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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351

Receiving your 
Newsletter
If you would like to receive your 
newsletter via email, and do not 
already do so, please send an 
email, with your Child’s Name and 
Tutor Group to:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

Thank you.

Year 7 Disco
Year 7 had their 
first disco last week 
which proved very 
successful with128 
students attending.  The Friends 
of Notley High School would like 
to thank all the staff and parents 
who helped on the night.  We are 
delighted to have raised more than 
£350.  

Our next disco is for Year 8 on 
Friday 7 November.  Tickets will be 
available in school on Thursday 23 
October and Friday 24 October (ie 
the week before half-term).

Once again we held a very successful Open Evening last week.  This evening is for 
parents considering sending their son or daughter to Notley in September 2009.  
We were very pleased that once again many parents visited Notley High School to 
see at first hand the quality of education we offer.  

Open Evening 2008



Page 2  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 270 - 10 October 2008

On Friday 26 September we had a non-
uniform day for students when we hoped 
to raise at least £1,200 for this important 
children’s charity.

The Jeans for Genes Campaign is a now 
an annual event which gives school children 
the opportunity to make a difference to 
the lives of children with genetic disorders.  

All they had to do was wear jeans on the day and donate £1.  The charity aims to 
raise £3 million and the proceeds will help seven national charities, including Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, the National Deaf Children’s Society and the Sickle Cell 
Society.

In the UK, one baby in every 33 is born with a genetic disorder or birth defect – 
that’s one born every 30 minutes whose life could be affected.  To date, Jeans for 
Genes has raised more than £27 million to support pioneering projects and provide 
valuable support services for affected children and their families across the country.

The grand total actually raised on the Jeans for Genes Day was £1,114.47.  Well 
done to all students and staff who wore jeans to school that day and importantly, 
paid.

Mrs J Smith
Senior Teacher

    

Large numbers of students had volunteered to help with activities in subject departments and as always they proved to be 
terrific ambassadors for the school.  They very much enjoyed talking freely and enthusiastically about life at Notley including 
the wide range of learning experiences which the school provides for them.  

My congratulations and thanks go to all the students and staff who collectively represented the school so well.  Together they 
painted a picture of a school community which is dynamic and innovative in terms of learning but prepared to care for each 
student as an individual.  I would also like to give a special thank you to Mrs Kelly who led the team organising the event.

Year 11 GCSE Art Evening
On Wednesday 8 October we held our GCSE Art Exhibition of Year 11 coursework in the Library.  Pupils had worked with 
visiting artist Vicki Orenstein to produce experimental pieces based on landscape.  These pieces had been developed using 
collage and also produced as digital images.  The Year 11 Art pupils had produced work of a very high standard which was 
much admired by the parents, friends, staff and governors who visited the exhibition.  Particular thanks go to Mrs Wingrove 
who organised the hanging of the exhibition and Ms Arnold for her assistance in the Library as well as Mrs Stubbs, Ms 
Monro, Ms Pilling and Ms Payne for their work with the students. 

Jeans for Genes Non-Uniform Day
I would like to thank everyone who participated in our non uniform day for the Jeans for Genes Appeal.  We collected 
£1,114 for this worthwhile charity.  

Year 11 Futures Event and Braintree Sixth Form Open Evening
On Thursday 23 October the Year 11 Futures Event will take place at Braintree College. This event provides opportunities 
for Year 11 students and their parents to gather information on sixth form opportunities from a number of local sixth form 
providers. I would urge as many students as possible to attend this event as they consider their post-16 options.

As you know, we open our own sixth form provision in the Braintree Sixth Form on the Notley site from 
September 2009. Our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place at Notley on Thursday 13 November 13 at 7pm. 
I would urge students and parents to attend this event and hear about the exciting new post-16 learning 
opportunities which the Braintree Sixth Form will offer to all learners in Braintree.

Key Stage 3 Awards Evening
Our annual Key Stage 3 Awards Evening will be held at the school on Thursday 16 October at 7.30 pm. The evening is 
an opportunity for public celebration of the achievements of our Key Stage 3 students during the last academic year and a 
wide range of prizes and certificates will be presented. I hope that many parents of students receiving awards will be able to 
attend this important evening.
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A Note from the Finance 
Department
We have introduced a small brown 
envelope for parents to send trip 
payments into school.  You should 
receive one of these with any trip letter 
your child brings home and we would 
be grateful if you could return your 
payment in it.  Could we also ask that if 
you’re paying by cheque you write your 
Child’s Name, Tutor Group and Trip 
name on the reverse of your cheque.

This will 
be date 
stamped 
and 
initialled by 
a member 
of the 
Finance 
department 
and 
returned to 
your child 
via their register to act as your receipt.

We thank you in advance for your co-
operation with this.
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Saturday 11 October

Stagecoach

Monday and Tuesday13 & 14 
October

INSET day

Year 11 work experience - week 1

Wednesday 15

English Trip to Grange Barn 9.45 am 
- 12.30 pm

Thursday 16 October

KS3 Awards Evening

Chelmsford College Open Evening

Saturday 18 October

Stagecoach

Sunday 19 October

Spanish visit departs

Monday 20 October

Yr 11 Work experience - week 2

Tuesday 21  October

Khaki on Campaign

Wednesday 22 October

Colchester VI Form Open Evening 
6.15 pm - 9.30 pm

Friday 24 October

Spanish visit returns

Newsletter

Saturday 25 October

Stagecoach

Monday 27 - Friday 31 October

HALF TERM

Dates for your Diary

KS4 REVISION – Year 11
Parents:  as you know, we are continuously 
evaluating ways to raise the achievements 

of our students. This year we are continuing to subscribe to SamLearning, a top 
quality eLearning service that has proven to improve exam results through exam 
practice and related revision.  SamLearning is accessed through the Internet, 
so students can revise and learn at school or at home.  To access the service at 
www.samlearning.com, students need three details – the centre ID, user ID and 
Password.  Students will be reminded of these by staff and there are posters  
around the school.  Research has shown that a student, who revises a subject for 
10 hours using this service, will increase his/her GCSE by a grade.

Students:  with the Year 11 mock exams starting on Monday 17 November, this is 
a really great way to revise and test – use it as another tool to help in your exams.  
The sooner you start using it the better!

STOP PRESS
Information for GCSE Business & Communication Systems students:  there are over 
100 podcasts for you to use for revision.  Go to http://ictrevision.notleyhigh.com     
to listen to these useful revision soundbites.

     

Class 
of 1994 
Reunion
We are 
trying to get 
a reunion 
organised 
for all pupils 
that left Year 
11 at Notley in 1994. I would be 
grateful if you could pass this on to 
anyone you know that left at this time. 
Please contact Natasha Garner (nee 
Aves) at reunion1994@garnerweb.
co.uk, alternatively we have a reunion 
group set up on Facebook.
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Welcome to the second Notley High School Maths Puzzle and many, many congratulations to all those who attempted 
and completed the first puzzle.  There were some excellent answers and the first correct answer was submitted by Matthew 
Davey in Year 10.  He won an interactive revision aid for his GCSE studies.  All good attempts will be entered into the half 
termly draw for a top of the range scientific calculator.  Now for the new puzzle.  Can you solve the following Code?  Each 
letter represents one numerical digit, however, just to make it a little harder one of the clues is a red herring!

B x D = CD    B x EE = BB

B x F = DA    B x H = ED

B x A = EA    B x E = B

B x EI = BI    B x EA = FA

B x C = AC    B x J = HI

B x B = HB    B x G = JC

Can you work out which letter is which digit and can you also decide which clue is an error?  Please submit written answers 
to Mr Fuller.  If you don’t manage to complete the whole puzzle then do as much as you can.  All good attempts will be 
entered into the half term draw and the first correct answer will win a revision guide suitable for the student’s level.  And 
Parents, do feel free to join in.  Good Luck!

Notley High School Maths Puzzle

Year 7 Disco

The Year 7 disco was on Friday 3 October in the Drama 
Studio.  It was our first experience of discos at Notley High 
and it was a great success.  

Lots of children came and had loads fun! Everyone was 
dancing to all the funky songs!  Even the teachers joined 
in the dancing, especially Mr Trott and Miss Pilling - they 
looked like they were having a better time than us!

We would like to thank all the teachers and also the Friends 
of Notley High for organising a fab night!

By Ella Perkins and Daisy Longden 7Y 

From the PE Department

Pupils must remove any jewellery for all PE lessons

This is in accordance with Health and Safety 
Regulations and is against the school rules

NO EXCEPTIONS

Any problems please contact Mr Newman
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Notley High 
School 
Language 
Department 
has for a long 
time had a 
close link with 
White Court 
School, so we 
were pleased 
to accept when 
asked to help 
with their big 
French Event.  
Six of our 
Year 9 
students 
agreed 
to spend 
the day at 
White Court 

School, being French people!

The School Hall was transformed into a French town 
centre, with market stalls, a café and travel agents.  
The children came in a class at a time and spent 10 
minutes at each attraction.

At le marche, they were able to buy cuddly toy animals, 
clothes and fruit and vegetables.

In the café, waiters and waitresses took their orders 
for croissants, baguette and fromage, with drinks of 
limonade, jus d’orange and de l’eau on offer.

Meanwhile, at the agence de voyages, they could 
discuss where in France they would like to go, for how 
long, how they would travel and were presented with a 
postcard to commemorate the event.

Jack and Bradley had great fun selling fruit and veg to 
the children, more fun playing with the cuddly animals 
and the best fun of all helping to model the clothing!

Lydia and Tayma put the children at their ease by 
chatting to them in the travel agent’s and writing their 
names on the postcards.

Becky and Jess made most attractive waitresses and 
enjoyed helping the children spend their plastic euros. 

All in all, our students had a fun if tiring day doing 
something quite different, but realistic.  Mrs Ninian, White 
Court School’s French teacher said they were brilliant and 
the event wouldn’t have been the same without them!

Thanks go to Jack Barton, Tayma Spensley, Lydia 
Walkington-Mayo all of 9Y and Becky Aston, Bradley 
Hearn and Jess Meechan of 9E

Mrs Hart
French Department 

Thank you to Mrs Hart for taking part in the French day at 
White Court and looking after our Year 9 students on the 
day.  Thank you for her valuable work with the primary 
school and eternal enthusiasm.

Miss Vella
Head of Languages

White Court School French Event - September 2008
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Essex Dance Theatre classes here at 
Notley High School 

Every Wednesdays In G14

 
3:30 – 4:30 Jazz Dance for Notley students in Year 7 

4:30 – 5:00 Free performing group session for year 7 to create a dance to 
perform at the Civic theatre show (Sunday 19th July) 

 
5:00 – 6:00 Jazz Dance for Notley Students in Years 8 and 9 

6:00-6:30 Free performing group session for years 8 and 9 to create a 
dance to perform for Civic theatre show and Dukes Youth Dance Platform 

in March 
 

6:30 – 7:30 Jazz Dance for students in Years 10 and 11 
 

For more information come to the Drama Studio for an Essex Dance Theatre 
Leaflet 

Come along and try a class and see if 
we are what you are looking for…and 

then enrol. 
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Cashless Catering and Parent Pay
Cashless Catering

Due to the increasing demand for school meals and the amount of cash that flows through school finances the local 
authority have asked all secondary schools to introduce cashless catering systems.

Notley High has been investigating the providers of these systems for some years and we are now about to introduce 
‘Trust-e Cashless Catering’ to students and staff.

A programme of work to enable this change to happen and go live by January 2009 is now in place and it starts with a 
parent information evening on 21st October 2008.

As the school does not have a large enough space to accommodate all parents of our 1200+ students we would ask 
that the information sheet in this newsletter and the copies sent home with your children are studied first.

If you have any simple questions that maybe answered by email please address them to feedback@notleyhigh.com and 
we will endeavour to answer these within 24 hours.

If after reading the information sheets you wish to attend the meeting please be kind enough to send in the reply slip 
attached to the sheets so that we can gauge numbers. 

The system will be a combination of biometric reading and PIN numbers.•	

The government’s schools ICT agency ‘Becta’ set out clear guidelines in the Data Protection Act on the use of bio-•	
metric data in schools.

Biometric systems currently used in schools are based on fingerprint recognition technology. The system works by •	
taking measurements of the fingerprints, but they do not capture a complete image. This means that the original 
fingerprint cannot be reconstructed from the data.

The benefits of the system include•	

No cash in the dining hall

Smoother meal service – speed up delivery and reduce queues

Reduced administration through prepayment for meals

Parents do not have worry about finding dinner money each day

Anonymous free school meals entitlement

There will be two cash point machines installed that can be used to top up credit accounts and these will be auto-•	
matically linked to the server controlling the system.

Payments can also be made by cheque, credit card, debit card or PayPoint card. The introduction of Parent Pay will •	
assist this process as it has direct links to the cashless catering system to automatically top up accounts.

When the system has been running for one term and any issues that may arise have been resolved we will be in a •	
position to feed back information to parents about your children’s eating habits. Reports will be available on menu 
choices etc which will aid both the school to better cater for students needs but also give you a view of your child’s 
regular diet.

Parent Pay
Alongside the cashless catering we are introducing ‘Parent Pay’ which is very similar to PayPal on the internet.

Parent Pay will allow you to pay online by a variety of methods for the catering needs of your child.

It will also be extended to cover payments for trips from school and eventually a range of equipment and materials that 
are needed for some subjects.

Parent Pay is a completely secure online payment site that will automatically have an account created by the school for 
you to use if you wish. It will accept all major credit and debit cards including the new cards that can be charged with 
cash through shops and stores.

The school encourages parents to use the new facilities when they are available as it will avoid large amounts of cash or 
cheques being carried by your children into school and will give you an instant record of any payments you have made.

Further details will follow.

Lyndon Hopkins

Bursar
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