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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

I wrote to all parents earlier this week giving you information about GCSE results.  
It is worth repeating that for the first time in the school’s history 70% of our 
students achieved five or more higher grade GCSE passes, with 95% achieving 
five or more A* - G grades.  We are delighted with these results in the school and 
we have now begun working with our current Year 10 and 11 students to ensure 
that this success continues into the future.  

In the 30 June Newsletter I indicated that we were awaiting confirmation of the 
English Key Stage 3 test results which we received in August.  I am very pleased to 
confirm that 84% of our students in last year’s Year 9 achieved level 5 or better in 
English, with 47% achieving level 6 or better.  These are excellent results in English 
and, when taken together with the excellent results in Mathematics and Science 
(which I reported in June), represent the best ever achievement by Year 9 students 
in the school.  

I would wish to thank all the staff in English, Mathematics and Science for their 
hard work in preparing the students for these important examinations.  

Sixth Form Proposals
I wrote to all parents at the beginning of term regarding our proposal to establish 
the Braintree Sixth Form Centre on the Notley High School site, in partnership with 
other local educational providers.  Full details of the proposal are set out in my 
letter which is also available on the home page of the school website.  

We are now almost two weeks into a six week consultation period which gives 
you the opportunity to express your views as parents on the proposal.  I am very 
grateful to the significant numbers of parents who have already responded very 
positively to me and I would very much welcome further responses from parents.  
When our bid is considered by the Learning and Skills Council they will be 
particularly interested in the parental response to the proposal and therefore 
the more positive support we have, the stronger the case we are able to 
present.  I look forward to receiving more of your views during the remainder 
of the consultation period. 

GCSE and Key Stage 3 Results

Photographs
On 6th October 2006 all Year 
7-10 students will have their 
individual photographs taken.  
Year 11 students will have their 
photographs taken early 2007.  
The photographers will also take 
family photographs which Year 11 
students can take part in.  At the 
same time Year 7, 9 & 11 will have 
their photographs taken for the 
BITE Proof of Age cards.

For Sale
The ICT Department has only ten 
1Gb USB memory pens left for sale 
at the bargain price of £18 each.  
(RRP £24).  If you would like to take 
advantage of this discount offer, 
please send in your cheque (made 
payable to Notley High School) in 
an envelope addressed to Mrs J 
Smith - ICT.  Please indicate on the 
reverse of the cheque the name of 
your child and their tutor group.  
The USB pens will be sold on a first 
come first served basis, so hurry if 
you don’t want to miss out!
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New Staff
We are very pleased to welcome a number of new 
teachers to Notley High School at the beginning of this 
year.  I have included some brief details about each of 
them below.  We look forward to their contribution to 
Notley High School.

Mr Baster, who joins us as a Graduate Trainee Teacher 
of Languages.
Mrs Brenner, who returns to the school to teach Food 
and Textiles after a brief absence.
Mr Burge, who joins us from Chelmer Valley High School 
as a newly qualified teacher of Technology.
Mr Ewing, who joins us as a newly qualified PE teacher.
Mr Lawrence, who joins us with a great deal of 
experience from Australia, to teach Mathematics.
Mr McPherson, who joins the Science department, 
having previously taught in Canada and, latterly, at the 
Ramsey School in Halstead.
Mrs Nandhra, who joins us to teach English and Drama, 
having previously taught in Hertfordshire.
Mrs Parry, who is our new head of Religious Education 
and joins us from Great Baddow High School.
Mrs Pillai, who joins us from Woodlands School in 
Basildon as a newly qualified teacher of ICT.
Mr Teall, who joins the Science Department as a 
Graduate Trainee Teacher.
Mr Trumper, who takes responsibility for Key Stage 3 
Science, having joined us from Great Baddow High 
School. 

Year 11 Mentoring Evening
On Monday of next week we hold our annual Year 
11 Mentoring Evening, details of which have been 
provided by Mr Lawn.  I look forward to meeting 
many of our Year 11 parents on this evening, which 
is an important part of our strategy to establish an 
effective partnership for achievement between parents 
and the school.  

Return to School
I have, once again, been very pleased with the way 
in which our students have returned to school at 
the beginning of this new academic year.  As ever, 
their standards of behaviour and the commitment 
they bring to their work are a great credit to them 
and the school.  May I also remind parents that our 
programme of extra curricular activities on Tuesdays 
begins next week and continues throughout the 
term.  Mr Lee-Allan has co-ordinated a wide range of 
activities with the assistance of many staff and I would 
urge that your children involve themselves as fully as 
possible with these opportunities.  

Friends of Notley High School AGM
In my letter to parents yesterday, I indicated that 
the Friends AGM will take place on Wednesday 
20 September at 7.30 pm in the Library.  I would 
again urge as many of you as possible to attend 
and support the sterling work done by the Friends to 
improve the quality of educational provision for all 
our students. 

As my prize for winning the National Court Reporters 
competition I was given the opportunity to spend the day 
at BBC Radio 1. 

It was a long, tiring day, as I had to be at Yalding 
House, London at 8 am.  However, it was worth it!  I 
spent the day shadowing different members of the 
Newsbeat and 1Xtra teams.  Newsbeat has 15-minute 
bulletins at 12.45 pm and 5.45 pm as well as mini 
bulletins throughout the day.  At the beginning of the day 
Newsbeat and 1Xtra have a meeting, which I attended.  
In this meeting they talk about what still needs doing for 
the shows that day.  After the meeting the journalists go 
back to their desks, finish writing their stories and then 
recording them, ready to go on air.  The planning team 
have a planning meeting.  This is when they decide what 
stories to research and get interviews ready for the next 
day.  I also attended this meeting.  I sat in on the 12.45 
Newsbeat show and followed the script as the presenter 
read it.  Later I went upstairs and shadowed the 1Xtra 
team.  Between 2 pm and 4 pm 1Xtra hosts a show 
called TXU, aimed at teenagers.  On a Monday they 
do singles and albums and play lots of songs.  Also on 
Monday they have a chat room where listeners can give 
their opinions on the music being played.  I was able to 
sit in on this show between 3 pm and 4 pm.  1Xtra is a 

news show like Newsbeat but it plays music and runs all 
day whereas Newsbeat has short bulletins throughout 
the day.  Everyone on the team knows exactly what to 
do and when, although they do get very panicky when 
Newsbeat is about to begin and they all run round trying 
to get things done for their 12.30 pm deadline.  I had a 
good day and it was worth the early morning!

Rachael Watts 9H

My Day at Radio 1

Health & Safety
The School is continually seeking to find ways of ensuring 
the security and safety of both the Students and Staff at 
Notley High and Parents are asked to note that with effect 
from Monday 25th September the entrance gate accessed 
from the bypass footbridge will be closed between 09.00 
and 14.45 each day.
Students who normally use this entrance and arrive on foot 
after this time will need to continue along the footpath to 
the south of the bypass, cross by the Notley Road bridge 
and enter the School by the main entrance.  Students with 
permission to leave the site prior to the gate being opened 
will need to exit by the main entrance and use this route.
Lyndon Hopkins
Bursar
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FNHS AGM
The Annual General Meeting 
of the Friends of Notley High 
School will take place in the 
School Library on Wednesday 
20th September 2006 at 7.30 pm, 
followed by a short Committee 
Meeting. All parents and friends 
of the School are invited to come 
along and will be made most 
welcome.

The Agenda is as follows:

• Welcome

• Apologies for absence

• Minutes of the AGM                      
            September 2005

• Matters Arising

• Chairperson’s Report

• Treasurer’s Report

• Election of Officers

• AOB

The PE Department would like to extend many thanks to The Friends 
Of Notley High for purchasing a new football kit for the Year 7 and 8 
Football Teams.

Mr Cunningham with the Year 8 Football Team

Result!

WANTED: YELLOW PAGES
Your new Yellow Pages will 
arrive on your doorstep in 
August. We want to recycle 
your old copies!

The school will receive 
a cash prize should we 
recycle the most Yellow 
Pages in the Braintree area.

Please bring them to Mr 
Muttock in F6 ASAP.

WANTED: YELLOW PAGES
Your new Yellow Pages will 
arrive on your doorstep in 
August. We want to recycle 
your old copies!

The school will receive 
a cash prize should we 
recycle the most Yellow 
Pages in the Braintree area.

Please bring them to Mr 
Muttock in F6 ASAP.
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The Year 7 programme of study looks at how we generate 
electricity from fuels like coal in our Energy topic and at 
feeding relationships between organisms in our Ecology 
topic. As an enrichment activity Year 7 took part in a visit to 
the Tilbury Power Station and Environmental Centre.  The 
trip involved a tour around the Power Station to see how 
our electricity in Essex is generated followed by an ecology 
session in the Environmental Centre where pupils  sampled 
the aquatic wild life and used the information gathered to 
determine the water quality in the ponds around the Power 
Station. Please see below some of our pupil’s accounts of 
the day.

The Tilbury Power Station Trip
When you get off the coach at Tilbury you go in to a show 
room where there are  yellow jackets on the chairs,  you are 
shown a video about the safety and the power that Tilbury 
produce.  Then you get split into two groups, one goes off 
to do pond dipping and learn about the wildlife around 
Tilbury.  The other group gets to play with the gyroscopes 
and solar panels in the show house.  Then you get given 
hard hats and get split into smaller groups to go with your 
group leader for a tour of the power station.  You see the 
coal bunkers and go in an unused boiler, also you go n the 
control room.  After lunch you swap activities.

Daniel Young 8L

Tilbury Power Station
Last year the Year 7’s had an offer to go to Tilbury Power 
Station for the day.  About 135 students decided to go on 
the trip and learn about the station.  We left school early 
in the morning and took a coach to Tilbury.  Once we 
arrived we split into groups and group one did a talk about 
wildlife while group 2 started with the power plant.  My 
group started with the wildlife talk and then went outside 
to do pond dipping.  The pond dipping was fun and it was 
good to compare who had the biggest bug!  We stopped 
for lunch then the groups switched over. Group 1 did the 
power station while group 2 did pond dipping.  The power 
station was huge and had loads of rooms. The furnace 
(a big oven) was 15 double decker buses high and the 
turbines were interesting.  Overall I thought it was a lot 
more interesting than I expected it to be.

Wesley Hicks 8Y

Tilbury Power Station
After the coach journey we were split into groups, one of 
the groups went inside the station, the other went outside.  
We met up for lunch and once we finished eating we 
swapped over.  Inside the power station we saw how the 
electricity was made, what it looked like inside a furnace 
and many other interesting things.  Outside we learnt which 
parts of the power station were good/bad.  Then we went 
pond dipping.  We found lots of different creatures and 
worked out their names using a chart.  We were also taught 
how to stay safe in the factory.  I enjoyed the trip a lot.

Matthew Southgate 8E

Tilbury Power Station
I am writing about when we went to Tilbury Power Station.  
It was a fun day where we learnt about water life (fishes, 
pond snails etc).  We also learnt about water pollution and 
pollution on the whole.  The water on the site was not very 
polluted which was quite a surprise.

On the tour we learnt about the furnaces that burn the coal 
the station used.  The coal was ground to a dust about as 
fine as talcum powder.  They used water that was very, very  
pure which ran through pipes.

Joseph Stanford 8E

Year 7 Science visit to Tilbury Power Station - July 2006
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Last year, Yr 9, now Yr 10, arranged 
a charity event including a dance 
performance by Roxanne Carney 
10H and Natalie Perkins 10H, a live 
performance by Simon Leggett’s  band 
10C with Lewis Copsey 10C, Katie 
Hart 10S, James Mullan 10S; and a 
fashion show with all clothes made by 
Janay Brazier 10C and Steph Drew 
10C. Many people were involved in the 
event, including students and teachers. 
During the lunchtime performance, 
Yr 9 managed to raise £35.50 for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust. Many thanks 
to Mrs. Park for helping to arrange it, 
Mrs. Smith for helping with advertising, 
and Mrs. Fincher and Mr. Hughes for 
collecting the money and keeping things 
in order. Also, thank you to the band 
members and all the models, including, 
Amy Seal 10C, Charlotte Still 10H, 
Alana Hustwick  10C, Jasmine Box 10C, 
Nicole Salmon 10H, Rachel Reade 10B, 
Alice Wenborn 10H and Jasmine Harris  10H.  We hope to 
arrange another charity event some time this year.

Janay Brazier 10C and Steph Drew 10C

Year 9 Charity Event


