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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Looking For Something A 
Little Different To Do This 
Summer?
If you are interested in arts and 
crafts, and enjoy working with 
children – perhaps with a view to 
your future career – Braintree District 
Museum needs you!

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 31 July to 23 August 
we are holding Childrens’ Activities.  
Sessions run from 10.30 am to 
12.30 pm and 1 pm to 3 pm so 
you will need to be on the premises 
between 10 am and 4 pm (but you 
don’t have to work each day or for 
all of the sessions if you have other 
commitments.)  If you would like to 
be part of a small team of helpers 
working alongside the Artists/Activity 
Leaders, please telephone Lesley at 
the Museum on 01376 325266 for 
further information.  You must be 
over 16 by the 31 July and you will 
even be paid!

At the beginning of this term, our architects, Stanley Bragg Partnership, submitted 
the Planning Application for The Braintree Sixth Form Centre to Essex County 
Council.  During last term we held extensive discussions with the architects on the 
design for the Sixth Form Centre.  The photograph above shows the final design 
for The Braintree Sixth Form Centre superimposed in its intended position at the 
front of the school.  (Due to the limitations of photocopying you may wish to visit 
the school website to see a clearer image of The Braintree Sixth Form Centre). 
Approval of the Planning Application will take about three months following which 
we will be tendering for the building contract.  Our intention is that work will begin 
on site constructing the new Sixth Form Centre in January 2008.  
We will keep you informed on further developments regarding The Sixth Form 
Centre in future Newsletters and we will, of course, be working particularly closely 
over the next two years with our current Year 9 students, who will be the first 
students to join the Sixth Form Centre.  

Revision and Examinations
We have now entered the time of year when examinations are in full swing with 
Year 9 taking their national curriculum tests this week and GCSE practical and oral 
examinations now well under way.  I am confident that all our students have been 
well prepared for their examinations through the hard work and dedication of staff 
in lessons and through our extensive extra-curricular activities programme.  The 
SATs on Saturday programme, organised by Mrs Moss and Miss Spenceley, has 
once again provided revision opportunities for our Year 9 students.  During the 
Easter break many Year 11 students attended revision sessions in preparation for 
their GCSE examinations.  Further revision sessions will be taking place during the 
forthcoming half term holiday. I would like to thank Mr Lawn and Mr Williams for 
their organisation of this programme for Year 11 students.  

Planning Application for The 
Braintree Sixth Form Centre
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Year 8 ICT Work
Year 8 have been researching about genetically modified food to answer the question “Should we be worried about the 
development of GM food?”   They created a presentation with a speech with the audience being the rest of the class.  It 
was important for students to be able to tell which websites were reliable and if they could authenticate the authors.  Bias 
also had to be taken into account, as well as how long ago the text was written.  The following is part of the presentation 
created by Mia Edwards and Danielle Smith of 8B.

This scheme of work was really interesting and exciting to 
research. We definitely wouldn’t mind doing it again. We 
had to research genetically modified foods and we had to 
include balanced arguments. We did this by going on the 
Internet and websites then highlighting good arguments. 
We also had to include notes which we had to say along 
with our presentation. This was probably the hardest part 
of the project, thinking of things to say then remembering 
what we had to say when we were presenting it to the rest 
of our tutor group.

By Mia Edwards and Danielle Smith, 8B

O ur conc lus ion

• O u r la s t po int is  tha t w e  thin k yo u sho u ld 
be  w o rrie d a bo ut ge ne tica lly  mo difie d 
fo o ds  a s  the y  a re  be co min g mo re  a nd 
m o re  o n the  fo o d ma rke t. Y e a rs  a go  the re  
w a s  no t a s  ma ny  he a lth pro b le ms  a s  the re  
a re  no w  a n d ge ne tica lly  mo difie d fo o ds  
ca n be  bla m e d fo r this .

O ur FOR argum ent

O ur firs t a rgum ent is  tha t a ll the  chem ica ls  
in  the  genetica lly m od ified  foods is  m aybe 
go ing  to  cause im p lica tions w ith  our 
bod ies la te r on  in  life  
B ut do w e actua lly  know  if every gene has 
been changed by chem ica ls                                        

O ur AG A IN ST  argum ents

T he  c hem ic als  in o ur fo od s  co uld  he lp  the m  g ro w 
q uic ke r than the  foo ds  that ha ve n’t b e e n 
inte rfe red .

Year 11
Next week Year 11 will be holding their Prom Evening and 
departing on study leave.  I wish them every success as they 
prepare for their GCSE examinations and I know we can 
count on strong parental support for them at this time.

Term Dates 2007/08
You will find on the back page of the Newsletter the 
final term dates for the 2007/08 academic year.  
These include the non pupil days.  Please note that in 
2007/08 the summer term will end on Tuesday 22 July 
2008. 

Drama Evenings and GCSE Drama
Last week we held the GCSE Drama evenings that ran over four nights. The evenings were opportunity for our current 
Year 11 students to show case their performances that they would be presenting to the examiner. This year the pieces were 
very varied and it was pleasing to see the amount of friends and family that turned up to support the students. As with 
every year the students work exceptionally hard on creating original pieces of drama that show their performance skills 
to the examiner. The themes being explored through the drama were Jack the Ripper, a murder mystery set in a fashion 
magazine, characters in a chatroom.
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Year 7 ICT Spreadsheet Work 
Year 7 students are currently working on a unit creating spreadsheet models.  During this unit they 
have learnt spreadsheet terminology and how to create formulae (calculations) for real life 
situations.  Below is a model of a disco completed by Rachel O’Mahoney showing the formulae she 
created to show whether the disco would make a profit or not.  Pupils are able to judge which day 
the disco should take place and explain the reasons why. 

Disco Model 
Name: Rachel 
O'Mahoney
Form/Class 7L 

Tues Wed Thurs Fri
Additional
information 
Number of 
teachers =B11/50 =C11/50 =D11/50 =E11/50
Cost per teacher 20 20 20 20
Total cost per 
teacher =B6*B7 =C7*C6 =D6*D7 =E6*E7

Income
Number of tickets 
sold 250 150 250 350
Ticket price 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5
Total income =B11*B12 =C11*C12 =D11*D12 =E11*E12 

Costs 
Hire disco 
equipment 500 500 500 500
Pay the DJ 100 100 100 100
Cost of the 
caretakers 30 30 30 30
Total costs =B16+B17+B18 =C16+C17+C18 =D16+D17+D18 =E16+E17+E18

Overall profit =B13-B19-B8 =C13-C19-C8 =D13-D19-D8 =E13-E19-E8 

We started by creating formulas showing profit and loss in a tuck shop. We have learnt about using 
cells and cell references. This unit has been very interesting learning how to use Microsoft Excel.  We 
created a disco model and I found this interesting because it is an event that we go to.     

By Rachel O’Mahoney 7L 

Year 7 ICT SpreadsheetWork
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On Wednesday 28 February, 22 Year 10 GCSE Dance 
Students had a very early start to go to the Pineapple 
Dance Studios in Covent Garden.  Our Guide for the 
day from London Theatre Tours was a young actor 
called Richard who met us off the coach, and took us to 
Pineapple.

We had two separate hour sessions in studios with 
mirrors.  These sessions were with Alex who is in 
the Ensemble of ‘We Will Rock You’ which has been 
running for 4 years now, and is currently showing at the 
Dominion Theatre at Tottenham Court Road.

Alex taught us the first part of “Radio Gaga” from 
the show in the first session; later on during the 
performance we were able to say – “we can do 
that”!  In the second session, he taught us the first 
part of the audition routine which everyone has to 
learn to audition for the show.  Both routines were 
very energetic and we all enjoyed ourselves even 
though it was quite tiring.  Alex gave us lots of tips on 
how to do the steps in the style needed for the show 
and even gave us some extra help, when we should 
have been resting between sessions.  (We couldn’t 
resist practising in front of the mirrors).  

We had our lunch in Covent Garden and then 
Richard took us for a very wet walk to the 
Dominion Theatre, we all got soaked.

During the Show there was lots of singing along 
to the Queen songs and waving of arms and 
glow sticks in the air.  After the Show our hands 
were sore from all the clapping.  We all thought 
it was amazing and were very proud to say we 
knew someone in it.  The day was fantastic and 
we would all like to go and do it again.

We want to say a big thank you to Mrs Charnock 
and Mrs Hardwick, Richard our cool guide and, 
of course, Alex!

Year10 Team Effort from Jo Chumbley 10T, 
Jordan Carter 10E, Amy Seal 10C, Tanya 
Rodgers 10N and Charlotte Sampson 10L

Year 10 GCSE Dance Trip to Pineapple Dance Studios and ‘We Will Rock You’

Rebecca Charge 10N won 1st prize in the Year 10 Victoria 
Sandwich Cake Competition, organised by the Food 
Technology Department.

Runners up were Charlie Chant 10T and Becky Moore 10S

Victoria Sandwich Competition Winner
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10 May 2007

Dear Parents

Re:  GCSE Art – Materials & Equipment

During the Art GCSE course your son or daughter will require the use of Art materials and 
equipment at home for the production of coursework.  Coursework accounts for 60% of the overall 
grade and pupils will begin their coursework with a project over the summer holidays.  We are well 
aware of how much quality art materials can cost.  In order to help with this we would like to offer 
you the opportunity to purchase a range of equipment, at cost price, from our educational suppliers.  
Packs of equipment will be available before the end of this term, at a cost of £20.00:

Contents: 
	 Set of oil pastels (24 colours)
	 Watercolour paints in tin (12 colours)
	 Pencil set (B-6B)
	 Paintbrushes, acrylic, 5 sizes
	 Acrylic paints (12 x 9ml tubes)
	 2 x high quality ring bound sketchbooks
	 Graphic outliner pen
	 “Drawing drum” containing 12 colour pencils, 3 graphite pencils, rubber, 

ruler & pencil sharpener
	 Set of chalk pastels (12 colours)
	 A3 plastic transport file for storage

If you would like to take advantage of this offer please fill in the form below (cheques payable to 
Notley High School, child’s name & form on the reverse please).  Return the form to your child’s 
Art teacher as soon as possible and not later than Friday 18 May.  Orders received after this date 
cannot be accepted.

Yours sincerely

Mrs K Stubbs
Head of Art

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Re:  GCSE Art – Materials & Equipment

Son/daughter’s name ………………………………………….……………  Tutor Group……………

I would like to purchase a pack of Art equipment.
I enclose payment of £20.00 in cash/cheque (please delete as applicable).  Cheque made payable 
to Notley High School.

Parent/carer’s signature……………………….….………………………   Date ………………………
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God and Jesus, they’re my life,
I look to them whenever I’m in strife.
When you die you will go to heaven or hell,
All of you, every single cell!
God’s done so much, he is awesome and cool
You should be thankful for them, at home and at school.

Muslims believe That Allah is great.
They follow Muhammad, and show no hate.
They get judged by Allah, it’s in their special book.
Its not about skin colour, fame or looks.
David Hale 7N

Christians believe in God their Lord
They pray to him, so can’t ever be bored
They believe in the trinity
God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.
The Bible is their book
And in there they can always look
To find a helping hand
So their knowledge they can expand.
And when their life comes to an end
They will depart from this human blend.
And maybe go floating up to heaven
I have heard it is even better than Devon!

Muslims believe in their one and only God
And they don’t believe in worshipping any other bods.
They always follow Muhammads lead,
And look to his sayings when in need.
The Qur’an is their holy book,
And in it they will always look.

I believe that the meaning of life
Is to try to do your best to stay out of strife.
To help all those who are in need
And give  to those who plead.
Because if you do you wont pay the price
You’ll find yourself a better life
You will find a place in heaven,
And it like I said before it will be better than Devon!
Nikki Caton 7N

I am not any religion
I just believe my life goes on,
I try to do my best
Never feeling I have to be better than the rest
I believe that after life you become a different thing
What that is I don’t know, it could be anything!

Christians Believe in Jesus and God
I now understand, listen and nod!

Year 7 Religious Education
In Religious Education this term, students have been 
contrasting Christian and Muslim beliefs, and considering 
their own attitudes to life.  They have written poems 
reflecting on the “Meaning of life!” including religious views 
and their own.  Everyone in the class had their own ideas, 
and below are some of them...

Mrs Parry
Head of RE

It’s important to note when a Muslim prays on their prayer 
mats
That I do not have anything against that!
Ben Rawlings 7N

Muslims believe Allah is the Best
And praying five times a day means they get little rest
They believe you should not draw any living things
And they worship Allah as the greatest King
They think you should learn the Qur’an from about aged 4,
And make sure that it never touches the floor

Christians believe that God made us all,
And with that we should all be thankful
They also believe Jesus got crucified for the rest,
And he suffered although he was the best.
And they stay true to the Bible as they did in the past
And live each day as if it was their last

I believe you should live life to the full,
Even when everything is not a ball
For you never know when your time is up
So always keep your chin right up
You should try and do everything your best
Even if your not as clever as the Rest.
Leanne Wilson 7N

French Trip to Boulogne, Opal Coast - 
Information Evening 17/05/07

Parents of pupils 
going this trip 
are invited to 
attend a Parents 
Information 
Evening on the 
17/05/07 at 
18:00 to 18:45.  
Please note 
the change of 
date from the 
15/05/07.  This 
is due to many 

pupils winning through to the regional final of the “Have 
your say competition” for young linguists in Colchester. 

Your son/daughter should be bringing home a letter for you 
with a reply slip to be returned ASAP.  Thank you.

French Exchange 07/08/07 - Reply Slips
Pupils in Yr 9 who have chosen French as an option next 
year for GCSE should have brought home a letter outlining 
the possibility of an exchange with a school in France next 
year.

Please could I ask all parents to return the reply slip. If your 
child has not brought a copy of the letter home please ask 
them to collect another as soon as possible.  All replies 
need to be in before the half-term break.

Thank you.

Mr Berry 
Deputy Head of MFL
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Calling All Year 9 Pupils
Art Department & Friends of Notley Logo Design 
Competition

Over the next few weeks you will be working with your Art 
teacher on ideas for a new logo for the Friends of Notley 
High School.   

The winner will receive a £25 voucher provided by the 
Friends of Notley and see their logo used around the school 
and community.  6 runners up will receive Art equipment. 

The deadline for submitting your design is 15 June 2007.

Year 9 Trip
On Thursday 10 March, 
9C (now known as 
B!) finally got around 
to taking a trip to The 
London Dungeon.  
The trip was almost 
completely paid for by 
The Friends of Notley 
High School and was 

our tutor group’s prize for selling the most raffle tickets 
for the school fête two years running.  Each year the tutor 
group that sells the most tickets gets money towards a trip 
and ½ a day off timetable to go.  In Year 7 we couldn’t 
agree where to go, so we saved the money and the time 
and decided to make sure that we won again in Year 8.  
We were really pleased when we did win again, but it still 
took us until Christmas to decide where to go!

We left school at 8.30 am and it was great watching 
everyone else going into lessons while we piled onto 
a coach – we didn’t even have to wear uniform!!  By 
the time that we arrived at The London Dungeon, Miss 
Spenceley, our Head of Year and Ms Williams our tutor, had 
headaches from our dreadful singing.  We had a group 
photo taken of us all trying to kill each other, and then we 
set off around the dungeons.  We had a fantastic day out, 
and want to thank The Friends for paying for it and Mrs 
Shipton for organising the coach and the booking, and of 
course Miss Spenceley and Ms Williams who came with us.  
By the way, we fully intend to win again this year.

Written by 9C

Little Havens Children’s 
Hospice – Gimme 5! 
Campaign Update
The campaign has got off to a 
tremendous start with 549 boxes 

taken home by students and also many by staff.  So, we’re 
all set to raise a great deal of money for children with life-
limiting illnesses and their families.  Thank you to everyone 
who is taking part in this worthy campaign, which lasts 
until 13 July 2007 here at Notley.  As soon as boxes are 
filled, students are to bring them into school, where the 
money will be counted (within tutor groups) and put into 
plastic bank money bags.  The bags will then be handed 
over to the Finance Officers who will deposit the monies in 
the account already set up for this purpose.  We’re looking 
forward to handing over a big cheque to the Hospice in the 
summer!

Mrs J Smith
Assistant Learning Manager

Name: Ms Moss   
Age: 48
Subjects taught: Science  
Tutor Group: In charge of Year 7
Where Born: Crewe in Cheshire
Other schools worked at: Moseley Boys-Stockport,
Manor School-Stockport, 
Moulsham High School-Chelmsford,

Staff Questionnaire
Chalvedon School-Basildon    
Do you have any children: 4
How long have you worked at Notley: 11 years
Favourite member of staff: All
Favourite Book: It’s Not About The Bike, Lance Armstrong. 
Snow Fall on Cedars                           
Favourite football team: Bolton Wanderers 
Favourite food and drink: Italian and red wine 
Favourite year group: Year 7
Ideal pupil: Someone who enjoys coming to school and 
takes part. 
Where do you live: Braintree 
Most embarrassing experience at school: In an old school 
there was a girl who had the same name and she lost her 
shorts in P.E. They got brought to Miss Moss thinking that 
they were hers. 
If you won a million pounds what would you spend it on: 
Family
Ideal job: Teacher
Ideal holiday: Camping 
By Catherine Cain and Vicky Bell 90
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Notley High School Term and Holiday Dates for 

Academic Year 2007-08 

September 2007 October 2007 November 2007 December 2007 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 

January 2008 February 2008 March 2008 April 2008 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 

31 

May 2008 June 2008 July 2008 August 2008 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

30 

       = School days      = School holidays    = Bank holidays 

Autumn  Term: Monday 3 September 2007 – Wednesday 19 December 2007 
Less 5 days Half Term 22-26 October 

    73 days 

Spring Term: Thursday 3 January 2008 – Friday 28 March 2008 
Less 5 days Half Term 11-15 February and Easter Bank Holidays 21/24 
March 

   55 days 

Summer Term: Monday 14 April 2008 – Tuesday 22 July 2008 
Less 5 days Half Term 26 – 30 May, and May Bank Holiday, 5 May 

   66 days 

(Autumn Term 2008 commences on Monday 1 September- subject to formal decision)  _______ 
 194 days 

Non Pupil Days Monday 3 September 2007 
Monday 8 October 2007 

   Tuesday 9 October 2007 
   Friday 8 February 2008 

Please note the summer term will end on Tuesday 22 July 2008 


