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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to the 
editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Lost Property
We currently have a large number 
of unnamed items in lost property, 
which have been there since before 
Christmas.  These include coats, shoes, 
trainers and bags.  All items will be on 
display near the office during the week 
commencing 15 January 2007.  If your 
child has lost any thing please impress 
upon them that they need to check lost 
property for them during that week.  
Any items not claimed during that time 
will be disposed of.  

Year 11 Photographs
On Thursday 1 February 2007 all 
Year 11 students will have Year, Tutor 
Group and individual photographs 
taken.  The photographers will produce 
a dual mount photograph of the Year 
Group and your son/daughter. They 
will also produce a set of individual 
photographs in various sizes.  You will 
have the opportunity to purchase these 
photographs at a later date.

I wrote to all parents at the beginning of 
last term regarding our plans to establish 
The Braintree Sixth Form Centre on the 
Notley High School site, in partnership 
with other local educational providers, 
from September 2009. During last term 
we held a statutory consultation with 
parents and submitted our proposals to 
the Learning and Skills Council and the 
Essex School Organisation Committee.  
I am delighted to let you know that we 
have now received confirmation of full 
funding for this project from the Learning 
and Skills Council.  The final decision 
regarding our plans rests with the Essex 
School Organisation Committee which 
meets on Tuesday of next week when Mr 
Gask, Chairman of Governors and I will 
present the case for the Braintree Sixth 
Form Centre. 

I would like to thank all parents who 
contributed to the consultation.  Your 
views were very much appreciated and 
we will respond to issues raised in the 
consultation as we pursue our plans for 
the new Sixth Form Centre. The School 
Organisation Committee Meeting next 
week is the final hurdle before we can 
proceed to implement our plans. I trust 
that we will receive a positive outcome 
from this meeting and we will of course 
keep you informed as we develop this 
exciting project for Notley High School 
and for Braintree. 

New Staff
At the start of this term we welcomed four 
new teachers to Notley High School:  

Sixth Form Proposals

Mr J Fuller joins us as Head of 
Mathematics having taught previously at 
St John Payne RC School in Chelmsford 
and St Martins’ School in Brentwood.  

Ms C Kipling joins us to teach in the 
Speech and Language Centre from 
Powers Hall Infant School in Witham. 

Miss H Smith joins the English 
department as a Graduate Teacher of 
English following her degree at Essex 
University.

Miss J Penhallurick joins us from Australia 
as an experienced Teacher of Drama.  

We also welcome four new Support Staff 
to the school. Mrs S Sergeant and Mrs H 
Lewsey join the Learning Support Team 
as Learning Support Assistants, Mrs K 
Brangham is our new Attendance Officer 
and Mrs J Lamb takes up the post of 
Food and Textiles Technician. 

We welcome all these new colleagues 
to the school and look forward to the 
contribution they will make to improving 
the quality of education for our students.  

Year 11
This is a very important time of year for 
our Year 11 students as they learn the 
lessons from their mock examinations 
last term and prepare themselves for the 
GCSE examinations in May and June.   
They are also engaged in completing 
many coursework tasks across all subject 
areas and I would ask all Year 11 
parents to support their children as they 
enter this crucial period of study.  

Year 10 and 11 Girls Kick 
Boxing
If you fancy joining in, come along.  
Starts Wednesday 10 January 3.30 
– 4.30 pm in the Gym.  For 5 weeks 
until half term.

Miss Gunn
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gusto by everyone, with Damian Mayo ably playing the 
electronic keyboard.  There were also many volunteers to be 
the hosts and hostesses who looked after the residents while 
they were with us.
At the end of the tea party the residents each received a 
small Christmas gift and card from Year 8, with best wishes 
for a Merry Christmas.  Whilst the residents finished their 
tea, students sang some impromptu Carols completely 
unrehearsed!  With Damian and Bethan providing the 
music, the entertainers and hosts/hostesses joined together 
to sing some more well-known Carols completely from 
memory.  The energy and enthusiasm was fantastic and the 
atmosphere in the Library was wonderful.  Unfortunately, 
all good things come to an end and as transport arrived, 
the residents began to leave.  All of them had enjoyed 
themselves immensely with comments like “Can we come 
again next year? We’ve had a wonderful time. Thank you 
for doing all this for us, it’s been lovely”.  The students’ 
comments included “Can we do this again next year?  
Do they have to go now?!  It’s been great to make them 
happy”.  One particular gentleman (a ‘bit of a character’ 
called Jimbo!) so loved it, that to show his appreciation, 
came back to a Year 8 assembly on Wednesday 10 January 
and presented the students with a painting especially for 
them.  This will now be put in pride of place in the Year 8 
area.  There’s definitely an affinity between the old and 
young – both benefiting enormously from each others’ 
company.  It was lovely to see and for them to experience.
All Year 8 students displayed exemplary manners, courtesy 
and respect during the event and parents can be rightly 
proud of their sons and daughters’ contributions to the 
party.  They made it a fun and entertaining afternoon for 
the senior citizens, who wholeheartedly appreciated their 
time with us and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  It’s heart 
warming to know that the true spirit of Christmas was within 
Notley High School, manifested by the students, staff and 
parents.  Without many people working together as a big 
team, this event could not have happened and everyone 
who gave of their time and generosity is herewith given 
a big ‘thank you’.  However, special thanks go to Jacqui 
Smith, Anita Bryers and Jane Shipton for co-ordinating the 
event.  Hoping you all had a Merry Christmas and wishing 
you a prosperous, happy and healthy New Year.
Year 8 Learning Group

On Thursday 14 December, Year 8 students and staff held 
a Christmas tea party for residents of four local retirement 
homes.  This was the first time Notley High School students 
had put on such an event and it turned out to be hugely 
successful for everyone. Twenty-four residents and nine 
carers from The Old Deanery, Bradbury House Residential 
Home, Fern Lodge and Kilkee Lodge Residential Home 
all accepted invitations, arriving at 3.30 pm.  They were 
greeted by some Year 8 hosts and hostesses and escorted 
in to the Library where the event was held.  A large 
Christmas tree was in place and the tables were decorated 
beautifully including Christmas crackers for everyone.  On 
arrival the guests were offered tea by the hosts, followed by 
a range of lovely tea-time fare including sandwiches, mince 
pies, sausage rolls, Christmas cake, meringues, biscuits 
and sponge cakes.  These had been provided by staff, 
students, parents and some were donated by local Tesco, 
M&S Simply Food and Sainsbury’s town centre stores.  The 
contributions were greatly appreciated and very generous; 
they were certainly enjoyed by everyone present!  Residents 
were also joined by senior members of staff, Trevor Lawn; 
Gillian Marshall and governors, John Pentelow; Trevor 
Parrott.
In the weeks preceding the party, Mrs Smith and Mrs Bryers 
had been auditioning and rehearsing volunteers from Year 
8 in order to put on an entertainment programme for the 
senior citizens to enjoy.  The response was overwhelming 
and it was difficult to choose which students to include, 
but eventually it was narrowed down to eight acts covering 
singing, dancing and instrumentals.  All the students 
performed brilliantly during the tea party with solos from 
Josh Pearson 8S (“Can You Feel The Love Tonight?” – Lion 
King), Damian Mayo 8O (guitar solo – “Seven Nations 
Army”; White Stripes), Nathan Dickson 8Y (“A Whole New 
World” – Aladdin), dancing from Ashleigh Aldridge 8B, 
Sophie Copsey 8B, Chloe Latta 8B and Laura Sargent 
8S, and duo, trio and quartet performances from Lauren 
Franklin 8H, Lucy Simmons 8H, Charlotte Waite 8H, Sophie 
Lodge 8S, Jade Outen 8S, Courtney Underhill 8S, Alex Lee 
8S, Jessica Goodale 8S, Sophie Hounsell 8B and Bethan 
Yeo 8B.  Among the many songs were “Amazing Grace” 
and “Jingle Bells”.  The grand finale was a ‘get together’ 
with the residents, students and staff all joining in to sing 
two Carols – “Good King Wenceslas” and “Deck The Halls 
With Boughs Of Holly” – both of which were sung with 

Senior Citizen’s Christmas Tea Party
Sponsored by M&S Simply Food, Tesco and J Sainsbury
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On Wednesday 10 January, Mr Jim Hickman, a resident 
of Bradbury House Residential Home, visited the school to 
thank Year 8 students for giving local retired people their 
Christmas Tea Party in December.  He was a guest speaker 
during assembly and thanked students for their kindness 
and effort for making it such a wonderful afternoon, not 
only for him, but also for the other elderly visitors.  Students 
listened attentively to Jim (as he prefers to be called!) as he 
talked to them about the importance of taking advantage 
of good education and also about the importance of 
good behaviour and manners throughout life.  He was 
kind enough to have painted a large underwater scene 
for Year 8 and presented this to two of the hostesses who 
were present at the Tea Party.  Hope Outen and Jade Wall, 
both of 8N, accepted the painting on behalf of the Year 
Group.  This will now be displayed on the Year 8 notice 
board in pride of place as a memento.  In return, the two 
girls presented Jim with a framed photograph, taken of 
him with students at the Tea Party.  He said he would hang 
it in his room at Bradbury House as a reminder of the good 
time he had experienced here at Notley.  It is hoped that 
the Christmas Tea Party will now be an ongoing event for 
each Year 8 group in future – Jim certainly seconded this!

Mrs J Smith
Assistant Learning Group Manager

Jim Hickman presenting his painting to Hope Outen and Jade Wall

A ‘Thank You’ To Year 8 Students

The Government Inspector
This year’s School Production is called ‘The Government 
Inspector’. It tells the tale of a small Russian town that is run 
by a corrupt Governor who is only interested in satisfying 
his own needs. News arrives that an Inspector is coming to 
investigate the running of the town and understandably the 
Governor starts to get a little worried. In his panic he listens 
to the news of two citizens who tell him that the Inspector 
has already arrived and has been in town for several days. 
This is not true and the man identified as the Inspector is in 
actual fact a disreputable gentleman who seeks to exploit 
every opportunity that comes his way, this new situation 
being no different.

This comic tale of a mistaken identity brings with it some 
hilarious results. The play will be on for three nights the first 
of which is Wednesday 31 January. Tickets will be on sale 
by the end of next week. Please hurry as seating is limited.

I look forward to seeing you there.

J Fincher
Head of Drama
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Friends of Notley High 
School

Quiz Night 

Saturday 20 January 2007 
7.30 pm 

At the School 
Please bring your own drinks and nibbles. 

Maximum 8 people per team. 
£7.50 per head to include a fish and chip supper. 
Prizes for the winning and most challenged teams! 

To obtain your tickets, please complete the tear off slip below and 
return it to the school in an envelope marked: FNHS – Quiz Tickets 

Hope to see you there!
�----------------------------------------------------------------------
Name ………………………………………………………….…
Child’s Name …………….………...……….Tutor Group .….. 
Please send ……….. tickets for the FNHS Quiz Night on
Saturday 20 January 2007 at a cost of £7.50 per head. 
Vegetarian option available.  Number required ……….. 
I enclose a cheque (made payable to The Friends of Notley  
High School) for £.........
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Are There
Different Types of 

Coral Reef?

The Biggest Reef in
The World!!!

The Great Barrier Reef, one of 
the natural wonders of the 
world, Could be under threat 
from a new form of algae. 
Scientists say they are 
concerned that the blanket of 
Golden algae could smother and 
kill the coral. When scientists
removed the algae they saw that 
the coral was rather bleached.

The Great Barrier Reef 
stretches over 2300km!! 

There are four different types 
Of Coral Reefs These Are: 

Fringing Reefs,-these develop 
along the coasts of tropical
Islands. The corals grow
upwards to sea level or just below 
and outwards towards the open 
ocean.

Platform Reefs- these lie in
sheltered seas and quite far off 
shore.

Barrier Reefs– A Coral Reef 
growing parallel to the
coastline and  
separated from it by a lagoon. 

Atolls are rings of reef. They
Typically have a shallow sandy,
Sheltered lagoon in the
middle.

Platform Reef

<<
<<

 

How Are Coral 
Reefs Formed?

How are Coral 
Reefs Under 

Threat?
Coral Reefs are formed when 

hundreds of hard coral 
colonies, grow next to and on 

top of each other.Coral 
reefs, also known as sea 
gardens, are structures 

consisting of coral skeletons 
built upon coral skeletons. 

Where are they found?
� In Shallow, Warm Water. 

� Found at Depths of less than 46m. 

� Western Atlantic Reefs:  Bermuda,    
Bahamas, Caribbean Islands, Belize,
Florida and Gulf of Mexico. 

Other Reefs are in Hawaii and the Red Sea.
By  Jasmine Massidda and Joel McLeod 8T

Coral Reefs are under threat 
by global warming and pollution, 
also predators such as “The 
Thorn Of Crowns”… as shown 
below.
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Year 8 Geography
Year 8 pupils have been learning about coral reefs.  They were asked to produce a brochure, using Publisher to describe 
the conditions under which coral reefs form and the threats to them.  This brochure was produced by Jasmine Massidda 
and Joel McCleod of 8T.
E Elstone
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Year 9 History
Year 9 study the Twentieth Century World in History.  As one of their homework activities they are asked to research a 
significant person, event or discovery from the century and produce a poster informing the reader about their chosen topic 
and arguing why it was significant.

M Higgon
Head of History

Georgina Riches 9H

Kirstie Thorogood 9T
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Lauren Aston 9H

Want To Get Involved In 
Creative Activities Outside 
School?
UNTITLED in Colchester run a series 
of after school workshops specially 
designed for 14-16 year olds 
Workshops encourage pupils to:

-Become creatively involved with 
contemporary art.

-Have a voice and freedom of 
expression

-Develop work that is not curriculum 
based

-Meet like minded people.

Wednesdays 4.30-6.00 pm

£3.50 per session booking essential. 
For more information contact:

The Minories Art Gallery.

74 High St Colchester.

CO11UE. Telephone 

(01206) 557067. 

Or email info@firstsite.uk.net.

Year 8 students have already raised 
funds this year for Little Haven 
Children’s Hospice, near Rayleigh.  
It is an extremely worthwhile cause 

Help Little Haven Children’s Hospice – Buy A ‘Harry’ Bear!

Year 9 History. continued

as the Hospice gives expert care to 
children with life-limiting illnesses 
and respite for their families.  It 
costs well over £1.5 million a year 

to run and we are planning to raise 
additional funds for the Hospice 
through the sale of an adorable little 
bear called Harry Haven.  There are 
200 for sale at £1.50 each and will 
be available to students, staff and 
parents at lunchtime on Monday 
15 January from the Assistant Year 
Managers’ Office.  You will be able 
to buy them from either Mrs Shipton 
or Mrs Salmon.

Harry measures 12 cm x 15 cm and 
makes a lovely personal bear, or, 
he would also make an ideal gift to 
someone special – Valentine’s Day 
is coming up soon!!  All he really 
needs is a good home!  Could that 
be yours?  So don’t miss out, buy 
one next week as a treat or make 
someone else happy, including 
all the children at Little Haven 
Children’s Hospice – they really do 
need your help.  If we sell all 200, 
the Hospice will receive £300 which 
would be fantastic.  Mrs Shipton 
and Mrs Salmon will be ready and 
waiting for the rush on Monday!

Mrs J Smith
Assistant Learning Manager
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Year 10 Art Gallery Visit
On 12 and 13 December, Year 10 Art GCSE students 
visited The National Gallery and Tate Britain.  

At The National Gallery we were shown some of the 
pictures we have been studying in class such as ‘The 
Ambassadors’ by Hans Holbein and ‘Sunflowers’ by 
Van Gogh. The Gallery was very big and made it easy 
to get lost.

It was very interesting to see all of the paintings and 
compare them with the reproductions we were shown in 
class.  We made notes and sketches to use part of our 
coursework project on “Still Life”.

At Tate Britain we looked at The Turner Prize exhibition.   
This exhibition had four contemporary artists who work 

Library Christmas Quiz
I would like to say a big “thank you” and “well done” to 
everyone who took part in the Library Christmas Quiz. 
It was a very close competition; we had a number of 
entries with high scores. The competition ended with 
three winners, each scoring an impressive 12 out of 15. 
Congratulations go to:

Holly Chapman 7B

Bradley Pack 8H

Jess Barnard 10S

If you enjoyed taking part in the quiz watch out for more 
competitions and activities in the Library in the New Year. 
Information will be posted on the notice boards outside 
and inside the Library and in the newsletter, so watch 
this space! Well done once again to our winners and to 
everyone who entered the competition. Special thanks 
also go to all the student librarians for all their help 
promoting this event.

Thank you
Miss Arnold.

in different and unusual ways.  One of the artists Phil 
Collins had built a television studio inside the gallery as 
a comment on reality TV shows. This television studio is 
an actual working television studio where he is working 
on another piece of artwork.

Other artists had built constructions and made sculptures 
about questioning our ideas about Art and the world.

The winner of the £25,000 prize was Tomma Abts. Her 
works were layered, illusionistic abstract paintings. We 
thought the trip was really worthwhile and enjoyable as 
it made a real difference seeing the artwork in reality 
and helped you to understand it better.

Charlie Jennings 10Y


