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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email 
it directly to the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Spring Concerts

Tesco Computers for 
Schools 2007
It’s back!  
Tesco 
vouchers are 
again being 
issued now 
in all supermarkets, petrol stations 
and Express stores:  See page 7 
for more details.

Holiday Activities at 
Notley Sports Centre
Notley Sports Centre is running 
an indoor netball/multiskills 
session on Wednesday 11 April. 
Years 7, 8 & 9 can take part from 
1-3pm at a cost of £6

It is also running an indoor 
Cricket Camp on Thursday 12 
April. Year 7 boys and girls can 
partake between 10am and 3pm 
at a cost of £14.

Both events are taking place at 
The Notley Sports Centre.

Places are limited. To book call 
01376 331616 or email
csc@braintree.gov.uk 

It was a great pleasure to witness once again the 
very high standards of musical performance at 
our Spring Concerts which took place on Tuesday 
20 March and Wednesday 21 March 2007.  The 
standard of performance from the junior choir, 
senior choir, jazz band, flute ensemble and 
the windband was very high indeed and there 
were also many excellent individual and group 
performances.

The Spring Concerts also provide an opportunity 
to thank our Year 11 students who leave us 
this year for their contribution to the Music 
department over their time in the school.  We 
thank them for the efforts they have put in and 
hope that they will continue their musical interests 
beyond Notley.

The audiences on both nights were very appreciative and I would wish to thank 
Mrs Hanna for her excellent leadership of Music in the school and Mrs Robb for 
her strong contribution to the Music Department.  Thanks must also go to Mr 
Callely for his participation in the Windband.  

Mrs Crawford
At the end of this term, Mrs Crawford 
leaves the Food and Textiles 
Department to pursue other career 
interests.  

I would like to thank Mrs Crawford for 
her contribution to Notley High School 
over the last sixteen months and we 
wish her well for the future. 

End of Term and Start of 
Summer Term
I would like to thank all parents for 
your strong support of the school over 
this last term and remind you that, as 
usual, the term will end at 2.00 pm 
on Friday 30 March 2007.  Buses and 
taxis have been ordered for this time.  
The summer term begins at the usual 
time on Monday 16 April 2007.  May I 
wish all parents, students and staff an 
enjoyable and restful holiday.

Wanted - 50 Front Gardens
For the 4th year running, Bartlett 
Hammond Estate Agents and Valuers 
have generously agreed to sponsor 
the Notley High School Grand Draw 
by providing the first prize of £200. In 
return, we need to find 50 front gardens whose owners are willing to display 
a board advertising this fact. Can you help? The boards are similar to a ‘For 
Sale’ board, but they have the date and time of the Fête instead of ‘For Sale’. 
The company will carefully erect the boards so that no damage is caused 
during May and collected after the School Fête in June, a period of about four 
weeks. No work is required of the homeowner.    

Please can you display a board and help us to secure this sponsorship? If so, 
please complete and return the slip on page 2 to the School Office.
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wanted - 50 Front Gardens - Permission Slip

Name ……………………………………………………….....................................................................………………..

Child’s Name ………………...................................…………………………………………… T/G ……………………...

Telephone Number…………………………………………………………………

I would be willing to display a board in my garden.

My address, including postcode, is ………………………………………………..…...................................………………

…………………………………………………...…………………………………...................................……………………

Signed………………………….…………………………………

Have Your Say 2007

On the 22nd of March Notley High School took part in the 
opening round of this year’s competition at Headingham 
School.  

‘Have Your Say’ is a competition for young linguists, now 
in its 21st year organised by the A.L.L. (Association for 
Language Learning) for Essex & Suffolk.  

This year pupils from years 7-9 participated in the 
competition in pairs and performed without notes, one 
dialogue chosen from those supplied by the teacher. The 
dialogues provided for Years 7-9 are open-ended and 
pupils are expected to provide their own conclusion of 4 
lines. 

This year the following pupils have won through to the 
regional final to be held at Thomas Lord Audley Language 
College on Tuesday 15th of May.

Year 7 (French) James Savage 7E, Matthew Knowles 7E

Year 8 (French) Chloe Latta 8B, Lauren Franklin 8T

Year 8 (Spanish) Alex Lee 8S, Megan Thomas 8Y

Year 9 (French) Hannah Chinnery 9H, Lauren Aston 9H

Year 9(Spanish) Zak Bailess 9H, James Pickering 9H 

I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the 
above pupils on their success and wish them all the best for 
the final also many thanks go to all the staff involved for 
their hard work and dedication.

Mr Berry Deputy Head of MFL
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Pupils with that ‘X’ Factor
Kelly Sturgess of 11T has won a place at the Italia Conti 
Academy of Theatre Arts in London to study for a Diploma 
in Professional Musical Theatre.  

Kelly, who has been dancing since she was four years old, 
specialises in modern, ballet and tap dancing at White 
Court Dancing Ltd.  

In addition, another of our year 11 students, Hanna 
Greenwood, recently passed her audition for BodyWorks 
Performing Arts College in Cambridge. 

Like Kelly, Hanna has been dancing since the age of 4 and 
has studied ballet, 
modern, jazz and 
street, amongst 
others. 

Our congratulations 
go to both these 
talented students 
and we look forward 
to following their 
future careers on 
stage and screen!

As many of you will be aware, a  
Public Speaking Competition was 
held for Year 10 Notley students last 
term.  Following that there was a Year 
10 trip to a professional debate in 
London.  Finally, the school’s team 
took part in the Essex Metropolitan 
round of the English Speaking Union 
Public Speaking Competition.  The 
team, Connie van Zanten, Jasmyn 
McGuile, Nicolette Ester and Rebecca 
Letsche, travelled to Bancroft’s 
School, an independent school in 
Woodford Green, East London, for the 
competition.

When we arrived, we were all 
overwhelmed by the school; it was as 
though we had stepped into an Enid 
Blyton book!  It had everything: tall, 
majestic red brick walls and closely 
cropped green grass complete with 
‘Please do not walk on the grass’ 
signs!  It was incredible.

We arrived very early and so 
we embarked on a few final practices.  
When it came to meeting the other 
teams and letting the ones to which 
we were assigned know the topic for 
our presentation, our Questioner was 
in for a big shock!  We thought that 
each team had been sent the same list 
of topics to choose from, so questions 
had been prepared for each one.  
It turned out that each school had 
been sent a different selection and so 
our Questioner had to learn about 

Proportional Representation - and fast! 

First up was the Notley High School 
Speaker, Connie van Zanten, whose 
topic was ‘The Past is a Foreign 
Country’, which was chaired and 
questioned by Bancroft’s School, the 
hosts.  Our Chair and Questioner 
were linked to the last team to 
perform.  After watching all the 
presentations, the judges retired to 
discuss their results as the competitors 
were served tea and cakes, and had a 
chance to talk and congratulate each 
other.  

When the judges returned, it was 
announced that the deserving 
winners were Brentwood School, 
another independent school, 
whose Speaker gave a passionate and 
interesting speech about Modern Art.  
Notley were runners-up, beating not 
only Year 11 students from Ilford but 
also our private school hosts!  All in 
all, a very pleasing result and proof 
that not going to a private school 
doesn’t make you less able than 
somebody who does!

Connie van Zanten 10L    

Notley Students Excel in the English Speaking Union Public Speaking Competition
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GCSE ART 
Using Sketchbooks at GCSE Level

A sketchbook is a collection of work which helps you to 
develop ideas and to think creatively.

A sketchbook can show:

• How ideas develop over time
• The progress made in gaining skills, knowledge and 

understanding
• Your personality and your individual ideas

A sketchbook can be used for :

• Drawing from observation
• Experimenting with different materials and 

techniques
• Researching and collecting information
• Developing ideas for your work
• Making studies of the work of artists and designers
• Working independently and using your own initiative
• Evaluating your work and thinking about how to 

improve it

GCSE Art - Assessment Objectives

Pupils are assessed on their ability to:

• Record observations, experiences and ideas in forms 
that are appropriate to intentions

• Analyse and evaluate images, objects and artefacts 
showing an understanding of context

• Develop and explore ideas using media, 
processes and resources, reviewing 
and, modifying and refining work as it 
progresses

• Present a personal response, realising 
intentions and making informed 

connections 
with the 
work of 
others

These 
illustrations 
show 
pages of 
sketchbook 
work 
produced 
for the 
final GCSE 
unit “Me, 
Myself, I” 
by Grace 
Price.
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Personal Exercise Programme Work from PE
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Staff Questionnaire: Mrs Gunn

A busy term on the social front!

Our yearly Quiz Night held on 
Saturday, 20th January was a roaring 
success and raised a record amount 
of £688. We had 140 participants in 
20 teams who battled away during the 
night to win the coveted title of Quiz 
Night Champions 2007!

On Friday, 2nd March, 125 Year 8 
pupils attended their Spring Term 
Disco in the Drama Studio at the 
School. The evening was a great 
success and we are very pleased to 

announce that we rasied £233.

On Friday, 23rd March, 131 Year 
7 pupils attended their Spring Term 
Disco which was also held in the 
Drama Studio at the School. As is 
becoming the norm with this year 
group, we completely sold out of 
refreshments and consequently raised 
a fantastic £294! Well done Year 7!!

So …. where are we going to spend 
this money??

We have recently been approached 
by the Music Department who have 

asked us to help them purchase an 
Interactive Whiteboard and some new 
software and we shall be putting the 
£1215 raised from the above events 
into that pot!

A big thank you to all who have 
participated in helping us to raise this 
amount. We couldn’t do it without you!

A date for your diary ….. the Summer 
Fete is to be held on Sunday, 24th 
June 2007 from 1pm – 4 pm.  

Hope to see you there!
The Friends of Notley High School

Keeping Children Safe on the Internet
With the ever increasing use of the Internet by children 
of all ages, how do parents know they are safe while 
communicating with ‘friends’?  How do parents stop 
children from accessing certain websites?  How do you stop 
your home PCs from outside attack?  PC World is selling 
Symantec Norton Internet Security 2007 for the excellent 
Half Price of £34.99 (including VAT) which can be installed 
on up to 3 PCs in the home.  This is very good value, easy 
to install and has very good online support from Symantec.

When this product is purchased, parents can download 
the Norton Internet Security Add-on Pack for FREE from the 
Symantec website.  The Add-on Pack includes:

• Norton Parental Control - Blocks access to Web 
sites not suitable for children.

• Norton AntiSpam - Automatically filters out annoying 
and dangerous fraudulent or phishing emails from your 
email in-box.

• Confidential Information Blocking - Alerts you if 
unauthorized sensitive personal information is being 
sent out over the Internet via email, instant messaging 
or web pages.

• Ad Blocking - Keeps banner ads and pop-up and pop-
under windows off the screen for faster Web browsing.

There are PC World retail outlets at Tollgate Retail Park, Colchester and Chelmer 
Village Retail Park, Chelmsford.  Orders can also be placed online at: www.pcworld.
co.uk (postage and packing extra at £4.95).      Mrs J Smith – Director of ICT

Norton Internet 
Security 2007 
(Symantec) 

• 3 USER VERSION
• Automatically removes 

viruses
• Automatically removes Trojans & worms
• Helps block attackers & unwanted content
• Helps hide computer from hackers
• Prevents confidential info being misused
• Control over incoming & outgoing traffic
• Inspects the computer for security holes
• Checks each URL against global blacklist
• Firewall to protect from infection

Age: older than you

Subjects taught: P.E and Geography

Form group: 7E

Where Born: Shropshire

Other schools worked at:
Tendring High School

Do you have any children: Almost

How long have you worked at Notley: 
11 years

Favourite member of staff: 
Mr Ferguson – he’s funny!

Favourite Book: The Da Vinci Code

Favourite football team: Colchester

Favourite food and drink: 
Lager and Indian

Favourite year group: Last year 11

Ideal pupil: One that is away

Where do you live: Colchester

Most embarrassing experience at 
school: Being mistaken for a pupil

If you won a million pounds what 
would you spend it on: 
A fitness centre

Ideal job: Private fitness instructor to 
someone famous

Ideal holiday: Skiing in Canada

FNHS Recent Fundraising – an Update!
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The CHIPS Shop - Your questions answered

Welcome to the second edition of C.H.I.P.S Shop, 
the page in school where you can get advice and 
information.

To contact us please e-mail to chipsshop@notleyhigh.
com and then look for your advice in the next newsletter. 
If you wish you can also write direct and pass your letters 
to the front office in a sealed envelope. You can write 
anonymously and we will not reveal any names in the 
magazine.

Hopefully you are all aware of the C.H.I.P.S (Childline 
in Partnership with Schools) students at Notley High 
School who are trained to assist younger students with 
any issues they may have. If you wish you could contact these students 
directly at any time, just look out for their telephone badges.

In addition you can always speak to members of staff - maybe your Form Tutor or Year Manager, friends or even 
parents.

Dear Chips Shop

I have a problem that I hope you can help me with; 
actually I’m amazed that I found the time to write. We 
have exams coming up soon and I always seem to be 
the one who misses deadlines, who forgets to hand in 
work, who is amazed at times that everyone else has 
done things and I haven’t, even though they are pretty 
obvious and simple – I just can’t seem to get organised 
at all. Now of course we get to the last bit before our 
real exams and I’m also getting really stressed. Can you 
help?

Forgetful Year er, oh yes 11.

Dear Forgetful

It sounds like the problems you have stem from a basic 
lack of organisation in your life. It happens to just 
about everyone to a degree and is more of a problem 
at certain times, as you mentioned. Firstly lets make it 

clear that nobody no matter how bright can hold all 
the information they need in their heads – so you need 
some aids to help your organisation. Why not use your 
journal much more, make it like your diary to write down 
deadlines and exam dates but also one or two social 
occasions or birthdays, that way you are much more 
likely to look at it more often. Why not have a plan on 
your door or wall in your bedroom to remind you of 
things to do today and check it before you go to bed. 

Stress is also natural and a little bit is good too much, 
however, will lower your performances so reduce the 
stress by reducing the silly mistakes and oversights you 
are making.

Remember you can always get extra help with planning 
from your subject staff and Form Tutor. When people say 
get your journal out remember this means you too.

Hope the exams go well.

Best wishes Chips Shop.

Tesco Computers for Schools 2007
It’s back!  Tesco vouchers are again being issued now in all supermarkets, 
petrol stations and Express stores:

• Tesco Computers for Schools 2007 runs in stores for 10 weeks between 5th 
March and 13th May. 

• One voucher is given for every £10 spent in Tesco stores and petrol filling 
stations in a single transaction (excluding purchases from Concessions, 
Tobacco Kiosk, prescription medicines, infant formulae or the sale of 
National Lottery tickets and scratch cards). 

• One voucher is given for every £5 spent in Tesco Express stores (subject to the above exclusions). 
• Customers then donate their vouchers to schools, who exchange the vouchers for free computer equipment. 

Calling all parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, staff and students; please collect and send in all your vouchers to 
school to help us obtain some great new resources for students to enjoy.  Last year we ‘banked’ some 30,000 vouchers 
so we could add them to this year’s total.  This will allow us to get some serious computer or music equipment!  We’re 
looking forward to receiving as many vouchers as possible this year – just send them in with your child to hand to the ICT 
Technicians. 

Thank you.

email us at chipsshop@notleyhigh.com 
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