
I am always especially proud as 
Headteacher of Notley High School 
to witness the range of activities 
beyond the normal classroom which 
staff provide for students at the 
school.  The last term in school has 
been particularly busy with a wide 
range of activities spanning the entire 
school curriculum.  Further details of 
some of these activities are provided 
elsewhere in this Newsletter.  

I am enormously grateful to all the 
teaching and all the support staff 
who contribute to this tremendous 
wide range of activities from which 
our students have benefited this term.

Notley High School

NEWSLETTER
Issue 267: 18 July 2008  www.notleyhigh.com

In Brief...
H

E
A

D
L

I
N

E
S

.
.
.

H
E

A
D

L
I
N

E
S

.
.

H
E

A
D

L
I
N

E
S

.
.

H
E

A
D

L
I
N

E
S

.
.

H
E

A
D

L
I
N

E
S

.
.
.

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351

      

Confiscated Items
If your child has not collected their 
confiscated items from the office 
by the end of term, please ensure 
they go the office at the end of the 
school day, the week commencing 
2 September.  Any items not 
collected by 5 September will be 
donated to charity.

Bradwell 

Thursday 21 August is

GCSE Examination 
Results Day

French Exchange

Curriculum Enrichment 
Activities

Year 9 visit to Silverstone

Year 11 Prom

Sports Day

Receiving your Newsletter
If you would like to receive your newsletter via email, and do not already do so, 
please email 

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

Thank you.
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Departures
At the end of this academic year we say farewell to a number of staff who are leaving Notley High School.  We thank all of 
them for their valued contribution to the school and we wish them all the best for the future.  

Mrs P Charnock
Mrs Charnock joined the PE Department in September 2003.  She has made a tremendous contribution to the PE department 
and to the development of Dance as a GCSE subject.  We will all remember her impeccable training of our students for 
the Beijing Morning Exercise Competition this year.  She leaves us to relocate to Qatar with her family, following her visit to 
Beijing in August with our students who won the competition!

Mr M Seymour
Mr Seymour joined the Mathematics Department in September 2003 and has been Deputy Head of Mathematics for the last 
few years.  His excellent organisation and quiet attention to detail have been much appreciated by colleagues and we thank 
him for his contribution in the classroom.  He is retiring but intends to keep in touch with Mathematics teaching through some 
individual tutoring work.

Mrs A Wilson
Mrs Wilson started teaching Technology at the school in September 2003 and is leaving Notley to pursue other creative 
interests.  She has been influential in developing Textiles as a GCSE option within the Technology area and her contribution to 
the school is much appreciated by colleagues and students.

Mrs J Fincher
Mrs Fincher joined the school as Head of Drama in September 2004 and has decided not to return to school following 
her maternity leave.  She will be remembered for her highly conscientious and committed approach to developing Drama 
teaching in the school and for two excellent school productions: the Good Person of Szechwan in 2006 and The Government 
Inspector in 2007.

Mr M Goodridge
Mr Goodridge joined us as a Newly Qualified teacher of Science in July 2004.  He leaves us to emigrate to Australia with 
his wife.  He has made an excellent contribution to the development of Science in the school and latterly has taken on some 
curriculum responsibilities.  His good humour and lively banter will be missed by all!

Miss H Wilkins
Miss Wilkins is leaving after a year in the English Department to return to university.  We thank her for her contribution to 
English in the school.

Miss S Farnell 
Miss Farnell joined us in September 2007 in PE and is leaving the school to relocate with her husband.  We thank her for her 
contribution to PE in the school.

Mrs L Paris
Mrs Paris, who has been Acting Head of Drama since October 2007, is leaving on maternity leave.  We wish her well.

Mrs E Taylor
Mrs Taylor has been a Learning Support Assistant in the Speech and Language Centre since December 2001.  She is now 
retiring and we thank her for the care and attention she has shown to students and colleagues in the Centre and around the 
school.

Mr J Bland
Mr Bland, Technology Technician, is also retiring.  He joined the school in November 2001.  His organisation of the resources 
in Technology has been much appreciated by his colleagues and we wish him well in his retirement.

Start of the Autumn Term
Please note that the Autumn Term begins for students at the normal time on Tuesday 2 September 2008.  Monday 1 
September will be a staff training and preparation day for the new academic year.

I would like to wish all staff, governors, students and friends of Notley High School an enjoyable and relaxing summer 
holiday. 

Summer Building Works
Due to the extensive building works that will be taking place during the summer break, please note that the whole school site 
including the Sports Hall will be closed to public access from Monday 21 July until Monday 1 September 2008.

The only exception to this will be on school results day when the Year 11 students collect their GCSE results but I would ask you to 
be aware that parking will be extremely restricted so please avoid bringing any vehicle onto the site.

The school apologises for any inconvenience this may cause and thanks you for your support.

Lyndon Hopkins

Bursar
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Product Design Competitions
On Wednesday 3 July I took 3 of our star Product Design 
pupils to Anglia Ruskin University in Chelmsford to 
enter the Young Engineers for Britain Competition and 
Chelmsford Engineering Society Schools Technology 
Competition.  Connie Van Zanten, Ben Ladyman, and Jody 
Hopkins had over the past two years produced excellent 
lighting products and coursework folders, the depth of their 
coursework folders was to prove key to their success as was 
their ability to talk about their work.  Mr Hopkins took us 
in the school bus and had been giving Jody some practice 
interviews before hand, whilst Ben and Connie practiced 
on me.  The format of the competition was a display of 
their work, like an exhibition, which they stood beside while 
at least four groups of judges toured the hall quizzing the 
pupils on their projects, they were all very nervous but 
handled the pressure well, good practice for all those job 
and university interviews to come!

The competition also included a sixth form category and 
we were all blown away by the standard of the work, many 
of the projects would have done well in a university degree 
show. 

At the end of a long day we all gathered together in the 
University lecture hall to hear the winners, I know our 
pupils weren’t expecting much after seeing the competition 
and were keen to get home, but their patience and hard 
work was rewarded, to their amazement, Ben won runner 
up in the Chelmsford Engineering Competition and Connie 
was Highly Commended, they have both got to go back 
on 19 July to be awarded their prizes by the Mayor and 
Mayoress. 

Ben’s underlit coffee table

Jodie’s underlit display table

Connie’s lasercut table lamp
Reconstructing a slot together computer desk in 5 minutes
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Specialist Schools Day
On Friday 4 July all of Year 9 took part in our annual Specialist Schools Day.  

Special activities were organised by the Maths, Technology, Science and ICT departments and the normal timetable for 
Year 9 was suspended.  

The activities included investigating distance and time in Maths, designing and building a bridge in Technology, practical 
activities on alcohol and caffeine in Science, making healthy pizzas to a budget in Food Tech and making movies about 
healthy schools in ICT. The activities were designed to offer Year 9 experiences of the School’s specialist subjects which are 
completely different to normal lessons.  

The students were a credit to the school and to themselves in the manner and enthusiasm with which they participated on 
the day.  I would like to thank all of the staff involved for making this a successful day.

Mr Abramson
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The group who had the most imaginative shape were:

“Robs Group” with the ‘Pizza Bag’

The group 
who had the 
cleverest topping 
arrangement were:

“Yummy” Group 
who made 
the ‘Awesome 
Foursome Pizza’  

I would like to thank all who helped out with the day as it 
was a great success

Miss Ede

Food Technology Specialist Day 4 July
In Food Technology the Year 9’s were challenged to make 
a healthy pizza that would be suitable for the people of 
Notley High School.  They were challenged to make a pizza 
within a budget to see who could make the greatest profit.  
The day was very successful with all groups making and 
tasting some wonderful pizzas.  We had lots of excellent 
pizzas, however, there were several which shone above the 
rest which included:  

The group that made the largest profit were:

“Pizza Shed” with ‘Luigis Lovely Pizza’ who made a 
whopping 99p profit

Specialist Schools Day

Maths is fun!
We did an experiment in Maths to see how many water 
balloons it would take to fill the school Sports Hall.  We 
needed to use estimation and measuring skills.

We obviously couldn’t fill the hall with balloons so we 
decided to use a cardboard box.  We measured the hall 
and found the volume, then we found the volume of a 
cardboard box to see how many boxes we would need to fill 
the hall.

The fun bit was filling the box with water balloons because 
we all got really wet and then we got to throw them at each 
other because there was no other way of getting rid of 
them!

We found out that it would take approximately 11.5 million 
water balloons to fill our Sports Hall!
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that day we then went on to Utah beach.  On the beach 
we first had information told to us then we got time to just 
look at the beach so we could picture what would have 
happened.  

Once we had left the beach we visited a German cemetery, 
this cemetery was very big but also very plain, the stones 
were all flat metal and there were at least two names on 
each plaque.  In the centre of the cemetery there was a 
large grass covered mound which encased nearly 300 un-
named German soldiers.  Students visiting this cemetery 
found it had a very plain and boring look to it as there were 
hardly any flowers or decorative features.

That afternoon we visited Pointe du Hoc, this was extremely 
different to all the other places that we had visited as 
everything was not in cases, it was all there how it would 
have been during the war, also there were lots of bomb 
craters where we could go down and see where a bomb 
had hit during the war.  

Finally that day we went to an American military cemetery, 
this cemetery was just by Omaha beach so before we went 
in we looked at the beach from the cliff to see how had it 
would have been for the soldiers to get up to the German 

Normandy Trip 2008

Last Tuesday, Year 10 GCSE History trip to Normandy took 
place.  It started at 3.45 in the morning when all students 
departed for Portsmouth, where we caught the six hour 
ferry to Caen.  This helped us understand the journey 
that the soldiers would have taken.  On the trip we visited 
many places all to do with D-day, and in the evenings we 
visited the beach.  There were two coaches, both staying in 
different hotels.  From the ferry, one departed for Hotel le 
Duguesclin and the other to Hotel de Normandie, the two 
coaches would not see each other until the end of the trip 
from this point.  Once we had arrived at the hotel, students 
were shown to their rooms and given time to un-pack. 
Later in the evening we met for dinner and then went to 
the nearby beach for fun and games.  The students from 
Hotel de Normandie were based on Juno beach, which was 
invaded on D-day.  On the beach we all played a big game 
of rounders with the teachers.  After rounders we returned 
to the hotel with lights out at 11. 

On the first day, Coach B visited The Airborne Troops 
Museum, which was very interesting as we all got to explore 
different aspects of life within the airborne troops; we also 
got to look at different weapons and equipment they used. 
After that we all had a change to explore the town.  Later 
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After we had seen the Museum we had time to go and visit 
some shops and look around the town.  

Later that day we went on to visit the British Cemetery in 
Bayeux, in this Cemetery we had a little ceremony to show 
our appreciation and then we had a look around.  We 
found this cemetery very emotional and different to the 
American one, on the stones there were many personal 
messages written to the dead and there were also many 
flowers and artificial poppies around that people had left in 
memory of loved ones or just for respect and thanks.  

Finally that day we visited Pegasus Bridge.  On arrival we 
had a guide who was telling us all about what happened 
at the bridge and how everything happened then we had 
a look around the Museum which had lots of information 
about the bridge and everything that happened.  

Once we had done all this we went back to the hotel for 
dinner.  That evening coach B went down to the beach and 
watched a display of fireworks which was a great way to 
end the trip as on Friday we left our hotels and returned 
home. 

By Stephanie Root and Rebecca Jefford, 10S

defences.  We then explored the cemetery, it was a very 
big place with thousands of names in the cemetery with a 
different name on every marble crosses or stars, and every 
stone was perfectly in line so that what ever direction you 
looked in they were in a straight line.  Coach A did the 
same as us but they did this on the third day of the trip. 

On the third day of the trip Coach B firstly visited a 360 
cinema, in this cinema we all stood up and there were 
many screens all around us, on each screen there was 
something different that followed on with the story about 
D-day.  We found that the cinema was a good way to 
see what it was like for the soldiers, because, as it was all 
around us, it felt like we were in with them doing what they 
were.  

Once we had finished in the cinema we visited the 
Arromanches Invasion Museum where we learnt lots 
about the artificial floating harbour that was created to get 
supplies to the fighting.  From this Museum we could see 
some of the remains of the harbour and inside there was 
a model, so we knew what it would have looked like and 
how it would have worked.  

Normandy Trip 2008
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The CanteenThe Canteen Main Meal: £1.95  Dessert: 50p  
      with custard: 65p

Week 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Main Dish Sausage, Sage 

and Onion 
Plait.

Chicken Curry Roast of the 
Day

Beef 
Bolognaise

Fish

Starchy 
Dish

Cheesey Mash Naan Bread 
and Rice

Mashed Potato 
or 
Roast Potatoes

Spaghetti 
or 
Mashed Potato

Chips 
or 
Mashed Potato

Daily Selection of Bread

Fresh Vegetables or Salad

Dessert Chocolate 
Sponge and 
Custard

Apple Crumble  
and Custard

Iced Sponge 
and Custard

Syrup Pudding 
and Custard

Jelly and Ice 
Cream

Week 2 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Main Dish Chilli Con 

Carne
Toad in the 
Hole with 
Onion Gravy

Roast of the 
Day

Beef Lasagne Fish

Starchy 
Dish

Rice Mashed Potato Mashed Potato 
or 
Roast Potatoes

Garlic Bread
Salad

Chips 
or 
Mashed Potato

Daily Selection of Bread

Fresh Vegetables or Salad

Dessert Jam Sponge 
and Custard

Rhubarb 
Crumble and 
Custard

Chocolate 
Sponge and 
Sauce

Lemon 
Meringue Pie

Apple Pie and 
Custard

Week 3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Main Dish Shepherd’s Pie Meatballs Roast of the 

Day
Chicken 
Kebabs

Fish

Starchy 
Dish

Mashed Potato Spaghetti Mashed Potato 
or 
Roast Potatoes

Vegetable Rice Chips 
or 
Mashed Potato

Daily Selection of Bread

Fresh Vegetables or Salad

Dessert Lemon Drizzle 
Sponge and 
Custard

Oarty Fruit 
Crunch

Hot Chocolate 
Muffin & 
Chocolate 
Sauce

Apple Crumble 
and Custard

Fruit Sponge 
and Custard

Details correct at July 2008
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The CanteenThe Canteen

Details correct at July 2008

   Student Adult
Hot Dinners All Main Meals .........................................1.95 ............... 2.29
 Pudding & Custard ...................................0.65 ............... 0.76
 Pudding only  ...........................................0.50 ............... 0.59

Jacket Potato Jacket Potato with butter ...........................0.60 ............... 0.70
 Jacket Potato with one filling .....................1.20 ............... 1.41
 Jacket Potato with two fillings ....................1.50 ............... 1.76

Hot Pasta Pasta King - per pot ..................................1.50 ............... 1.76
 Pasta King - per pot with cheese ................1.75 ............... 2.06

Pizza 1 Slice  ...........................................from  0.50 ............... 0.53

Panini Cheese Panini ..........................................1.00 ............... 1.18
 Cheese Panini with 1 additional filling .......1.30 ............... 1.53
 Tuna Panini ..............................................1.00 ............... 1.18

Friday Special Chicken Bites & Chips ..............................1.50 ............... 1.76
 Butchers Sausage & Chips ........................1.50 ............... 1.76
 Cheesy Chips ...........................................1.15 ............... 1.35
 100% Beef Burger ....................................1.30 ............... 1.53
 100% Beef Burger & Cheese .....................1.45 ............... 1.70

Sandwiches Cheese ....................................................1.00 ............... 1.18
 Ham ........................................................1.00 ............... 1.18
 Tuna Mayonnaise .....................................1.00 ............... 1.18
 Egg Mayonnaise ......................................1.00 ............... 1.18
 Salad .......................................................1.00 ............... 1.18
 B.L.T ........................................................1.50 ............... 1.76
 Chicken Mayonnaise ................................1.30 ............... 1.53
 BBQ Chicken  ..........................................1.30 ............... 1.53
 Bacon ......................................................1.30 ............... 1.53

 Boxed Salad .............................................1.25 ............... 1.47
 Salad Bar selection  .........................from 1.25 ............... 1.47
 Yoghurts  ........................................from 0.65 ............... 0.76
 Cold Drinks  ...................................from 0.35 ............... 0.41
 Fresh Fruit per piece .................................0.40 ............... 0.47
 Fresh Fruit box .........................................0.65 ............... 0.76
 Tray Bakes  .....................................from 0.50 ............... 0.59
 Homemade Cookies  .......................from 0.35 ............... 0.41

Beverages Milk .........................................................0.45 ............... 0.45
 Hot Chocolate ..........................................0.50 ............... 0.53
 Canned Drinks  ...............................from 0.65 ............... 0.76
 Fruit Juice ................................................0.50 ............... 0.50

Water Small Bottles ............................................0.40 ............... 0.47
 Large Bottles ............................................0.60 ............... 0.70
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On the trip to Hedingham, on 17 June 2008 it was a 
wonderful day of sunshine.  When we first got off the 
coach, we were expecting a powerful view of the castle 
keep, but we didn’t get one!  All we saw were trees, trees 
and the occasional ... tree.  Of course, back in medieval 
times, the view would have been that of a dangerous, scary 
looking castle, as if to say, ‘This is our territory, buzz off’.

When we got to the keep, we were given a warm welcome 
by the Lady of the house.  After the introduction, we 
toured the castle grounds, learning about the food that 
peasants and rich people would eat, playing a game called 
Trapball, listening to a Medieval minstrel (NO, NOT THE 
CHOCOLATE), looking at what a pedlar would sell and 
seeing what vile cures they had for the Plague (just before 
lunch!).

Once we’d finished our time at the castle, we set off 
through the village to the church.  In the church, we saw 
magnificent stained glass windows and felt the chilling 
cold, like we were Medieval soldiers ourselves. The 
architecture was fabulous and it was strange to think that 
the church wasn’t built with any modern technology.  It 
was very interesting and I enjoyed the tale of the ‘Witch’ at 
Hedingham.

Moving on, we walked through the village and studied the 
type of settlement, marked down different buildings on our 
maps and did a survey on the village (how quiet it was, 
how much traffic there was).  It was fascinating looking at 
the houses and businesses and recreational facilities.  It 
was like a Doctor Who episode: the whole village seemed 
like it was still living in the 60’s!

I thoroughly enjoyed the trip, and I feel that Braintree could 
look to Castle Hedingham as an example, because it was 
such a quiet, litter-free, happy, (and VERY SUNNY!) place!

Adam Davey 7L

My Trip To Castle Hedingham

Food Hall – September 2009
During the summer break we are in the third year of making alterations to our food provision and I am pleased to be able 
to announce a number of new initiatives.

Firstly we have managed to secure funding from Essex County Council to enable us to upgrade our cooking facilities and 
that will mean the installation of a new convection oven and a multi combination oven.  Both of these items will assist to 
improve our hot meal delivery.

County have also made the first round of grants to secondary schools to support cashless catering and by the end of this 
year it is our intention to introduce a system.  Further announcements about cashless catering and parent consultation 
evenings will be held in the autumn.

Secondly we will be rebranding the counters and the Dining Room into a Food Hall to reflect the variety of products 
students can purchase.  These range from snacks through salads to full hot meals.

Amendments to the queuing system at the snack counter will be made between now and the autumn half term.  We are 
also investigating the possibility of staggered lunches to enable all students an opportunity to be served quicker.  The 
schools understands the frustration some students feel at the length of the queues during lunch and will always look to 
improve the situation.

Finally I must advise you that for some time now the school has been absorbing the continuous increase in the cost of food 
products and has adjusted both the menus and prices to reflect this from 1 September 2008.

In the current economic climate it is not possible to guarantee to hold these prices for the academic year and I would ask 
you to note that some products may be withdrawn if prices rise too rapidly and in future the menus/costs will have to be 
adjusted at least termly.

Lyndon Hopkins
Bursar

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at Grange 
Barn
On Monday 16 June, our Year 8 cohort were treated to 
a fantastic performance of Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream”.  The performance was directed by Edward 
Hall and performed by an all male cast.  The outing was 
paid for by the “Making Good Progress” group as a thank 
you to the English Department for taking part in their pilot 
study.

The students thoroughly enjoyed the event as can be seen 
from the comment below:

What I liked about the play was how it kept to 
Shakespearean language and also how it was an all male 
acting team.  There were six actors and there were sixteen 
roles to play which was quite remarkable when they needed 
eight people in one of the scenes.  At one stage two Notley 
students were invited on to the stage to take the roles of 
Theseus and Hippolyta.

All the actors played their parts exceedingly well, especially 
the actor that played Puck, for he captured the image of a 
jumpy mischievous fairy known as Robin Goodfellow, who 
is the servant and jester of Oberon the king of the fairies.  
The play was very well presented (even though it was a 
tight squeeze for the kids and some at the back couldn’t 
see including me).  The music they used was very effective.  
For example the use of the key board and a mystical sound 
made with a glass and some water.  The props that they 
used were all masterfully used and made for each purpose, 
such as the ass’s ears and the Indian boy.

Overall this play was excellent and I am definitely glad I 
went to see it.  I would have gone to see it another time if I 
had the chance.  As I said, the actors were marvellous and 
I would recommend this play to all my friends and family.

Alex Lee 8T
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Notley High School Term and Holiday Dates 
Academic Year 2008/2009 

= Schooldays / Weekends = School holidays   = Bank holidays Non Pupil Days 

September 2008 October 2008 November 2008 December 2008 
M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 

January 2009 February 2009 March 2009 April 2009 
M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 1 1 1 2 3 4 5

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30 

30 31 

May 2009 June 2009 July 2009 August 2009 
M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 1 2

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 

Autumn Term: Monday 1 September 2008 – Friday 19 December 2008 
Half Term 27-31 October 

Spring Term: Monday 5 January 2009 – Friday 3 April 2009 
Half Term 16-20 February  

Summer Term: Monday 20 April 2009 – Friday 17 July 2009 
Half Term 25-29 May, and May Bank Holiday, 4 May 

Autumn Term 2009 will commence no earlier than Tuesday 1 September.  
A formal decision on the actual date will be taken during 2008. 

Non Pupil Days Monday 1 September 2008 
Monday 13 October 2008 
Tuesday 14 October 2008 
Friday 27 March 2009 
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