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Today many of our Year 9 pupils are visiting the First World War Battlefields in 
Belgium.  This is the second of two visits and follows the earlier group which 
visited Belgium on 2 November.  These trips, held around the same time as 
Remembrance Day, have now become a regular fixture on the Notley High School 
trips calendar.  Such visits are a very important part of the curriculum at Notley 
and I am always grateful to staff who give so freely of their time to run these 
activities for our students.  The Battlefields trips were organised by the History 
Department and I would like to thank Mr Higgon, Head of History, for his efficient 
organisation of the visits.  Many other staff accompanied the two trips and I am 
grateful to them for their participation.

Mr Higgon’s full account of the students’ experiences during the trips can be found 
later in the Newsletter.

Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
The Year 10 Parents’ Evening takes place on Thursday 6 December.  This is a very 
important opportunity for parents to receive feedback from subject teachers on 
how our Year 10 students have settled to their GCSE studies.  I therefore hope to 
see as many parents as possible on the evening and trust that you will find the 
information provided by staff useful and informative.  

Carol Service
Our Carol Service will be held on Tuesday 11 December 2007 at 7.30 pm in 
Christ Church, Braintree.  As well as being an early celebration of Christmas, 
the Carol Service is one of the musical high points of the year.  The instrumental 
and choir items will include both traditional and modern pieces.  Our readings 

Year 9 Visit World War 1 
Battlefields 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351

Food, Textiles and Child 
Development GCSE
Coursework can now be collected 
from school by students who were 
examined in Summer 2007.

To arrange collection, please 
telephone the school office.  Work 
not collected by December 7 will 
be destroyed or used to help other 
students with ideas for their work.

Thank you

Mrs M Williams

Lost Property
Please note that all lost property 
will be on display during the week 
beginning 19 November.  Please 
remind your son/daughter to check 
for anything they have lost.  Any 
items not collected by the end of 
the week will be disposed of.
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Objective 4 is all about developing the final design 
produced at the end of objective 3.  Students are asked to 
make a model of their final design and analyse it. Students 
must decide if their product will work; if it will look good; if 
it is suitable for the intended user; and if it will be safe.

At the end of objective 4 students should have all the 
information they need to make their chosen design.  

Staff Questionnaire
Name: Mr Trott

Age: 23

Subjects taught: English, Drama 

Tutor Group: 11N

Where Born: Romford

Do you have any children: none 

How long have you worked at Notley: Since July 

Favourite member of staff: Miss Auston

Favourite Book: Captain Corelli’s Mandolin

Favourite Football Team: West Ham

Favourite food and drink: Pizza and Cola

Favourite year group: GCSE Years

Ideal pupil: Someone who contributes ideas, asks questions, listens and tries hard. 

Where do you live: Chelmsford  

Most embarrassing experience at school: Falling over in the middle of the corridor and dropping all of my photocopies. 

If you won a million pounds what would you spend it on? A new wardrobe and a car

Ideal job: One I am in now 

Ideal holiday: Adventure holiday around the Fijian Islands 

By Catherine Cain and Vicky Bell 10O

Examples of a current written project for OCR Resistant Materials by Jonathan Crow 11O

All students will have to design jigs, templates and formers 
to enable them to make more than one identical copy of 
their final design (Batch Production).

All year 11 students have started planning the making 
of their products and will shortly be starting the 
manufacturing.

Mr Burge

follow a similar pattern as we listen to both biblical 
passages and writings on Christmas from a contemporary 
perspective.  I would like to take this opportunity to invite all 
parents and friends to our celebration of Christmas.  I look 
forward to seeing many of you there.

KS4 Design and Technology – Resistant Materials

End of Term
As is customary, the term will end at 2.00 pm on 
Wednesday 19 December 2007.  Buses and taxis have 
been ordered for this time.  
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CHIPS Shop
Welcome to CHIPS Shop, the page in school where you can 
get advice and information.

To contact us please e-mail to chipsshop@notleyhigh.
com (or just type CHIPS into contacts on your e mail) and 
then look for your advice in the next newsletter. If you wish 
you can also write direct and pass your letters to the front 
office in a sealed envelope. You can write anonymously 
and we will not reveal any names in the newsletter.

Hopefully you are all aware of the CHIPS (Childline 
in Partnership with Schools) students at Notley High 
School who are trained to assist younger students with 
any issues they may have. If you wish you could contact 
theses students directly at any time, just look out for their 
telephone badges.

In addition you can always speak to members of staff - 
maybe your Form Tutor or Year Manager, friends or even 
parents.

Dear CHiP Shop,

This may sound a bit silly but I find it really difficult to 
revise.  I have my mock GCSEs coming up and after about 
10 minutes revision I give up because I find it so boring.  
Do you have any suggestions on how I can make revision 
more fun?!

Please Help!

From

A Bored Year 11

Dear Bored Year 11

I’m afraid that what you say about revision is true but also 
really important.  It can be very difficult to revise simply 
because it is boring - but - if it’s boring then you are 
unlikely to be learning either.  So some suggestions as to 
things you could do.

Firstly only revise for the amount of time that you can stay 
on task, hopefully its more than 10 mins but if it is only 10 

to 15 minutes then stop, walk around the room and then 
try again. Its good to revise for about 45 minutes in total 
and then stop for a longer break - say 15 minutes and 
then repeat so that your session could be anything up to a 
couple of hours with breaks.

It is also good to choose the best time to start.  We all know 
if we are morning or evening people so choose the time 
of day when you work best.  Other things really help like 
getting enough sleep, eating well and avoiding distractions.

If you can set yourself little challenges to the revision so 
that it becomes an active exercise rather than a passive 
one then that will make it more interesting as well.  Having 
friends round to revise together can help to stop you getting 
bored but you may want to take care that it doesn’t just 
become an excuse to do something else.

Finally, a good idea is to have a time table of times to work 
and times to do something else, remember there is a strong 
link between revising and getting those good levels, try to 
imagine how you’ll feel when you get your results and you 
know that you really did do your best.

Best of luck CHIPSSHOP

Dates For Your Diary
Saturday 17 November

Colchester Institute Open Event 10.00 am - 1.00 pm

Stagecoach

Monday 19 November

Year 11 Mock Examinations Wk 1

Tuesday 20 November 

Year 8 Happy Puzzle Day

Wednesday 21 November 

Colchester Institute Open Evening 4.00 pm - 6.00 pm

Thursday 22 November 

Colchester Institute Open Evening 4.00 pm - 6.00 pm 

Friday 23 November 

Colchester Institute Open Evening 4.00 pm - 6.00 pm

Saturday 24 November

Stagecoach

Monday 26 November

Year 11 Mock Examinations Wk 2

Tuesday 27 November 

Year 7 Citizenship Day

Thursday 29 November 

KS4 Presentation Evening 

Friday 30 November 

Newsletter

mailto:chipsshop@notleyhigh.com
mailto:chipsshop@notleyhigh.com
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Khaki on Campaign
Tuesday 30 October saw the drama 
studio taken over once again with bombs, 
guns, helmets and various other military 
paraphernalia as the History Department 
hosted First World War enthusiast Richard 
Knight from Khaki on Campaign.

Richard delivered two one and a half 
hour talks to each half of Year 9 during 
Thursday morning about life in the 
trenches during the First World War.  
He brought in a range of authentic 
equipment used by British and German 
soldiers during the Great War and 
was even dressed in a British soldier’s 
uniform.

Highlights of the talk included the 
opportunity to sample the delightful 
aroma of British Army soap, being shown 
the range of hand to hand weapons 
soldiers used during trench raids (which 
looked like they would have been more 
at home on a medieval battlefield), and 
the extra uniforms that Richard brought 
for students to try on, including a suit of 
German armour!

This year Richard was also joined by 
Mr Terry Goddard, a member of the 
local community with two grandsons 
in the school, who brought with him a 
large collection of WW1 postcards and 
photographs focussing on the Battle of 
the Somme and winners of the Victoria 
Cross.  Many students chose to stay 
behind at break and lunch time to look 
more closely at his collection.

All students in Year 9 study life in the 
First World War during the Christmas 
term, and will shortly be starting work 
on projects on this topic.  Khaki on 
Campaign and the WW1 Battlefields 
Trip, which many students have 
chosen to come on, are offered by the 
department to help bring this fascinating 
and truly harrowing topic to life.

Photographs taken on the day are will be 
available on the school’s website shortly.

Mr Higgon
History Department
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‘4 Entrepreneurs’ Conference, London – Monday 12 November 
Seventeen Year 11 students, who may have ideas of being their own bosses, travelled to London for an 
extremely worthwhile conference.  Schools and colleges from different parts of the country were present, 
some having travelled as far as from North Yorkshire.  Over 200 students attended. 
The Chair for the day was Stephen Cole, a journalist of 26 years and a well-known face of Sky News, CNN, 
BBC World and now an anchorman for Al Jazeera.  The first entrepreneur on stage was John Kearon, ‘Chief 
Juicer’ of BrainJuicer plc, a now international online market research company.  John was Ernst & Young’s 
Emerging Entrepreneur of the Year 2005.  He became a success (after attempting two previous businesses) 
over three years.  By 2017 John expects to be turning over £500 million.  Mark Sayer-Wade of The Music 
Sculptors is a sole-trader who founded his company in 1998 and has produced music for over 100 
commercials, 5 feature films and 68 episodes of BBC television programmes including ‘Who Do You Think 
You Are’?  His earnings last year were £450,000.  It was good to see a particularly keen young lady from 
Notley asking the presenters several questions in the feedback session and also her participation in an 
activity on stage as Bill Gates! 

The afternoon session saw two more presentations 
from Johannes Paul, one of the founders of Omlet, 
the company which created the Eglu; a chicken 
house and run.  Omlet currently make around £3 
million per annum and now sell in the USA.  The 
final entrepreneur was Irfan Badakshi of Bean2Bed 
Ltd, who with a friend created a bean bag which 
turns into a bed in 30 seconds.  They now have 
franchises in South America and Australia; Irfan 
declined to say how much they turned over last year, 
but indicated it was in the £millions!  Omlet and 
Bean2Bed are both diversifying into products for 
other animals and pets.  Each of the entrepreneurs 
had become successful through various routes, but 
the overwhelming similarity they shared was that of self-belief combined with utter determination never to 
give up.  They were also not afraid of failure, saying that this is how they learned more and made 
improvements to ideas and products. 

On the journey home students were enthusiastically discussing the four presenters, were really inspired by 
what they had learned and could say how it applied to their current course.  The whole day was very 
enjoyable and will hopefully become an annual event.  Thanks also go to Mr Chidgey for accompanying the 
group and to Amy Story of 11Y for her account below.   

Mrs J Smith - ICT 

On Monday 12 November, seventeen budding Year 11 entrepreneurs from DiDA and BCS classes travelled to 
London. We went to the ‘4 Entrepreneurs’ Student Conference in the hope that, as a new generation full of 
potential, we would be inspired by successful business people and embrace the technological age.  
After the train journey, involving a student confronting her fears of escalators and another buying twelve 
Krispy Kremes (American donuts), we arrived at the Odeon West One in Leicester Square. 
The conference consisted of presentations from four very successful entrepreneurs, hosted by Stephen Cole, 
where we had the opportunity to ask questions and explore the realms of entrepreneurial business. It was very 
inspiring to hear entrepreneurs tell of their journey through business and they gave invaluable advice and tips. 
The speakers’ expertise ranged from an online marketing tool, music composition for adverts and films, bean 
bags that were also beds, to “the art of raising chickens” (the eglu) and our eyes were opened to the world of 
an entrepreneur. 
At the end of the day – we all felt extremely tired after catching the 7:27 am train from Braintree – we all felt 
full of fresh inspiration, ready to become ‘overnight’ successes, which we learned, can actually take 7 years!  
On behalf of us all, I’d like to thank Mrs Smith and Mr Chidgey for organising the trip and returning home 
with the same amount of students as they started!  It was a great day and a fantastic opportunity which will 
help us in our final work in our courses.  

Amy Story 11Y 
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Notley High School Library Online!
You can now access the Library catalogue and view your own library record online! 
All you need to do is log onto the Notley High School Home page and ask Oliver! 
Oliver is the Library’s new computerised catalogue system.

Open the homepage. Click on Library System which can be 
found in the Quick Links section, or click the Green Book Icon. 

This will open the Library 
Homepage. Here you can find out 
about events in the Library, 
competitions, new books, read 
reviews and much more! 

To search for books in the 
Library catalogue you can 
either type what you are 
looking for into the “Quick 
Search” box at the top of the 
page or click on OPAC search. 

Type in what you want 
to look up and click “Go”. 

Your results will be displayed. 
Oliver will tell you how many 
resources match your request 
and whether they are available 
or out on loan. 

You can also use Oliver to check your personal record. 
To do this you need to login using your barcode number 
on your library card as your username and 1234567 as 
your password. You will be prompted to change this as 
soon as you log on. 

Once logged on you can 
look up how many 
books you currently 
have on loan, when 
they are due back and 
place reservations.

A more detailed guide to 
the Library catalogue is 
available in the Library.

Happy searching!
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Work Experience  2007
Year 11 pupils have recently returned 
to school following their period of 
Work Experience which ran from 8 
- 19 October 2007.  As in previous 
years, the young adults of Notley 
High acquitted themselves most 
creditably in their work placements 
and, overwhelmingly, the comments 
made by employers to the visiting staff 
were extremely encouraging and now 
pupils are eagerly awaiting their final 
Employer Reports.

Initial feedback from the pupils 
themselves has been most positive. 
Year 11 pupils are now following a 
programme to extensively review and 
evaluate their time at work to ensure 
that it leaves a lasting impression on 
them which they can take forward for 
their remaining time at Notley and, 
indeed, beyond. 

Parents are reminded that they can 
participate in this programme by 
completing the ‘Parent’s/Guardian’s 
Comments’ section of the ‘Information 
for Parents or Guardians’ card (given 
to pupils before they went on work 
experience) and ensuring its return to 
PSHE staff.

Well done, Year 11s! – but some credit 
should also go to the PSHE staff  who 
helped to prepare them for their Work 
Experience; to Mr Osborn, Mrs Park, 
the Year 11 Tutors and Mrs Salmon 
who supported them throughout; to 
all the staff who visited them and to 
Sandra Kelly of Trident who organised 
the placements.

Year 10 Gallery Visit

Year 10 GCSE Art pupils 
visited the Turner Prize 
Retrospective Exhibition and 
the National Gallery.  

The National Gallery 
contains paintings from 
Western Europe (mainly non 
British) from 1260 – 1900.  
Pupils were given a tour by 
gallery staff and studied 
some of the still life pictures 
that they have been looking at in class.  

The Turner Prize is a contemporary art competition which is held every year.  This 
exhibition featured works by the winning artists since the prize began in 1984.  
Many of these artists are trying to extend peoples ideas about art and to make 
them question what “art” is and how we make judgements about the quality of 
the work.  Pupils were able to view the work, which included films, installations, 
sculpture and ceramics and to discuss their views about it.

Winners Of Years 7 and 8 
Halloween Wordsearch

1st - Asha Mistry - 8H (£3 voucher)

2nd - Bradley Hearn - 8E (£2 
voucher)

3rd - Michaela Last - 7L (£1 voucher)

Students are to see Mrs J Smith (ICT) 
for their Canteen Vouchers.

Year 11 P
rom Fayre

Tuesday 4 December

7.00 pm – 9.00 pm

In TheDrama Studio

Burtons ~ Belle Of The Ball 

Suits You ~ Dynasty 

Gemini Hair and 
Beauty 

Essex Limos ~ and more.
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Y9 WW1 Battlefields Trip – 2 November 2007
Over 100 Year 9 students from Tutor Groups 9N, 9O, 9T, 
9L and 9E travelled to the First World War battlefields of the 
Ypres Salient in Belgium on the 2 November, with a further 
70 students from 9Y, 9H, 9S and 9B set to travel on 16 
November.  For many of them it was their first experience 
of visiting another country, much as it would have been for 
our great-grandparents travelling to the continent to fight 
for the British Empire nearly a century ago.

Students visited a range of historically significant sites, 
including the preserved trenches of the Yorkshire Trench 
and those at Sanctuary Wood, the Menin Gate memorial to 
55,000 soldiers recorded as missing in action and, perhaps 
most moving of all, the largest WW1 Commonwealth War 
Cemetery in the world, containing the graves of nearly 
12,000 soldiers, Tyne Cot.

Members of the History department guided each coach 
around the area in an informative way, which allowed 
students to develop a deeper understanding of what they 
were seeing, and to see how it will fit into their studies.

In spite of the early start and the long day, the enthusiasm 
with which our students approached this fascinating 
and deeply emotional visit was admirable, and several 
coach drivers commented positively about their respectful 
manners and good discipline.

The trips allow students to develop a greater empathy with 
the subject of the First World War, and this as well as the 
visit by Khaki on Campaign in October should allow them 
to produce detailed projects on life in the trenches in the 
Great War, which they are due to start in History lessons 
shortly.  

We hope that long after they leave Notley they will still 
remember their visit to the WW1 Battlefields, and will 
always have a better understanding of Remembrance Day 
and why we wear our poppies.

Pictures from the trips will soon be available on the 
school’s website.

M Higgon

Head of History


