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Ex-Year 11 Coursework
All previous Year 11 coursework must 
be collected by 9 February. After this 
date, ALL coursework will be destroyed.

Mrs Salmon

I am delighted to inform all parents and friends of the school that the Essex 
School Organisation Committee approved our plans for The Braintree Sixth 
Form Centre last week.  The Centre will open in September 2009 and the 
first students to enrol will be drawn from the current Year 9 at Notley and our 
partner schools in the Braintree 14 – 19 Consortium (Alec Hunter, Honywood, 
Ramsey and Tabor).

The development of the Braintree Sixth Form Centre is an immensely 
exciting project, not only for Notley High School, but also for the whole 
of the Braintree area, providing alternative curriculum routes, such as the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma and new Specialist Diplomas for 
students in the town.

Over the next few months we will be developing the design of the building 
with our architects, Stanley Bragg Partnership, and submitting a full planning 
application.  We anticipate that building will start on site early in 2008 and 
will take around 15 months.

I would like to thank the Governors of the school for their strong support 
for this venture and especially, Mr D Gask (Chair of Governors) Mr R Caryl 
(Parent Governor) and Mr L Hopkins (Staff Governor) who have worked 
tirelessly with me to advance our plans.  

I will keep you informed as our plans develop and I look forward to 
explaining more of this exciting project to our Year 9 parents at the Upper 
School Courses Evening in February.

Friends of Notley Quiz Night
On 20 January 2007 we held our annual quiz night organised by the Friends 
of Notley High School.  The turn out on the night was excellent with around 
140 participants who enjoyed the quiz hosted by Dave and Jacqui Parker. 

I would like to thank Dave and Jacqui for organising our quiz so well and 
thank the Friends of Notley High School once again for their strong support 
of the school.  Thanks also go to Nicola Thurman and Moya Farmery who 
prepared a delicious fish and chip supper for everyone on the evening.  The 
quiz raised £690 for the school, a record for this event! 

School Production of “The Government Inspector”
We are now in the final phase of rehearsals for our annual school production 
which takes place in the Drama Studio on the evenings of Wednesday 31 
January, Thursday 1 and Friday 2 February 2007.  This year Mrs Fincher, our 
Head of Drama, is directing “The Government Inspector” by Nikolai Gogol.  
There are a limited number of tickets still available but these are selling fast!  
Please contact the School Office for further details.  I look forward to seeing 
many of you at the Production next week.

Green Light for The Braintree 
Sixth Form Centre

MSN Live Messenger
We have experienced a number 
of unpleasant incidents in school 
recently relating to the use of MSN 
Live Messenger.  This is an instant ‘live 
chat’ facility on the Internet which is 
widely used by many students.  When 
used sensibly it is an excellent tool for 
communicating quickly with a large 
group of people.  However, some 
students are using it as a vehicle for 
insulting or abusing other students 
(a form of bullying which we will 
not tolerate) or even to broadcast 
inappropriate webcam or mobile phone 
images of other students.

I would urge all parents to be vigilant 
in monitoring their children’s use of 
mobile phone and computer technology 
at all times.  Technologies available 
now can be a tremendous aid to 
learning and we actively encourage 
such use but they are also open to 
abuse.

I trust we can rely on your support and 
would ask that you contact us through 
your child’s form tutor if you have 
concerns regarding your child’s use of 
mobile phone or computer technology.

Mr Thompson

Headteacher

Year 11 Photographs
On Thursday 1 February 2007 all 
Year 11 students will have Year, Tutor 
Group and individual photographs 
taken.  The photographers will produce 
a dual mount photograph of the Year 
Group and your son/daughter. They 
will also produce a set of individual 
photographs in various sizes.  You will 
have the opportunity to purchase these 
photographs at a later date.
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Stansted Airport and Colchester Zoo were two organisations 
visited by the Year 10 Leisure and Tourism pupils earlier 
this term.  The visit to Stansted, hosted by Servisair and 
Swissport, was part of the Customer Services unit.  Pupils 
were able to shadow check in staff before going behind 
the scenes on an airport tour.  They were able to follow the 
route of baggage before going through to the departure 
gates to observe security procedures.  There was a final visit 
to the departure lounge before entering ‘no man’s land’ 
prior to passport control.  This turned out to be a busy day 
at the airport as planes were being diverted from Heathrow 
as a result of gale force winds on that day.
At Colchester Zoo, the group was observing marketing 
practice in preparation for the Marketing Portfolio.  They 
attended an excellent presentation given by one of the 
Zoo’s education officers before collecting their own 
evidence of marketing techniques at the Zoo.  Mr Muttock 
and Miss Elstone accompanied the Leisure and Tourism 
group on these visits.
Miss Elstone

Year 10 Visit to Stansted Airport and Colchester Zoo

Ex-Notley High Head Boy Secures Funding to Represent England
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Year 7 English
7N have been reading “Skellig”, a novel by David Almond.  
The book is about a boy who is very worried about his 
new baby sister, but is helped by a mysterious being called 
Skellig.

The class ‘found’ poems in the text by choosing lines from 
the book and reorganising them.

Food and Textiles Coursework – Year 11 
Students
Students who are behind with coursework or who need 
further support ought to attend any of the sessions below 
which will run from 8 January 007 until the end of 
February.

Monday lunchtime G20 Mrs Williams

Tuesday evening  G18 Mrs Wilson

Tuesday evening  G19 Mrs Crawford

Wednesday lunchtime G19 Mrs Brenner

Skellig
I found him in the garage

Lying there in the darkness.
Dust and dirt, filthy and pale,

I‛d soon realise the truth about him.
Extraordinary, extraordinary being.

What can I get for you?
Twenty seven and fifty three
Twenty seven and fifty three!

Food of the gods, sweetest of nectars.

William Green

The Baby
Haven‛t decided a name yet,

Her face is dead white and her hair is dead black.
In a glass case with tubes and wires in her,

Listen hard and hear her breathing.
The thin rattle of her breath, feel her heart beating 

fast.
Gazing down at the baby,

Will she die?
Amber Baker

The Baby
The flaming baby,

Asleep in my arms,
Her eyes were bold, her tiny hands.

The wires and the tubes are in her again,
I heard her breathing heart.

Is she going to die I said,
They‛re operating on her heart?

Connor Turner
Skellig

Beneath his jacket were wings,
Skellig‛s hand tightened.

Groaned and twisted with agony,
Skin cracked and crazed.

Smell of dust, old clothes and sweat,
He winced with pain,

Crackle of his breathing
Twisted and uneven.

Jessica Wood

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would like to be included in 
the School Newsletter, you can email it directly to the editors 
at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the Monday prior to 
publication. 

Year 10 English Trip
At the end of last term, ten Year 10 students had the 
opportunity to watch and even take part in the Royal 
College of Psychiatrists’ Christmas Debate for Young 
People.  The motion to be debated was ‘This House 
believes that reality TV exploits people with mental health 
problems’.  

Early in the morning, we met Miss Maggs and Mr Fincken 
at Braintree Train Station, from where we travelled to 
London.  Several tube stops and a short walk later, we had 
arrived at our destination.  We took our seats and the room 
slowly began to fill with other students.  In due course, the 
debate began.  The two sides put forward their arguments 
for and against the motion and interesting references were 
made both to historical sources and to countless reality TV 
shows and contestants.

Once the debate had finished, the Chairman gave the 
opportunity for the audience to voice their comments and 
opinions.  Several valid points were made and one of 
our party also contributed.  In the end, the majority voted 
against the motion.

It was fascinating to watch and be part of a professional 
debate and a fantastic opportunity for all those who were 
invited.  I would like to thank Mr Fincken for organising the 
trip and Miss Maggs too for accompanying us!  

Connie van Zanten 10L
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Menu
Main

Red Thai Curry
Beef in Black Bean Sauce
Pork in Cantonese Sauce

Chicken Chow Mein
Vegetarian Quorn Stir Fry

Vegetable Spring Rolls

Side Dishes
Special Fried Rice

Boiled Rice
Prawn Crackers

Dessert
Pineapple or Banana Fritters

Choose 3 Main Dishes plus 1 Side Dish £1.75
Dessert 50p

Main Dish £1.00
Side Dish 50p

Sandwiches, Salads, Paninis and Hot Pasta will also be available.
Free School Meal Voucher will not be affected by price.

Chinese New Year
Tuesday 20 February 2007
Celebrate the Year of the Pig


