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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to 
the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

The Friends of Notley 
High School Coach Trip 
- Last chance to book!
Stuck for ideas for Christmas 
presents this year? Fed up of serving 
the same old Christmas Fayre? Then 
why not get some new ideas and join 
the Friends of Notley High School on 
their trip to the Spirit of Christmas? 
But hurry, you need to book your 
places quickly.  See advertisement on 
page 2.

On 4 October 2006 we held the Official Dedication of the Janet Smart Memorial 
Garden at the school.  This event was combined with the exhibition of GCSE Art 
work and the Year 7 “Live Well Day” projects.

I am grateful to Mr Lee-Allan and Mrs Stubbs for their co-ordination of this very 
successful evening.  Mr Lee-Allan has written the following piece on the dedication 
of the Janet Smart Memorial Garden.

Janet Smart Memorial Garden Dedication Evening
Janet Smart was a much loved English teacher who died suddenly in 2003. Since 
then numerous staff and pupils have worked to help develop the Janet Smart 
Memorial Garden, sited in the English quad close to Janet’s former teaching 
room.

The garden was officially dedicated on 4 October. A specially invited guest list, 
who included Janet’s mother, Margaret, viewed the garden, ate cake made by 
Mrs Smart and then viewed the fantastic art displays of Year 11 coursework and 
Year 7 ‘Live Well Day’ projects.

Also attending was Bella D’Arcy, the award winning designer who helped students 
with their prospective designs for the garden. The winner of the competition, and 
the chosen designer for the project, Trudy Chappell, was also present to see how 
her designs had materialised. 

The site of the memorial has been totally transformed, yet the work remains 
ongoing, as staff are determined that the garden should reflect Janet’s 
determination to keep going despite enormous difficulties.  

Open Evening 2006
Once again we held a very successful Open Evening last night.  This evening is 
for parents considering sending their son or daughter to Notley in September 
2007.  We were very pleased that once again many parents visited Notley High 
School to see at first hand the quality of education we offer.  

Janet Smart Memorial Garden

 

The scheme is running from 11 
September until 5 November 2006. 
You can help us by collecting Sport 
for Schools and Clubs vouchers 
whenever you shop at Tesco. You can 
collect one voucher for every £10 you 
spend when shopping in any Tesco 
store or petrol station and when 
buying your groceries online. To see 
how much equipment our local area 
got last year visit www.tesco.com/
sport and help us make even more 
this year. You’ll also find top tips and 
advice on keeping children active 
and healthy.
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On Friday 29 September 
2006, we held a non-uniform 
day once again to make our 
contribution as a school to the 
Jeans for Genes appeal.

Jeans for Genes, organised by 
four national charities, raises 
funds for research into serious 
and often life-threatening 
genetic disorders affecting 

thousands of children.  In the UK, one baby in every 33 
is born with a genetic disorder or birth defect... that’s one 
born every 30 minutes whose life could be affected. There 
are over 4,000 recognised genetic disorders, some of 
which have no current treatment. Pioneering research to 
develop such treatments is being funded through Jeans for 
Genes and is bringing great hope to families.  This year, 6 
additional guest charities, including SPARKS and the Well 
Child Charity, are also benefiting from funds received.  You 
can find out more about them at www.jeansforgenes.co.uk.

The total amount raised on Friday was £1200.  We’re sure 
this money will make a difference, and would like to thank 
everyone who took part for their contribution.

Far left: Matthew Lawrence 70 

Large numbers of students had volunteered to help with 
activities in subject departments and as always they proved 
to be terrific ambassadors for the school.  They very much 
enjoyed talking freely and enthusiastically about life at 
Notley including the wide range of learning experiences 
which the school provides for them.  

My congratulations and thanks go to all the students 
and staff who collectively represented the school so well.  
Together they painted a picture of a school community 
which is dynamic and innovative in terms of learning but 
prepared to care for each student as an individual.  I would 
also like to give a special thank you to Mr Lee-Allan who 
led the team organising the event.

Key Stage 3 Awards Evening
Our annual Key Stage 3 Awards Evening will be held 
at the school on Thursday 19 October at 7.30pm. The 
evening is an opportunity for public celebration of the 
achievements of our Key Stage 3 students during the 
last academic year and a wide range of prizes and 
certificates will be presented. I hope that many parents 
of students receiving awards will be able to attend this 
important evening.

Jeans for Genes Day
I would like to thank everyone who participated in 
our non uniform day for the Jeans for Genes Appeal 
last Friday.  Further details of the day and the amount 
raised are given below left. 

Jeans for Genes Non-Uniform Day
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Drama at Key Stage 3

The book Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka tells the story of 
a young man called Gregor who one day transforms from 
a man into an insect. The strange tale is itself a metaphor 
of the way Kafka believed society with all its pressures and 
strains can take its toll on a person leading to isolation and 
even alienation just like the character of Gregor. Gregor’s 
family are obviously alarmed by his transformation and 
the play based upon Kafka’s story explores Gregor and his 
family coming to terms with his extreme physical change. 
The play’s style was highly original and the aim of the 
trip was to introduce GCSE students to a different style 
of theatre than perhaps the ones they have been used 
to seeing. The company that produced the show have a 
very interesting take on Theatre and its process. They say 
‘We create rules around each project, but avoid any 
general rules. The aim is always to find each project’s 
own voice, to be inspired by it to tell the story, and to 
make it exciting both to perform and to watch’. 

The Company’s philosophy was most definitely expressed 
through their performance. Examples of this were the main 
actor physically representing an insect throughout the 
whole performance which included him climbing all over 
the set, a false floor that turned into a trampoline and a set 
that changed and moulded around the performance. This 
culminated in the main actor falling from the top of the set 
to the bottom supported merely by a piece of red material 

Year 11 GCSE Drama trip to see Metamorphosis at the Lyric Theatre in Hammersmith
at the end of the performance. A haunting soundtrack 
was used that enhanced the emotion of all the characters’ 
plights to make it a very thought provoking piece of 
Theatre.

The Lyric Theatre is committed to producing work that 
is stimulating and experimental in its approach which 
makes it an ideal venue for students studying Drama. The 
Lyric’s ongoing experiment is in how you marry text and 
performance, spectacle and idea, and how you create 
really thrilling, visual and physical theatre that nonetheless 
has meaning and story. I think the students that came on 
the trip would agree that there was definite evidence of the 
above throughout the whole performance that made it such 
as visual feast.

Many thanks to all the teachers who accompanied the trip.

Performances Coming Soon: 
Theatre Centre – ‘God is a DJ’ – Tuesday 17 October 2006 
– Visiting Theatre Company for Year 10 Drama GCSE 
students.

Blood Brothers – Phoenix Theatre – Year 11 GCSE – Dates 
to be arranged.

Mrs Fincher
Head of Drama

Drama at KS3 begins with students developing essential 
skills to enable them to explore schemes of work that 
include Charlie and The Chocolate Factory, life for black 
South African children during apartheid and life for black 
people in America during the policy of segregation in the 
1950s.
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GCSE Drama at Notley.
At Notley the GCSE Drama course is varied and allows students to develop their skills in a variety of areas especially in 
performance.  

For assessed pieces of work students explore through the drama, life in Berlin during 1939 leading up to the start of the 
Second World War.

Students develop performance skills experimenting with Trestle Theatre Masks.

Students develop skills in interpreting play texts and directing others.
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Extra Curricular Drama at Notley

Notley enjoys a variety of extra curricular activities.  These 
include the School Production, Drama Club and various 
trips to the Theatre.

Rehearsals from the past production

Drama Club runs regularly and at last count over 70 students attended from all Year Groups.
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Art Materials and Equipment
Following the considerable interest expressed by students and parents in the packs of Art equipment which we offered for 
sale last term the Art Department will again be ordering these in November.  The equipment and materials are offered at 
cost price, purchased directly from our educational suppliers and represent a substantial saving on normal retail prices. We 
have included all the basic items which students following the Art GCSE course will find helpful.  The packs will be available 
from early December (in time for Christmas!), as follows:

Pack                              Contents:   Set of oil pastels (24 colours)

Cost £20      Watercolour paints in tin (12 colours)

       Pencil set (B – 6B)

       Paintbrushes, acrylic, 5 sizes

       Acrylic paints (12 tubes)

       2 x A4 quality, ring bound sketchbooks

       Putty rubber

       Colouring pencils (set of 12)

       Graphic outliner pen

       A3 plastic transport file to carry

If you would like to take advantage of this offer please fill in the form below (cheques payable to Notley High School, 
child’s name and form on the reverse please).  Return the form to your child’s Art teacher as soon as possible and not later 
than November 3rd.  Unfortunately orders received after this date cannot be accepted.

……………………………………………….............................……………………………………………………………………

Art Materials and Equipment
Son/daughter’s name: …………………………...................………...…………….………..     Tutor Group: ......………………

I would like to purchase a pack of Art equipment.  I enclose payment of £20                

Parent’s signature ………………………………………...................................................................................……………….

Year 8 Disco

Well at last the time had arrived; the biggest social event of 
the new school year – The Year 8 Disco!

Even the weather could not dampen the enthusiasm of the 
“dedicated followers of fashion”. But would they be able to 
deliver the fancy footwork?

Of course it was the “Divas” who were first to take centre 
stage on the dance floor, hotly followed by the boys, 
executing some very cool “street moves”.

Unfortunately all good things must come to an end, but not 

before the “slow dance”. I wonder what they will think of 
the photographic evidence when they reach Year 11?

Year 8 have asked me to thank, on their behalf, The Friends 
of Notley High School for organising the event. They 
would also like to thank Mrs Corbett, Mr Goodridge, Mrs 
Mortimer and Mr McPherson, Year 8 tutors who gave up 
their free time to support the event.  They would also like 
me to mention that they are already looking forward to the 
next one in March!

Mrs Bryers

Yr 8 Manager


