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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347
Year 8  01376 556348
Year 9  01376 556349
Year 10  01376 556350 
Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:
lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com
The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Cleaners Required 
Monday – Friday 10 hours or 20 
hours per week.  Please contact Mrs 
Wingrove on 01376 556319

New Lighting for the 
Drama Department!
The Drama Department would like 
to say a huge Thank You to the 
Friends of Notley High School for 
the new lighting board.  The Drama 
Department uses the lighting in the 
Drama Studio everyday to enhance 
the work of students in all year 
groups.  The lights were particularly 
important in this year’s School 
Production not only to highlight 
the wonderful performances but 
emphasised the dynamic set design.  
The lights are an invaluable resource 
and the department is very grateful 
that they have been restored to their 
full capacity.

OfSTED Inspection

Visit by Van Lodenstein College, the Netherlands.  
On Tuesday 14 March 2006 we hosted a group of students and staff from Van 
Lodenstein College in the Netherlands.  The staff had visited Notley previously 
and were keen for their students to experience a day in the life of an English 
school.  The Dutch students were able to visit some lessons, tour the school, and 

The school was visited by two OfSTED inspectors on Wednesday 8 March 2006.  
Notley was selected to be part of an OfSTED trial of a shortened inspection 
process for high achieving schools.  The Inspectors spent the day observing 
lessons, meeting with staff and students and analysing other information about the 
school.  We have now received the inspection report and we are delighted with the 
inspectors’ findings. The opening section on Overall Effectiveness of the School 
states the following:

“Notley High School is a good school with some outstanding features.  
Pupils and staff are rightly proud of their school.  The school is accurate 
in judging its overall effectiveness as good.  
Good leadership and teaching have enabled good standards to be 
achieved.  The school is giving appropriate attention to improving the 
quality of teaching within and across all subjects so that all teaching 
matches the best of that already being provided.  The ongoing 
improvement of the assessment data is also helping to increase pupils’ 
progress.  The staff work very well together and provide a good level 
of care for all pupils.  Pupils’ personal development is good and 
pupils enjoy coming to school.  All pupils benefit considerably from 
an outstanding curriculum that includes a wide range of learning 
opportunities.  Good progress is made by pupils with learning 
difficulties and disabilities.
Very effective partnerships have been developed with other institutions 
and agencies.  The school is right in giving priority now to ensuring all 
pupils and parents feel fully involved in the work of the school.
This inspection confirms the judgements made by the school and 
endorses the actions being taken by the school to secure further 
improvement.  The school has made good progress since the last 
inspection and provides good value for money”.   

A great deal of work has been done over many years to improve all areas of 
school life and we are delighted with this external confirmation of our success. 
As well as describing the curriculum as outstanding the inspectors also described 
pupil behaviour as outstanding.  As you know, we have worked hard over many 
years to insist on high standards of behaviour and we are particularly pleased 
with OfSTED’s recognition of our success in this area. The inspectors also found 
that the way in which the school works in partnership with others to promote 
pupils’ well-being is outstanding.  All other areas of the school were described as 
good and is some cases good with outstanding features. I would like to thank all 
the staff, students, parents and governors who have contributed to this on-going 
process of school improvement.  I would also like to thank parents for completing 
and returning the OfSTED questionnaire issued prior to the inspection.  We will, 
of course, now begin work on the areas of further improvement identified in this 
latest OfSTED Report.  

On Monday of next week we will send out the full inspection report to all parents 
along with a letter to pupils setting out their key findings.  Parents may also access 
the full report through the school website www.notleyhigh.com.  

http://www.notleyhigh.com
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Year 10 Textiles Work by Danielle Steele 10H

take part in a football match in the afternoon with our own 
students.  This was yet another good example of the strong 
international links we have developed at the school over a 
number of years.  I am grateful to all the staff and students 
who contributed to a very successful day and especially to 
Mr Tucker for co-ordinating the visit.  

Spring Concerts
It was a great pleasure to witness once again the very high 
standards of musical performance at our Spring Concerts 
which took place on Tuesday 21 March and Wednesday 
22 March 2006.  The standard of performance from the 
junior choir, senior choir, jazz band, flute ensemble and the 
windband was very high indeed and there were also many 
excellent individual performances.

The Spring Concerts also provide an opportunity to thank 
our Year 11 students who leave us this year for their 
contribution to the Music department over their time in 
the school.  We thank them for the efforts they have put in 

and hope that they will continue their musical interests 
beyond Notley.

The audiences on both nights were very appreciative 
and I would wish to thank Mrs Hanna for her excellent 
leadership of Music in the school and Miss Pillinger 
for her strong contribution to the Music Department.  
Thanks must also go to Miss Cook for her contribution 
to Music in the school and to Mr Callely for his 
participation in the Windband.

End of Term and Start of Summer Term
I would like to thank all parents for your strong support 
of the school over this last term and remind you that, as 
usual, the term will end at 2.00 pm on Friday 31 March 
2006.  Buses and taxis have been ordered for this time.  
The summer term begins at the usual time on Tuesday 
18 April 2006.  May I wish all parents, students and staff 
an enjoyable and restful holiday.  
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We had a brilliant Tour Guide, called Peter, who met us at 
Covent Garden in the morning and made sure we didn’t 
get lost going to and from the Studios and the Theatre.  He 
even escorted us to our coach at the end of the show.

Well, what can I say?  Zoe!  She was our teacher for the two 

Year 10 GCSE Dance Trip to Pineapple Dance Studios and  ‘Guys and Dolls’ Theatre

I wonder who these girls are looking at!

sessions at the Pineapple Dance Studios in Covent Garden.  
She was so funny and really helped us to understand the 
meaning of the show ‘Guys and Dolls’ that we watched 
later that day.  She was a dancer in the Ensemble and Nigel 
Harman – Dennis from Eastenders – played a starring 
role.  I never knew such a small person could have such a 
powerful voice.  She certainly was an inspiration to us all 
and made us laugh so much!  

The show ‘Guys and Dolls’ was excellent.  There were many 
interesting styles of dance and we saw Zoe performing 
the two pieces she had taught us parts of earlier that day.  
It was a great experience and we all had a thoroughly 
enjoyable day out, even though we were deafened by 
hundreds of females screaming out Nigel’s name at the 
end.  25 Year 10 GCSE Dance Students took part in this 
trip earlier this month accompanied by Mrs Charnock, Mrs 
Hardwick and Mrs Segura.

Billie Ward  10T
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On Friday 10th March the Year 7’s 
went on a trip to Colchester Zoo.  
We left school at about 9.30 am 
and arrived at the Zoo at about 
10.00 am.  

While we were there we enjoyed 
many talks and feeds.  There was 
a chance to feed the giraffes, 
elephants and also a chance to 
watch animals be fed.  There was 
the endangered species talk which 
we all went to and learnt some 
interesting facts. 

Year 7 Trip To Colchester Zoo

We also had the chance to see the 
reptile encounter and the bird show.  
Many of us enjoyed watching the 
monkeys, especially the orang-utan 
when he covered himself with a 
bag.  The white tiger (Sasha) was 
one of the animals that everyone 
wanted to see, so we took the train 
ride where we had a brilliant view 
of her.  Whilst on the train, we had 
an opportunity to view other animals 
too.  We all met together for lunch 
at 1.30 pm.  

Whilst at the zoo we were asked to 
give donations for their “Save The 
Rhino” Campaign.  The campaign is 
to stop poachers killing the rhinos, 
so many of us gave some money.    
We left the zoo at about 4.30 pm 
and arrived back at the school 
at about 5.15 pm.  Although the 
weather wasn’t particularly nice it 
didn’t spoil our great day at the zoo.
Summer-Jade Smith 7Y
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On Saturday 4th March, 16 Year 9 students went to 
Chelmsford Crown Court to take part in the Magistrates’ 
Court Mock Trial Competition.
After many weeks of preparation, we were ready to 
compete.
In our first trial we were prosecuting against Stoke-by-
Nayland Middle School.  Our prosecution lawyers were 
Amy Story, 9Y, and Chelsea Pike, 9L, our prosecution 
witnesses were Phil Worth, 9S, and Bob Wood, 9S, 
and our Legal Adviser was Nicolette Ester, 9O.  Our 
prosecution was confident and forceful, which threw the 
opposition off track, making us the stronger side.
Our second case was tough; we were defending against 
Colchester County High School for Girls, who were 

a strong side, but the fact that they were a grammar school 
didn’t put us off and we fought hard.  Our defendant, Jasmine 
Lee, 9O, and defence witness, Amy Wright, 9S, had some 
difficult questions to answer but managed it all well.  Our 
defence lawyers, Eleanor March, 9O, and Alana Hustwick, 
9C, were very effective and were particularly persistent and 
effective in their cross-examinations.
Our magistrates, James Mullan, 9S, Sophie Hoxby, 9Y, 
and Hannah Taylor, 9B, picked up a lot of points in the 
retiring room before coming to their verdicts.  They were 
complimented by the judges for their pertinent contributions.
Our usher, Matt White, 9C, held another important role in 
the competition, earning points by swearing in the witnesses 
correctly and making sure that everyone was in the right place 
art the right time.
There are separate competitions for reporters and artists, so, 
throughout the cases, reporters Rachael Watts, 9H, and Adam 
Dent, 9A, were making notes and artists Tom Tokley 9A, and 
Adam Dent were making small sketches.
The judges spent a long time deliberating before coming to a 
decision and it was an anxious wait for the eight teams.  The 
judges had a hard decision choosing between Notley and the 
two grammar schools, with Chelmsford County High School 
for Girls coming first, Colchester County High School second 
and Notley very close behind.
All members of the team had an enjoyable experience and 
we would like to say a big thank you to Mr Fincken and Mrs 
Fincken for organising it, Mr Higgon for his help and support 
and Mr Williams for getting us there safely in the minibus!
Rachael Watts 9H

Notley Students Shine in Court Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial Competition

Essex Book Festival
On Tuesday 7th March, the award-winning 
author Philip Reeve came to visit Notley 
High. He was here as part of the Essex Book 
Festival. Here, a Notley student Christopher 
Mizen (7E) reports on the event. 

‘Philip Reeve is an author, who also 
illustrates. He has written the books, “Mortal 
Engines”, “Predator’s Gold”, “Infernal 
Devices” and the concluding book, “A 
Darkling Plain”. Philip Reeve has also written 
the “Buster Bayliss” series and illustrated 
some of the “Horrible History” books.

Philip Reeve came to the school to tell 
everyone about his new book and as it was 
World Book Week, he wanted to inspire us. 
He told us about where he got the ideas 
for his books and the character’s names. 
For example, his childhood friends and the 
unusual place name Black Notley, which he 
said he might use for a pirate in a future 
book.  The night itself was very interesting, 

extremely funny, and tantalizing as he read out a few pages of his new book. There was also a very interesting interview 
with Philip because there were some excellent questions from his journalist. There was also a question and answer session 
where students got to ask lots of questions.

After the interview, Philip signed everyone’s books and spoke with most people. There were also lots of refreshments. 

Philip was a very kind and funny man. We all enjoyed the event and can’t wait to meet another author’. 

The school would like to thank all who came to the event and hopes that you all enjoyed it. We would also like to thank 
Braintree Library and Scholastic.
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GCSE Systems and Control 

The following shows several stages in the development of Luke Clyde’s coursework for GCSE 
Systems & Control.  His aim is to produce a digital dice that uses a digital display.

Stage One. Using Control Studio software to
model the SYSTEM.

Stage Two.  The control studio model has been exported to another piece of software called Live 
Wire.  Live Wire converts the System model into a Circuit Diagram and allows the user to edit the 
result to model real electronic components.  The circuit can be ‘run’ to see if it will work as intended. 

Stage Three. The live wire circuit diagram has now been exported to PCB Wizard.  PCB Wizard 
converts the circuit diagram into a Printed Circuit Board layout that can then be used to manufacture 
the actual PCB. In this case the computer was only able to route 88% of the tracks needed and Luke
needed to add the rest manually.
This is the Normal View in PCB Wizard.

PCB Wizard also gives other useful views that help during construction.  This is the Artwork View – 
showing the position of all the copper tracks.

And this is the Real World View showing what the final product should look like 

GCSE Systems and Control
The following shows several stages in the development of Luke Clyde’s coursework for GCSE Systems & Control.  His aim is 
to produce a digital dive that uses a digital display.

Year 9 Technology Competition

On 3rd March Samantha Moffat, Tom Tokley, Eddie Thake 
and Lauren Hawkins together with Mrs Segura and Miss 
Harris attended the Schools Technology Competition at the 
Marconi Club in Chelmsford. 

Their task was to design and make a device to pick a ball 
out of a container and then place it in the middle of a 
target.  The teams from Essex schools worked all day on 
their device.  

The Notley students were pleased with their design and 
delighted when they were awarded 3rd place. All thoroughly 
enjoyed the successful day. 
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Year 7 Mother’s Day Card Competition

After an assembly about mothers last week, Mrs Smith 
announced a competition for Year 7 students.  She 
challenged them to design and make a Mother’s Day card 
for a chance to win a large Cadbury’s Mini-Easter egg and 
two runner up prizes of medium Nestles Smarties’ eggs.  
Thirty Year 7 students submitted cards which showed great 
artistic and poetic talent, which made the judging very 
difficult.  

After much deliberation the prizes were won by:

1st - Lauren Hughes - 7Y

Joint 2nd - Jade Willing - 7L and Robert Cooper - 7O

Well done to the three winners and thank you to 
everyone who entered the competition.  Some lucky 
Mums will be getting beautiful hand made cards on 
Sunday 26 March!

Returners To Teaching Course

Notley High School is part of the Mid Essex Initial Teacher 
Training Consortium.  As part of the teacher training we 
provide we are running a number of Returners to Teaching 
courses, the first of which will take place in September and 
October 2006 and the second one will be April and May 
2007.  

The course is aimed at those people who, for whatever 
reason, have taken a break from teaching and are now 
thinking of rejoining the profession.  Therefore, participants 
must already have qualified teacher status. 

Each course will run for ten weeks and will be made up of 
a school placement (in one of the consortium schools) and 
central training which will take place in the new Professional 
Development Centre at Shenfield High School.  In addition, 
the course will also offer subject specific refresher sessions 
and guided self-study.

The Government will fund the course and pay each 

delegate £150 per week as well as contribute to childcare 
costs (up to £1,800 depending on the age of the child).

If you are interested in participating on this course please 
contact Judy Frost on 01277 249291 – j.frost@shenfield.
essex.sch.uk

Library News
I would like to thank everyone who helped out at the Book 
Fair. I would also like to thank all the students who bought 
something and for their excellent behaviour at the fair. 

It was a very successful event and raised just under £700 
for the school Library to use on future purchases. There 
are plenty of new books now available, including a copy of 
most of the books, which were at the fair. 

If you would like to see any books in the Library please let 
me know.

Miss Cloke. 
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Gardens Wanted!!
For the third consecutive year Bartlett Hammond Estate Agents have 
generously agreed to sponsor this year’s Grand Draw by providing the 
£200.00 first prize. In return, we need to find a total of 50 families who are 
willing to display a board on their property advertising the date, time and 
place of the School Fête and the name of the sponsor.  The boards will be 
erected by the company during May and collected after the School Fête in 

June, so no work is required of the homeowner.  Please would you help us by agreeing to display a board on your property, 
thereby helping to secure this sponsorship? If so, please complete the slip and return it to school as soon as possible.

………………………………………………………......................................................................……………………………

Gardens Wanted!!

Name……………………………………………………......................................................................…………………………..

 

Child’s Name ………………….………………………….................................................................………  T/G ………...…..

 

I would be willing to display a board in my garden.  My address, including postcode, is …………………….……………….....

……………………………………………………………………………....................................................................…………..

 

Signed………………………………………………........................................................................……………………………..

Year 10 Graphics students recently took part in a 
competition to raise the awareness of Fairtrade products, 
and the need for teenagers to eat more fruit. The ultimate 
prize was a trip to the Windward Islands where Fairtrade 
bananas are grown. 
For the competition they had to design stickers to go on 
fruit which could be collected for rewards; a collection card 
for the stickers with information about the promotion; and 

Fairtrade Competition 

Final Design - sticker
Final Design - collection card

Final Design - prizes

products to be given away in return for filled collection 
cards.  
Two groups were put forward to the final round of judging 
out of over 6000 pupils, and these students received 
Certificates of Merit, not quite a Caribbean holiday, but a 
good achievement all the same. Well done Sharnie Tucker, 
Laura Chapman, James  Moir, Danielle Stubbs, Kelly 
Leman and Westly Davidson.
Jane Smith


