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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351

Receiving your 
Newsletter
If you would like to receive your 
newsletter via email, and do not 
already do so, please email 

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com
Thank you.

Sport Relief 2008
Thanks must go 
to everyone who 
participated in 
the events which 
were organised 
so brilliantly by 
Mr Newman 

and the PE department staff.

From Mrs Charnock’s ‘Beijing Dance’ 
sessions before school which were 
enjoyed by both students and staff, 
the ‘Rowing the Channel’ event held 
in the gym and undertaken by our 
very fit PE staff, to the inter form 
netball matches after school on 
Thursday – everyone had fun, whether 
participating or watching.  A total 
amount of £158.89 was raised for 
Sport Relief, so congratulations to all 
staff and students who took part.  Their 
efforts contributed to the £20,747,375 
donated by the public so far (as at the 
time of printing).  Sport Relief is part 
of Comic Relief and the money raised 
goes to help and support vulnerable 
children living incredibly tough lives 
in the UK and abroad.  Well done 
everyone.

Mrs J Smith
Senior Teacher

I would like to thank all parents for your strong support of the school over this 
last term and remind you that the spring term will end at 2.00 pm on Friday 28 
March 2008.  Buses and taxis have been ordered for this time.  The summer term 
begins at the usual time on Monday 14 April 2008.  

Staff leaving at the end of term:
Mr C Berry, Deputy Head of Modern Foreign Languages
Mr Berry has been with us since January 2006 and has contributed greatly to 
the development of Languages at the school.  He leaves us to take up a Head of 
Department post at The Ockendon School in South Ockendon.  I would like to 
thank him for his commitment to Notley High School and wish him well for his 
promoted post.  
Mrs K O’Donnell and Mr T Smart, Science Teachers
We also say goodbye to Mrs O’Donnell and Mr Smart who have both been 
providing temporary cover in Science.  I would thank them for their work and 
commitment to the school during this last term and wish them well for the future. 

End of Term and Start of 
Summer Term

Year 6 Science Master Class

Thirteen gifted and talented Year 6 
pupils from Notley’s feeder primary 
schools attended a Science Master 
Class on Tuesday 4 March.  

The groups comprised of a mixture 
of pupils from Terling, White Notley, 
White Court, Notley Green and Rayne 
Primary Schools.  The pupils used 
specialised equipment, including gas 
syringes, to measure the amount of 
carbon dioxide released from marble 
chips reacting with hydrochloric acid 
at different temperatures.  Each group 
obtained an accurate set of results 
and displayed their results in graphical 
form.  This was the second in a series 
of Year 6 Master Classes to be held at 
Notley High School.  

Thanks, as always, to Mrs Newell 
for her excellent preparation and 
assistance.

Mr Woodward

   

Spring Book Fair
I would like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who came along to the 
Book Fair.  We sold just over £500 
of books at the Fair which means 
we will receive over £200 of FREE 
books for the school Library.  The 
new books will be arriving over the 
next couple of weeks.  Watch out 
for information on the new titles on 
the Library website.

Thank You
Miss Arnold
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Science Masterclass
On Thursday 20 March 15 pupils from Notley, 
Alec Hunter and Tabor took part in a new Science 
Masterclass.  The Masterclass was about looking at 
the structure of different types of living things.  The 
pupils took part in the dissection of frogs, rats and fish 
to see what they looked at.  After they had dissected 
the animals they looked carefully at what they saw 
and compared them to humans, what they had in 
common, what was different 
and why are they different.  Lots 
of gruesome photographs were 
taken and diagrams drawn.  At 
the end of the day the pupils 
split into groups to present the 
information they had discovered 
about the body and lifestyle of 
their animals.  The day was a 
great success with the 
pupils getting access 
to activities that they 
would not normally get 
to participate in during 
the normal Science 
curriculum.  Hopefully 
the pupils enjoyed the 
practical work and also 
learnt some little known 
facts about the bodies 
and lifestyles of other 
animals.

Mr Goodridge

Have Your Say!!
On Tuesday 18 of March 22 students from Notley High School took part in the first round of this year’s competition 
at St Helena School, Colchester. 

‘Have Your Say’ is a competition for young linguists, now in its 22nd year organised by the ALL (Association for 
Language Learning) for Essex & Suffolk.

Notley High School was once again very successful with 12 pupils winning through to the regional final (pupils that 
won through to the final are underlined).  

I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the pupils on their success and many thanks go to all the staff 
involved for their hard work and dedication.  

Mr Berry

 Year 7 French Yr8 French  Yr9 French
 Grace Hatchman Hannah Warner  Tom Adams
 Jemma Reynolds Emma Bennett  Sophie Whitaker
 Greg Bennett  Marissa Scott  Chloe Dare
 Beth Ball  Laura Sadler  Danielle Cook

 Year 8 Spanish Yr 9 Spanish Yr 10 Spanish
 Shannon Conlon Robert Wyatt  James Pickering
 Jess Meechan  Lucy Simmons  Matt Davey
 Rebecca Aston     Rebecca Hedger
 Nathalie Syme     Abby Spurgeon
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Wanted- 50 Front Gardens

This year New Vision Property Sales Ltd 
have generously agreed to sponsor the Notley High School Grand Draw by 
providing the first prize of £200. In return, we need to find 50 front gardens 
whose owners are willing to display a board advertising this fact. Can you help? 

The boards are similar to a ‘For Sale’ board, but they have the date and time of 
our Summer Fundraiser instead of ‘For Sale’. The company will carefully erect the 
boards so that no damage is caused during May and collect them after the event 
in June, a period of about four weeks. No work is required of the homeowner.

Please can you display a board and help us to secure this sponsorship? If so, 
please complete and return the attached slip to the School Office in an envelope 
marked “FNHS – New Vision Advertising Boards”.

Many thanks!

The Friends of Notley High School
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wanted- 50 Front Gardens

Name ………………..........................................................................…………..

Child’s Name …………………...........................................................................

 T/G …....................…..........………...

Telephone Number…………………………………................................………......

I would be willing to display a board in my garden.

My address, including postcode, is 

………………………………………………..…......................................................

..........………………………………………............................................................

Signed…………………………...………….…………………………….....................

Dates For Your Diary
Friday 4 April 

Year 8 and 9 Ski Trip departs

Saturday 12 April

Year 8 and 9 Ski Trip returns

Monday 14 April

Year 11 GCSE Drama evening for 
parents 

Tuesday 15 April

No extra-curricular activities

Year 11 GCSE Drama evening for 
parents

GCSE Art Workshop Year 10

Wednesday 16 April

Year 11 GCSE Drama evening for 
parents

GCSE Art Workshop Year 10

Thursday 17 April

Year 7 Parent’s evening 5 - 8.30 pm

Friday 18 April

Year 9 Health Day

Saturday 19 April

SATs on Saturday

Monday 21 April

Year 11 GCSE Drama Practicals and 
Moderation Week

Tuesday 22 April

Start of extra-curricular activities for 
the term

Wednesday 23 April

Jack Petchey’s ‘Speak out’ challenge

Thursday 24 April

Year 8 Robotics Master Class

Friday 25 April

Year 8 Anti-drugs Roadshow at Tabor

Year 10 French exchange arrive at 
Notley

Newsletter

Saturday 26 April

SATs on Saturday

  

Year 10 Enterprise
The Zapp! Machine

Recently 12 brave Year 10 pupils have  volunteered to take on the challenge of 
becoming entrepreneurs and running their own business within the school.

With a contract with Britvic and support from Dream Radio and Barclays, we are 
now well on our way to success. 

The idea is to open a vending machine within the canteen selling “Healthy but 
Tasty” drinks. The drinks supplied will include Really Wild Drinks, Fruit Shoots 
and possibly J2Os. These will all be supplied by Britvic.

Hopefully we will be receiving a grant up to £2000 to cover the cost of the 
business after winning a competition for the best business idea organised by 
Dream Radio.

A website is currently under construction so you keep up-to-date with Zapp! and 
the team.

We hope to get everything up and running soon after Easter.

Any parent who can offer a business link or help with enterprise please contact 
Mrs. Marshall at the school. 

By Jessica Eyles 10B and Matthew Davey 10T
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Art Department
Gifted & Talented Students In The Art Department

Thirty Year 9 students have been working in the Art 
department on Tuesdays after school this term.  They have 
done a range of drawing, printing and mixed media work.  

The students also had the opportunity to visit the Victoria 
& Albert Museum and the Science Museum with Art 
Department staff.   

Activities had a “5-A Day” healthy eating theme and as the 
final outcome pupils produced designs for a window frieze 
to be installed in the school canteen.

Study Skills Seminar
To strengthen the parent, pupil and school partnership 
the Year 9 Learning Group organised an interactive Study 
Skills Seminar which was held recently on the evening of 18 
March.  Parents, staff and  pupils worked together taking 
part in stimulating activities which opened up new ways of 
learning to learn.  The aim of the seminar was not only to 
help the pupils prepare for their forthcoming SATs and the 
transition to KS4 learning, but also to highlight ways that 
parents can continue to support their children through the 
learning process.  It was a very successful evening and the 
feedback from both parents and pupils was very positive, 
“The seminar was an excellent idea.  I would like to see more 
opportunities for parents to support their child’s learning in 
such a positive way” - feedback from a Year 9 parent.

Mrs Marshall and Mrs Bryers



Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 261 - 28 March 2008  Page 5

Spring Term Fundraising/Spending!
This term has been busy on the social front!  We held our annual Quiz Night on Saturday, 26 
January 2008 when we had 120 participants making up 16 teams who spent the evening battling 
away for the coveted title of Quiz Night Champions 2008!  We are very pleased to announce that 
this event raised just under £600.

On Friday, 29 February, 152 Year 8 pupils (that must be a record!!) attended their Spring Term Disco 
in the Drama Studio at the School.  The evening was a great success and we are very pleased to 
announce that a staggering £400 was raised from this event.  Well done Year 8!!  On Friday, 14 

March, 106 Year 7 pupils attended their Spring Term Disco which was also held in the Drama Studio at the School.  As 
is becoming the norm with this Year Group, we completely sold out of refreshments and consequently raised a fantastic 
£260! 

The above amounts coupled with monies already raised meant that we had just over £4500 to spend!  At our recent 
meeting we agreed to support various bids from the school which totalled £4600. The items we have agreed to pay for 
are:

If we add the above £4,600 to the £22,000 we have spent over the last 4 years, the Friends of Notley High School have 
supported the school by purchasing items totalling £26,600 over the last 5 years which is something we are really proud 
of!  Thank you to everyone who has supported these events over the years.  We really couldn’t do it without you!

A Date For Your Diary:

Sunday, 22 June 2008

1 pm – 4 pm

Summer Xtravaganza

This year our event will be held in the Sports Hall and for the second year running we will be holding our very own 
“Notley’s X Factor” and will be entertained by various local bands!

We hope to see you there!

The Friends of Notley High School

FOR WHOM WHAT FOR 

Oui Care Environmental Group 1. Bird Box Colour Camera with sound, wiring and 
technical installation 

2. Bird/Bat Boxes 

3. Bird Feeders 

4. Bird Food 

5. Bat Detector 

6. Composting Bin 

Design & Technology – Construction 
and Control 

Flamefast – Low Temperature Casting System 

Maths  Display Boards x 1 

Library Various Reference Books 

Drama Studio Various Lights 

Radio Microphone Set 

Languages French Grammar Software 

Headphones and Splitters 

Speech & Languages Centre Digital Camera 

Technology  Display Boards x 2 
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Mrs Marshall with Deborah Hines from Britvic

Healthy Schools
Having achieved Healthy schools status, we are now aiming for Leading Healthy Schools Status.  We need to maintain the 
41 criteria found within the following strands:

 Healthy Eating

 Physical Activity

 Emotional Health and Well Being

 PSHE

We also need to select areas to focus upon and to develop within the school.  We are currently working on Emotional 
Health and Well Being for both pupils and staff. Samples of pupils have taken part in the online student survey.

Pupil Survey
Methodology

The survey methodology is through a school based questionnaire with origins in Exeter University.  This has been developed 
by the Schools Health Education Unit led by John Balding who has over 20 years’ experience in this field of work.  The 
quality of the data collected is considered very robust and the history of its use by individual schools and by local authorities 
and the health service is extensive.

Rationale for data collection

The data will provide Essex County Council and its partners with insights into key aspects of the personal and social 
development of children and young people and enable schools to understand the contribution they are making to the five 
outcomes of Every Child Matters.

Sample

A class from each year group has taken the survey and answered questions on topics such as health, leisure, nutrition etc. 
Parents of this group of children were informed and all results are anonymous.

Outcomes

The outcomes will be made available to all staff and can be used by the Year Managers and Core Futures Group for 
curriculum planning.

Food Review Outcomes

The healthy schools working party recently met to review the canteen and the following suggestions were made:

	 •	 Continue to promote healthy eating

	 •	 Offer a greater selection for vegetarians

	 •	 Purchase another panini machine

	 •	 Introduce a salad bar

	 •	 Investigate healthier panini fillings and wholemeal pasta

	 •	 Gradually reduce the cookies and cakes for sale.

There is still an issue regarding congestion in the Dining Hall and we are looking at different ways to solve this problem.  If 
any parent would like to join the working party, please contact Mrs. Marshall at the school.


