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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to 
the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

It was a great pleasure for me to see a fine school production of “The Good 
Person of Szechwan” by Bertolt Brecht in the Drama Studio last week.  The 
performances took place on Thursday and Friday evening and were ably directed 
by our Head of Drama, Mrs Fincher.  The cast rose to the challenge exceptionally 
well and, alongside some fine individual performances, the chorus were full of 
enthusiasm and energy.  

The story tells of three Gods who come to earth in search of enough good 
people to justify their existence.  They find Shen Teh a good hearted but penniless 
prostitute and make her a gift with which she is able to set up her own business.  
However, her goodness brings ruin and she has to disguise herself as a man in 
order to muster sufficient ruthlessness to survive.  

The “Good Person of Szechwan” is a challenging play to perform and I am sure 
the audience were most impressed with Mrs Fincher’s excellent direction.  The set 
and costumes were most impressive, as was the mixture of oriental and modern 
music and the excellent lighting.  It was particularly encouraging to see so many 
of our younger students performing so well in the chorus.  There is clearly a great 
store of talent for the future at Notley.  

I would like to thank Mrs Fincher for such an excellent first production as Head of 
Drama.  Many other staff contributed to set design and construction, costumes, 
make-up and lighting, stage management and all the front of house activities.  I 
am very grateful to all of them for demonstrating once again the very strong team 
ethos around such productions at Notley.  

Magistrates Mock Trial Competition
On Saturday last week a group of Notley students took part in the Magistrates 
Mock Trial Competition held at Chelmsford Crown Court.  Following many weeks 
of preparation they performed very well in the competition and were a great credit 
to the school and to themselves.  I am very grateful to Mr and Mrs Fincken and Mr 
Higgon for their work in preparing the students.  

The Good Person of Szechwan
FNHS Quiz Night
The Friends of Notley High School are 
delighted to announce that their Quiz 
Night which took place on 28th January 
2006 raised a grand total of £385.00. 
Many thanks to all who helped 
organise this successful event and to all 
who supported the event on the night. 

FNHS Shopping Trips
For the last two years the Friends have 
run a trip to the Ideal Home Show 
at Earls Court. This year, we have 
decided to have a bit of a change 
and run a different coach trip, which 
will be to the ‘Spirit of Christmas’ fair 
at Olympia. This usually takes place 
in early November and provides a 
great opportunity to obtain a few 
different gift, food and drink ideas 
for Christmas.   For those of you that 
are interested, pencil in the first and 
second Saturdays in November and 
watch this space. Full details of the 
trip, including the date and how to 
book your places will be published in 
September, both in the newsletter and 
on the website. Hope to hear from you 
then.

Sharon Cromie 
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KS3 Website Competition
Calling all Years 7 to 9 students.  How would you like 
to compete against students from Alec Hunter, Tabor, 
Honywood, Rickstones and Ramsey Schools to win some 
great prizes?  Notley High School is hosting the first 
Braintree Schools’ KS3 Website Competition, which runs 
from now until the end of May.  Log on to our website at: 
www.notleyhigh.com/design for further information.  If 
you seriously want to enter the competition, you will need 
to discuss your intended topic for your website with your 
ICT teacher, for their approval.  Your ICT teacher will 
register you for entry if you are definitely going to create a 
professional looking website.  Judging will take place here 
at Notley High School during the afternoon of Tuesday 
27 June and our judges are Mr Chris Doré, Director 
at Tamdown Ltd and Mr Richard Millwood, Director of 
Ultralab, (part of Anglia Ruskin University).

Your topic can be anything from a well-known sport or TV 
celebrity, a sports team, a band or a PC game.  The choice 
is yours as long as it is appropriate for teenagers.  You 
need to create your website in Dreamweaver, FrontPage or 
HTML and it should include text, still images, sound and a 
multimedia element like Flash or video.

Prizes are: Winner – a £200 digital camera + a PC for 
their school, first runner up – a £105 graphics tablet with 
pen and the second runner up – a £50 USB memory stick.  
All entrants will receive a certificate of participation.  The 
winning websites will appear as links from our school 
website.

So come on, what are you waiting for?!  Look at the 
competition website, start thinking and talk to your ICT 
teacher.  It’s going to be good fun and a real chance to 
show off your great ICT skills.

OfSTED Inspection
I notified parents at the beginning of this week that the 
school was being inspected by OfSTED on Wednesday 8 
March 2006.  Thank you to all parents who responded to 
the questionnaire sent out at the beginning of this week.  I 
will provide further information for parents on the findings 
of the OfSTED Inspection in the next Newsletter. 

Spring Concerts
Our next artistic event at school is our annual Spring 
Concerts which take place on Tuesday 21 and 
Wednesday 22 March.  I look forward to seeing many 
of you again at these concerts.  Further details are 
available from Mrs Hanna, Head of Creative Arts.    

On Thursday 2nd March, 
the whole world was 
celebrating World Book 
Day. All pupils in the 
school were given a free 
£1.00 book token. These 
tokens can be used at 
the school book fair, in 
the school book club 
magazine and at various 
shops in Braintree. At 
the book fair, students 

can receive £1.00 off any book. The vouchers can also 
be exchanged for a free book in the following shops in 
Braintree; Hannays, Tesco and WH Smith. 

Library Quiz
To celebrate World Book Day, the Library hosted a number 
of events. On Wednesday, there was a lower School Library 
quiz. Every year 7 and 8 tutor group was invited to enter 
a team of 3 people. Around 50 students took part in the 
quiz and answered questions on a variety of subjects. After 
a closely fought competition, the eventual winners were 7L 
and 8T.  There was a bonus question, which bewildered 
many of the students. The question was ‘What is Miss 
Cloke’s favourite book?’. The answer is ‘Coming Home’ 
by Rosamunde Pilcher and this book should be available in 
the Library soon. 

Speed Reviewing
On Friday, the Library hosted an event called ‘Speed 
Reviewing’. Twenty students were chosen to participate in 
the event. The students were divided into pairs and had to 
talk to each other for 3 minutes about their favourite books, 
characters and authors. After 3 minutes, the students would 
swap partners and begin the conversations again. The 
event was very successful and each student was able to talk 
to five others about all things book related.

Book Fair
There has been a Book Fair in the Library, selling many 
different books. The Fair has been open at various times 
throughout the day allowing all pupils at the school to 
come and have a browse. There are books for all ages, 
abilities and interests. The Fair has been extremely popular 
and is raising money for the School Library. 
If anyone has bought a book from the Fair and would like 
to see a copy in the School Library then let Miss Cloke 
know. Also, if you have seen a book at the fair and would 
like to buy a copy, come and fill out an order request. 
Alternatively, you can use the C2C book magazine that is 
always available in the Library. 

World Book Day 2006

Well Done Dean!
Dean Woodcock 9E recently attended the Essex County 
Swimming Championships.  All swimming clubs in Essex 
attend this meeting.  He achieved the following results.

First place in 50m Breast Stroke (in an Event Best Time), 
First place in 50m Freestyle, Second place in 50m Fly, Third 
place in 50m Back Stroke.
First place in 400m Freestyle
First place in 200m Freestyle
First place in 100m Individual Medley
First place in 200m Back
Third place in 100m Back
Third place in 100m Fly 
The Championship is halfway through and Dean is 
currently leading his age group. 

http://www.notleyhigh.com/design
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Wind Band To Gosfield
On Thursday 2nd March, the Wind Band performed to 
Gosfield Senior Circle.  This has now become an annual 
event.  Our performance included music from John 
Williams and Abba, as well as a medley of Disco music. 
Last year, members of Gosfield Senior Circle had requested 
several pieces for our performances this year, which 
included - “Singing In The Rain”,“Who Do You Think You 
are Kiddin’ Mr Hitler” and “The Lambeth Walk.”  Ashley 
Smith and Alex Lawrence performed “Stranger on the 
Shore.”  This performance was excellent and well received 
by the audience.  A huge thank you goes to everyone who 
was involved for all their hard work and efforts leading up 
to this concert.
Mrs Hanna

Spring Concerts
The annual Spring Concerts will be held on Tuesday 21st 
and Wednesday 22nd March at 7.30pm, in the Drama 
studio.  The programme will include music from the Wind 
Band, Jazz Band, Junior Choir, Senior Choir and various 
soloists. Tickets are already on sale and available from Mrs 
Hanna.  They cost £3.50 for adults and £2.50 for students 
and concessions.

Talent Show
The Talent Show will be held on Thursday 30th March at 
7.30pm in the Drama Studio.  There will be a variety of 
acts from students in all year groups, including singing and 
dancing.  The Talent Show is always a very popular event, 
and as always, there are only a limited amount of tickets 
available.  The tickets go on sale from Monday 13th March 
from Mrs Hanna and cost £3.50 for adults and £2.50 for 
students and concessions.  This year we are raising money 
for Cancer Research.  

Huge Thank You
The Music department would like to offer a huge thank 
you to Mr and Mrs Riches for donating a trumpet and 
flugel horn to the department.  We are now able to offer 
two students the opportunity of learning these instruments.  
Anyone interested needs to speak to either Mrs Hanna 
or Miss Pillinger, as soon as possible.  Auditions will take 
place in the next couple of weeks.

The Year 10 Leisure and Tourism group visited the ‘Tourism 
and Leisure Show’ at the Brentwood Centre last week.  This 
is an annual show where representatives from the industry 
promote leisure and tourist attractions within East Anglia.  
The pupils were able to study the different ways in which 
organisations market themselves.  This is an aspect of 
the Leisure and Tourism course.  The photo shows Chloe 
Forman 10Y, Poppy Carter 10C and Sam Tidder 10N with 
the Pleasurewood Hills mascot.

Year 11 Revision Day
On Thursday 23rd February every student from Year 11 took 
part in a revision session run by Tim Foot.  The students 
were split into five groups and went through various 
exercises and activities that Tim ran with them.

Tim explained to the students that they need to get into a 
routine of ‘Revise, Test, Rest’!  He also explained that they 
should work for the following amount of time depending 
on their concentration levels:-

Revise  40  20

Test  10    5

Rest  10    5

  60mins   30mins

He took them through various exercises to boost their 
ability to remember information.  One of the tasks the 
students had to do was remember 20 random words.  
When they first attempted this, many only remembered 
about half.  After he got them to make up a story 
incorporating the twenty words, all students improved by at 
least 50%!

Finally Tim took them through the top ten tips for ‘Active 
Revision’.  These were as follows:-

 Work through the exam papers

 Put revision notes onto flash cards

 Draw Spider diagrams & Mind Maps

 Use revision books & websites

 Read aloud and walk about

 Make up raps, rhymes and chants

 Record key points onto tape/MP3

 Stick up posters and use Post-Its

 Practice making essay plans

 Revise with a friend

The whole day was excellent and all students commented 
on what a positive experience this was.  I have no doubt 
that this will aid the students to achieve exceptional results 
in the summer.  Good Luck!

Mr Ferguson

Year 10 Leisure and Tourism Visit 
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Mobile Phone Stand - SAT Project by Nicolette Ester 9O 
Year 9 KS3 Design and Technology Work 
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Year 9 KS3 Design and Technology Work 
Mobile Phone Stand - SAT Project by Sophie Hoxby 9Y 
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Tesco Computers For Schools 2006!

Yes, it’s back again.  This year we are aiming to collect 40,000 vouchers – quite a target, but we think that with 
the continued help of parents, family members, friends and staff, we can do it.

This year the Tesco Computers for Schools scheme:

• Started on Monday 6 March and runs for a 10 week period until Sunday 14 May
• Will give customers one voucher for every £10 spent in a single transaction in any Tesco store or petrol 

filling station* during this period

Please give any vouchers you collect to your child to bring into school to add to our collection.  At the end of 
the promotion we will hopefully have collected enough vouchers to exchange for further ICT computers and 
equipment.  Last year was fantastic.

Please ask your friends and relatives – in fact anyone you know – to collect vouchers for us!  The children are 
really excited about the challenge and we know we can reach our target if we try.

This year, we can also collect even more Computers for Schools vouchers if you recycle your used inkjet 
cartridges (HP, Lexmark or Dell) and old mobile phones.  Thank you in anticipation of a tremendous response 
for 2006.

* not Esso filling stations at Tesco Express shops.

Wanted - 50 Front Gardens!
Bartlett Hammond Estate Agents have again generously agreed to sponsor this year’s Summer Fête by 

providing a £200.00 prize for the Grand Draw. In return, we need 
to find 50 front gardens whose owners are willing to display a board 
(similar to a ‘For Sale’ board) advertising this fact. The boards will be 
erected by the company during May and collected after the School Fête 
in June, so no work is required of the homeowner.   

Please help us by displaying a board and helping the school to secure this sponsorship by completing the slip 
and returning it to school.
…………………………………….........................……….…………………………………..………………………

Wanted – 50 Front Gardens

Name …………………………….........................……………………………………………………………………...

Child’s Name …………………..........................…………………………………….....……  T/Grp ………….......
.
I would be willing to display a board in my garden.  

My address, including postcode is ………….........................…………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………….........................…………………………………………………

Signed …………………………………………………………………………………..
 


