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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to the 
editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Sport Relief 2006
As part of Sport Relief we are holding 
a whole school event after school 
on Tuesday 11th July. Everyone 
who participates pays at least £1 
to complete a mile.  Staff are also 
welcome.  You can complete the 
mile however you want, for example 
backwards, blind folded, 3 legged, 
wearing red socks, in fancy dress, 
upside down, wheel barrow, piggy 
back, juggling, speed stacking. There 
will be a prize for the most imaginative 
way.  Just come down to the gym after 
school to change into your costume 
then meet on the field. Sport Relief day 
is on Saturday 15th July.

On 23 June we held our annual Year 9 Mathematics, Science and Technology Day.  
The normal timetable was suspended for the day for Year 9 students so that they could 
take part in specially arranged activities in the Mathematics, Science and Technology 
Departments.  In Science an egg had to be dropped from a specific height without 
breaking it, in Technology an aeroplane had to be designed to drop a marble onto a 
specific target and in Mathematics plans were made to optimise travel routes between 
airports. I was particularly impressed with the way our Year 9 students responded to 
the activities on the day.  They were a great credit to themselves and the school.  I 
would also like to thank all the staff who took part and, especially, Mr Osborn for his 
co-ordination of the day.  

Summer Fête
On Sunday 25 June the Friends of Notley High School organised the annual Summer 
Fête.  It was very pleasing to see the level of support from parents and students for 
this event. The turnout was once again very good and, as always, there was a very 
pleasant atmosphere as people circulated around the stalls.During the afternoon there 
were performances by the Wind Band in the Drama Studio and by the Ukan Dance 
Group on the school field.  I am very grateful to all the students and staff who came 
along to participate in these activities. Both performances were very much appreciated 
by those who watched them.  The final amount raised through the Fête will be over 
£2,000 which is a splendid effort from everyone.  The Friends of Notley High School 
put an enormous amount of time and effort into events like this and I am grateful 
to all of them for their efforts on behalf of the school. I must especially thank Mrs 
Cromie who, as Chair of the Friends’ Committee, co-ordinated the day’s events and 
Mr Williams, who works tirelessly in his role as staff representative on the Friends’ 
Committee.

Key Stage 3 Website Design Competition
This year, for the first time, we held a Key Stage 3 website design competition for 
students from the three Braintree secondary schools.  Unfortunately, students from Alec 
Hunter were unable to attend but we did have students at the event from Notley and 
Tabor. Mrs Smith has provided further details later in the Newsletter and I would like to 
thank her for her excellent organisation of this new event as well as congratulating all 
the students who took part. 

Holiday Absence 
Increasing numbers of students are 
taking holidays during term time and 
therefore missing vital pieces of GCSE 
coursework and other important work.  
Parents are reminded that the school 
strongly discourages holidays being 
taken in term time and that, on the 
rare occasions when this is absolutely 
necessary, a request for absence must 
be made to the school.  We urge all 
parents to support this policy as an 
important part of our drive to raise 
standards of achievement. 

Mathematics, Science and 
Technology Day
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After months of preparation by students, the day they’d all 
been waiting for arrived.  Entrants from Tabor School and 
Notley High School met together here, on the afternoon of 
Tuesday 27 June for final judging.  The Braintree Schools’ 
KS3 Website competition was launched in February, with 
six schools in the area invited to participate.  Alec Hunter 
School did have a number of entrants, but pulled out a 
few weeks before the judging day.  Thirteen students aged 
between 12 and 14 met in the Library computer room with 
their teachers and judges, all keen and eager to look at 
the competitions’ websites!  Notley had seven entrants and 
Tabor had six.

Students had been asked to produce a fan site for any 
band, PC game, sport or other relevant topic which 
included video, sound, animation, digital images and 
text.  The navigation and design of the fan site were key 
elements, as was having no dead links.  Students had to 
take into consideration the purpose of their sites and their 
intended audiences, but the content, hyperlinks and design 
were entirely down to them.

Two independent judges, Richard Millwood from Ultralab 
and Chris Doré from Tamdown Ltd, spent a good few hours 
investigating all the fan sites whilst marking criteria check 
lists.  During this time students were looking at each other’s 
sites, whilst making constructive notes and suggestions 
for the author to take home.  It was a very busy afternoon 
which gave students and staff the opportunity to admire the 

Year 9 National Curriculum Tests 2006
This week we have received results for the Key Stage 3 
National Curriculum tests, which are taken by Year 9 
students.  The provisional results for the percentage of 
students achieving level 5 or better and level 6 or better 
are set out below.  Students of average ability are expected 
to achieve at least a level 5 at the end of their Key Stage 3 
course.  

% achieving level 5 or better 
Maths  Science
81%  86%
% achieving level 6 or better 
Maths  Science
61%  53%
The English test results will not be received in school until 
August and I will therefore report the results for English in 
September.  These results in Mathematics and Science are 

the best Key Stage 3 results in these two subjects that the 
school has ever achieved. They are also well above the 
results achieved by students nationally and our Year 9 
students deserve congratulation for their hard work this 
year.  I would also like to thank all the staff in English, 
Mathematics and Science and Mrs Moss, Mr Osborn, 
Mrs Park and the Year 9 Tutors for their hard work in 
preparing the students for these important examinations.

Last Day of Term and Start of Autumn 
Term
May I remind parents that, as usual, school will finish 
earlier (at 1.15 pm) on the last day of term.  

The Autumn term begins for staff and students on 
Tuesday 5 September 2006.  Following the pattern of 
previous years, Monday 4 September will be a staff 
training and preparation day for the new academic year.   
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fantastic standards achieved by such young people.  Part 
of the judging also took into account the reasoning behind 
each fan site, which students described on questionnaires.
Fan site topics ranged from Age of Empire 3 to Motor 
Racing and Final Fantasy 7 to The Legend of Zelda!  
The judges retired to a separate room and, after much 
deliberation, made their decisions on final placings.  Each 
fan site was given feedback as to its individual merits and 
as the last placings were announced the tension mounted!  
4th place was awarded to Lucie Dean a Year 7 Tabor 
student who had created a stimulating, colourful site about 
Destiny’s Child.  3rd place went to Charlie Jennings, a 
Year 9 Notley student, who was given particular praise on 
his X-Box fan site for its professional look – as good as any 
e-commerce site found on the Internet.  2nd place was 
awarded to Wesley Hicks who produced what the judges 
described as a quirky, fun, different site called Gunge & 
Splat.  As a Year 7 student, it was a wonderful achievement 
to have competed so well against those older than himself.  
Finally, 1st place went to Daniel Burgess, Year 9 Notley, 
who had spent months on developing a real, online fan 
site for HabboLife.  This site actually earns Daniel a small 
profit – another Bill Gates in the making!  The amount of 
work and technical content that Daniel had created was 
astonishing for his age.  Both judges commented that 
students had shown skills more advanced than their own 
employees and were extremely impressed.  Entrants’ fan 
sites will be hosted on Notley High School’s website as 
show pieces and will hopefully encourage more students 
from other schools in the Braintree area to enter next year’s 
competition.

Certificates were awarded to all students for participating 
and the three winners received an Olympus 8 Megapixel 
digital camera (1st prize), a Wacom Graphire tablet and 
pen (2nd prize) and a 2 Gb Kingston USB pen (3rd prize).  
Notley was also awarded the competition trophy – a 
beautiful crystal hand and globe.  This will take pride of 
place in the trophy cabinet in Reception and will be hotly 
contested next year!  It was an extremely successful event 
and was enjoyed by all – this is certainly a competition 
which is set to grow.

Congratulations go to everyone who participated, but in 
particular to the three major prize winners – well done!

Mrs Jacqui Smith – Director of ICT

Notley Wins KS3 Website Competition

(from left) Richard Millwood, Daniel Burgess, Chris 
Doré and Simon Thompson
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CHIPs Scheme
The students are now proudly wearing their telephone 
badges to identify them, and are already beginning to listen 
to any concerns that students at Notley may have.

If you would like more information about the CHIPS scheme 
at Notley please feel free to contact Mr Hardwick.

Year 10 students who have recently qualified to become CHIPS 
(Childline in Partnership with Schools) peer mentors at Notley High 
School.

Music News

Wind Band at George Yard
On Wednesday 14th June, the School Wind Band 
performed in George Yard. This is an annual event, where 
the band supports the friends of Notley in selling raffle 
tickets for the school fete.  Once again, this was a very 
successful event.  The Wind Band performed to a very 
high standard, despite the weather not being the best for 
performing outside!  There was a large supportive audience 
listening to us for the 2 hours that we were there. Many 
people commented on the high standard of the band and 
how polite all the pupils were who were selling raffle tickets.  
Well done and thank you to everyone involved.

Wind Band CD Recording
On Thursday 15th June, the School Wind Band recorded 
their first CD.  This was a fantastic event, where the 
band performed to a very high standard. The quality of 
musicianship within the band has grown enormously over 
the last 18 months and this was very evident with our 
performances that evening.  The audience were incredibly 
supportive throughout the evening and this was much 
appreciated by each of the performers.  If you would like to 
purchase a CD, these are priced at £10.00 each and are 
available from Mrs Hanna.

Wind Band to Victoria Court
Continuing with the Wind Band’s busy schedule, on 
Wednesday 21st June, the band performed at Victoria 
Court OAP home. This is the second year that we have 
been requested to play at this venue. Once again, the band 
played very well. The audience was very supportive and 
commented on how smart Notley pupils were dressed and 
how well the band played. Many of the members of Victoria 
Court, were very keen to purchase our CD. Well done and 
thank you to everyone involved.
Mrs Hanna

Join the Flash Club
I remember watching my dad move an eagle as an 
animation for his website, when I was seven, I swiftly 
moved on to making a site for myself when I was eight and 
published the site when I was 10.

Around about the start of Year 8, I developed a game 
called “Madness Interactive”.  I managed to add new 
weapons, expand its graphics and generate special effects. 
Many still know my reputation with Flash MX, and now I’m 
here to teach and pass on my knowledge of this subject to 
all years and persons. For those of you who are wondering, 
what is Macromedia Flash MX? Then I shall tell you. Flash 
MX is used to produce: games, special effects, banners, 
templates, some forms of music, forms, text effects, 
animations and much more…

Heard of Miniclip? Or how about free-online-games.
com? Many of these sites all over the World Wide Web use 
Macromedia Flash to attract visitors and entertain them.

To join the Flash Club it is absolutely free and is hosted 
in G22 every Monday after school.  Starting on the 26th 
June, I will be teaching the basics of drawing, animation, 
forms, and games. For those who I have already taught, 
you will receive advanced training.  So come on in and 
join the Flash Club to achieve a talent well beyond your 
imagination.
Manish Mistry 9N

Well done Dean! 
April saw the conclusion of the Essex County Age Group 
Swimming Championships.

In all Dean Woodcock 9E competed in 17 events and 
obtained the following results:

10 Gold medals, 4 Silver medals and 3 Bronze medals.  
He won the Top Boy Award for his age group.

The Eastern Region Age Group Swimming Championships 
were staged over the first two weekends in June.  Dean 
competed in 11 events here and achieved the following 
results:

Gold medals for 200m and 400m Individual Medley, 
100m and 200m Breaststroke and 400m Freestyle,  Silver 
medals for 200m Freestyle, 200m Backstroke and 200m 
Butterfly, 4th for 100m Backstroke, 5th for 100m Freestyle 
and 6th for 100m Butterfly.

He won the Top Boy Award for his age group of 
competitors from six counties.

In the 200m and 400m Individual Medley events Dean 
obtained National Qualifying Times which means he will 
be competing at a national level at Ponds Forge in Sheffield 
at the end of July. 

Year 7 Rounders
The Year 7 Rounders Team has trained regularly and in a 
good match beat Honywood, 19 ½ to 14. Congratulations 
to the team who are: Lauren Hughes 7Y, Summer Smith 7Y, 
Jasmine Massidda 7T, Sarah Chown 7Y, Courtney Parrish 
7S, Jade Willing 7L, Megan Stalker 7L, Lily Jennings 7E, 
Rebecca Stokes 7T and Jessica Goodale 7S.
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World-Cup and English Workshop
On Friday 16th June, 15 Year 8 boys took part in a World-
Cup Workshop designed to increase their awareness of 
the skills used in English and to give them an insight into 
techniques the world of media uses. The session focussed 
on England’s match against Trinidad and Tobago. The boys 
involved studied press cuttings of the match to find how 
the media uses some of the literary techniques they usually 
come across in their English studies. The boys’ newly 
acquired knowledge of journalism was put to the test when 
they watched footage from the match and had to produce a 
short report on some of the highlights, using the techniques 
they had just researched. Below, you can read the results 
of Ryan Gell 8E and Charlie Prow 8B – two budding sports’ 
journalists!

STEVIE’S STUNNER SAVES SVEN 

Steven Gerrard once again saved Sven at Nuremburg yesterday by 
increasing England’s nervy 1-0 lead, and putting the game beyond 
doubt, unleashing a net-breaking 20 yard strike, which left Shaka 
Hislop daydreaming on the floor. 

The game got off to a very slow start, with the possession stats 
just about going England’s way, but however much possession 
England had they were making no chances. England looked like 
they were going in at half-time 0-0 until a quick break by the 
Trinidad team left England asking questions of their midfield.  A 
long ball from the defender found Stern John, who lobbed it 
towards Paul Robinson with ease.  Out of nowhere John Terry 
hooked the looping ball out of the air and cleared the ball off the 
goal line.  Terry had saved England from a 1-0 deficit and allowed 
England to scrape to half-time 0-0.  Sven had his work cut out for 
the second half. 

Charlie Prow 8B 

England lead with a lucky left foot! 

Peter Crouch yesterday scored once again with robotic 
regularity in the match against Trinidad and Tobago. 

Beckham’s powerful cross went flying into the box and 
Crouch thrust his head at it and it flew in the net.  Shaka had 
no chance of reaching Crouch’s wonderful header, and was 
jumping around like a wet fish.  Crouch stunned the crowd by 
refraining from his usual robotic celebration. 

From Crouch’s goal, England dominated the game play.
England were one up with full confidence and this was when 
England struck again, with Gerrard pelting in a belter from 
20 metres with his left peg!  This sent the crowd ballistic!  All 
around was a red and white sea uncontrollably excited. 

This overwhelming excitement carried on until the final 
whistle blew.  On the final whistle, the crowd sounded like one 
gigantic foghorn. 

Ryan Gell 8E 

District Swimming Gala
In the first District Swimming Gala the team came 2nd 
overall with some impressive individual performances. 
Amy Shambrook 9T Backstroke, Dean Woodcock 9E, 
Rachel Knowles 9O Breaststroke and Adam Shambrook 7B 
Backstroke all won their events. Swimming in an older age 
group Sarah Chown 7Y Freestyle and Craig Woodcock 7O 
came 3rd . Chelsea Pike 9L also achieved 3rd  in Butterfly. 
This is hopefully the first of an Annual Swimming Gala so 
any other club swimmers please let Miss Gunn know who 
you are. Thanks to Mrs Biggs for timekeeping at this event.

Key Stage 3 Maths Year 8 Data Handling
To support the data handling work completed in class, we 
went onto the field to carry out some practical work. First, 
we arranged ourselves into a human bar chart to show 
the frequency of shoe sizes in our group. We then stood in 
height order, starting with the smallest and worked out who 
the ‘median’ person was. After this, we found the people 
that represented the lower and upper quartiles. These 
photos show some of our results.

Mrs Forster

Human bar chart to show shoe size

Range of heights

Median and quartiles of heights
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The SLC placed a bid through the school’s ‘Special Interest 
Fund’ in order that we could deliver a differentiated 
curriculum through the Arts.  The bid was successful and 
we received enough money to purchase 10 hours Drama 
teaching in the summer term.  Mrs Pollard, our previous 
Drama Co-ordinator kindly agreed to return to Notley and 
deliver these lessons 

Our theme has been Africa and the Rain Forest. We have 
explored many aspects; conservation, deforestation and 
ecology. This can be done through Drama enabling the 

Aklowa

Aklowa is an African village in Essex. We went 
there on 22nd of June. 

We did some African drumming and dancing and 
we wore African clothes and heard African stories. 
And I enjoyed it all yesterday. 

By Jacob Hill 7T 

AKLOWA TRIP

Jack Goldsmith 8y 

Aklowa is an African village in Essex and when we got there, 
there was a person called Eddy and he came from Ghana. 
Then Eddy took us to his friend and he taught us how to 
play drums. 
Then Eddy showed us the really big trousers and he told us 
that all the Ghana people wore them. The teachers had to 
wear big sarongs which wrapped round and rolled over to 
keep it up. The men wore a tunic which was short sleeved. 
Then this other person told us a cat and mouse story It was 
about why the cat and mouse always chase each other. We 
got moved to a dancing session. We got into a big circle and 
we all did African dancing. We had to shake our bottoms a 
lot. Then we went to the park, we ate our picnic lunch and 
then played football. Katie and I got hacked by Luke and 
Cameron. Then we lost 5-4 but in the half time Cameron 
kicked a ball in the river and Mrs Langley had to go and get 
it and got soaked.

This is SLC wearing African dress

This is Eddie
This is the African kitchen 

At the park we were 
shown how to River 
Dance by Mrs Langley   

students to have fun while learning and also developing 
their language skills, confidence and self-esteem.  Linked to 
this project, we also visited AKLOWA, an African village in 
Takeley.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
school for funding this venture and Mrs Pollard for her 
involvement.  Work from this project will be available to 
view on the Notley website.
Mrs C Readhead
Speech and Language Co-ordinator

Curriculum Through the Arts Project in the SLC
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Year 7 LiveWell Day
On Friday 9th June, Year 7 pupils, dressed in their PE kits, 
arrived to school for a day of alternative activities all geared 
to promoting good health.  The day started with a short 
assembly by Helen Thorne, the Healthy Schools Advisor, and 
then pupils followed their new timetable for the day.  Southend 
United Football Club ran half-hour sessions on football skills 
which all pupils were involved in, and the Art Department 
designed a piece of display work that every pupil contributed 
to, enhancing the feeling of value of each individual in the 
Year Group (this will eventually be displayed along the English 
corridor).  Other activities were organised across the whole 
curriculum, including making smoothies, learning about 
organic food, team-games and completing a sponsored skip.  
All pupils thoroughly enjoyed the day and will hopefully be 
able to use their new knowledge to make informed decisions 
about leading a healthy lifestyle.  Thanks to Miss Cook for 
organising the day and to all the staff and visitors that ran 
sessions.

Would you like to learn 
new sewing skills at 
home?  Cross stitch, 
crochet, embroidery etc. 
Kits for sale £1.99 - £6.99 
on Monday lunchtime 
from the Technology 
office, see Mrs Clark.

Sewing Kits For Sale Contacting Parents
For a trial period, if your child is unwell and needs to be sent 
home, we will be contacting you via a text message if a mobile 
phone number is your preferred number on our records.  The 
message will ask you to contact the school.  If you have a land 
line number we will continue to use this.  This trial has been 
initiated due to a 50% increase in the schools phone bills over 
the past year and evidence indicates the increase is related 
to the number of mobile phones we have as primary contact 
points.  We thank you for your assistance with this and will 
feed back the results in due course.


