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Merry Christmas 

and

 Happy New Year 

Our annual Key Stage 4 Presentation Evening was held on Thursday 27 
November where we had an opportunity to celebrate the success of last year’s 
Year 11 students in their GCSE examinations and the success of our current Year 
11 students during their time in Year 10.  

We were delighted that Professor Michael Thorne, Vice Chancellor of Anglia 
Ruskin University, attended the evening as our guest speaker.  In his speech 
Professor Thorne encouraged all our students to make the most of their 
educational opportunities and to strive for success in their future lives and careers.  
It was a great pleasure to see so many current and former students and their 
parents at the evening and I would like to thank Mrs Smith and Mrs Halls who did 
a splendid job of co-ordinating the event and also Mr Rowe, the ICT technicians 
and the caretakers for their help on the day. We wish all our former students every 
success in the future.

Christmas Celebration
On Tuesday of last week our Carol Service and Christmas Celebration was held 
at St Michael’s Church in Braintree.  I was, once again, impressed by the high 
standards achieved by all the instrumentalists, singers and readers.  Successful 
events such as our Carol Service only occur after many weeks of hard work and 
focused concentration at rehearsals.  It was very pleasing to see the continued 
rise in the standards of musical performance and the rising numbers of students 
participating in the Carol Service. 

Presentation 
Evening

The evening provides an opportunity to escape for a brief moment from all our frantic Christmas preparations and 
busy end of term.  We are able to reflect through words and music on the true meaning of Christmas.  Several of 
our students and staff contributed readings pertinent to the Christmas message.  I would wish to thank Mr Williams, 
Miss Taylor and Miss Smith who organised and rehearsed the student readers, all of whom read exceptionally well.  I 
would also like to thank Mr Callely for his contribution to the Wind Band and, especially, Mrs Hanna, Mrs Robb and 
Mr Harris for their hard work and commitment to musical excellence at Notley.

End of Term
As is customary, the term will end at 2.00 pm on Friday 19 December 2008.  Buses and taxis have been ordered 
for this time.  

Start of Spring Term 2009

School will open for the spring term 2009 at the usual time on Monday 5 January 2009.  

Departing Staff
At the end of this term we say farewell to two members of the teaching staff.

Mr Abramson joined the school in September 2005 from Alderman Blaxill School in Colchester. He has made 
a significant contribution to the teaching of Science at Notley and has, more recently, taken on curriculum 
responsibilities in Science and for our Specialist School activities. We wish him well as he moves to become Deputy 
Head of Science at Raine’s School, Bethnal Green.

Mr Jackson joined the school’s Graduate Teacher Programme in September 2004 and, having qualified through 
this scheme, has continued to teach Mathematics at Notley ever since. In 2006 he took on some curriculum 
responsibilities in Mathematics which he fulfilled until July 2008. He has continued as a supply teacher for us during 
this term and we wish him all the best for the future.

I will introduce new staff who join the school in January in the first Newsletter in the new term.  
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Year 7 Citizenship Days  
On 25 and 26 November all pupils in Year 7 took part in a 
Citizenship Day where normal lessons were replaced with 
a range of activities focusing on Multicultural Britain. The 
aim of the day was for pupils to be able to recognize some 
of the influences on British culture from other parts of the 
world. 

Pupils took part in a drama workshop and had the chance 
to role play how cultures are decided in new societies.  
Some pupils got their first taste of a food technology lesson 
and they  had the opportunity to make samosas. Other 
technology practical activities involved making charity boxes 
for pupils choice of charities relative to the day.

The most exciting and active workshop was Bhangra 
Dancing which was delivered by a group of Dancers to 
all pupils in the Drama Studio. They used the traditional 
Dhol drum and pupils were taught a range of dance steps 
and their meanings. Some pupils were able to wear the 
traditional dress worn by Indian men when dancing. 

In their Citizenship lesson of the day pupils discussed how 
stereotypes and prejudice can be harmful. They discussed 
a range of scenarios and strategies on how to avoid 
becoming prejudice towards people. In other lessons pupils 
found out how and why people migrated to the British Isles 
and in RE, they learned how to accept other cultures and 
celebrate differences. 
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Year 10 Leisure and Tourism

Trust-E Cashless Catering Update
The majority of students have now registered to the new 
system and it went live with Years 7 and 11 today.  Those 
that have not yet registered will be called to the office over 
the next few days to resolve any issues.

The cash revaluation machines in the English and Library 
corridors are now open and students may credit their 
accounts by this method from approximately 08:30 in the 
morning until 15:30 in the afternoon. Outside of these 
hours the machines will be turned off so that account 
reconciliation can take place.

It is anticipated that everyone participating in this new 
system will have credited their accounts before 4 January by 
either cash or electronic payment and the school will go live 
for all students and staff from Monday 5 January 2009.

If you have any concerns about these arrangements please 
do not hesitate to contact the school and we will endeavour 
to answer your questions.

Lyndon Hopkins

Bursar

Servisair played host to the Year 10 Leisure and Tourism 
group at Stansted Airport last week.  The group were taken 
on a tour of the airport where they were able to observe 
passengers being checked in.  They were also able to go 
'behind the scenes' to witness the type of work which goes 
on at the airport.  Sian Ball 10H, Shansel Huseyin 10T and 
Jenni Rodway 10O won the Treasure Hunt designed by the 
Servisair staff.  It was an enlightening day and an enjoyable 
time was had by all.

 This week, Ian, Bren, Marta and Gemma from Servisair 
visited Notley High School to do some follow up work with 
the L&T class. Security issues and passports were some 
of the topics under discussion.  A prize was awarded to 
Bradley Pack in recognition of his presentation last week.

Thank you to the Servisair staff.
Miss Elstone

GCSE Theatre Visit – Blood Brothers 29 
January 09
Please note, the cost for the ticket is £26.20 and not £27.80 
as per letter.
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Little Havens Children’s Hospice Donation
It was with great pleasure that Notley High School presented a cheque for £1,000 
to Little Havens Children’s Hospice.  Their local fundraising representative, Victoria 
Beckinsale, recently visited the school for the presentation by two Year 11 students – Cerys 
Yeo11T and Jessica Malone 11L – who were very pleased to be able to award this amount to 
Victoria.

Money had been raised in a variety of ways; staff contributed through participating in a Ladies’ Driving Challenge held at 
the former RAF Bentwaters airfield in Suffolk in the summer, office staff recently organised the sale of four hundred Pudsey 
Bear key rings and Years 9 and 10 students also raised money for charity with some imaginative ideas.

£1,000 will enable two families to spend a week at the 
hospice, giving them a much needed respite break.  Quotes 
from their website include:  ‘A week at Little Havens is like 
a week’s holiday for my husband and I’ and from hospice 
staff, ‘This wonderful gift enables a whole family to benefit 
from the care and respite we offer here at the hospice’.  
At such a time as Christmas, this donation is especially 
appreciated and will mean so much for the children and 
their families being able to spend valuable time together, in 
expert hands and comfortable surroundings.

If anyone would like to donate directly to the 
hospice, this can be done on their website 
at: www.littlehavens.org.uk   As little as £5 
will buy a child a little stocking present – 
after all, it is the season of goodwill.

Mrs J Smith

Dates for your Diary
Monday 15 December

Yr 11 Mock Grades due

Wind Band Primary School visit

Tuesday 16 December

Wind Band Primary School visit

Adult French Class7.30 – 9.30 pm

Wednesday 17 December

Adult German Class 7.30 – 9.30 pm

Essex Dance Theatre 3.30 – 7.30 pm

Thursday 18 December

Karate Classes finishes

Adult Italian 7.30 – 9.30

Friday 19 December

School finishes at 2 pm

Monday 5 January

Spring Term Starts

Thursday 8 January

Karate Classes begin

Friday 9 January

Newsletter

Saturday 10 January 

Stagecoach

Science Masterclass
19 Gifted and Talented Year 6 pupils from Notley’s feeder 
schools attended a Science Masterclass on Tuesday 20 
November.  

The pupils enthusiastically used data-loggers, which have 
been purposely bought for use with primary schools, to 
measure the effect of concentration on rate of reaction.  
The session was summed up with a quiz on the interactive 
Qwizdom handsets.  All pupils enjoyed the challenge of a 
demanding practical and fun was had by all.  This was the 
first Year 6 Science Masterclass this year, a feature which 
ran regularly last year. 

A special thanks to Mrs Newell for her preparation and 
assistance.

Mr Woodward
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PPlleeaassee  bbrriinngg  yyoouurr  oowwnn  ddrriinnkkss  aanndd  nniibbbblleess  
MMaaxxiimmuumm  88  ppeeooppllee  ppeerr  tteeaamm  

££77..5500  ppeerr  hheeaadd  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  ffiisshh  aanndd  cchhiippss  
RRaaffffllee  

PPrriizzeess  ffoorr  tthhee  wwiinnnniinngg  aanndd  mmoosstt  cchhaalllleennggeedd  tteeaammss 
 

To obtain your tickets, please complete the form overleaf and return it to 
the school in an envelope marked:  

FNHS – Quiz Tickets or contact Lynda at chair.fnhs@gmail.com 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Name ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
 
Child’s Name ……………………………………………………………….. Tutor Group ……….. 
 
Please send ……………………………….. tickets for the FNHS Quiz Night on Saturday, 
24 January 2009 at a cost of £7.50 per head. 
 
Vegetarian option is available.  Number required ………….…….. 
 
I enclose a cheque (made payable to the Friends of Notley High School) for: 
 
£………………….………      
 
Team Name (can be decided on the night) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Contact Telephone Number ……………………………………………………………………………… 
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Year 9 Battlefields Trips November 2008
On 21 and 28 November a total of 186 Year 9 pupils were 
taken to the World War One Battlefields of Belgium.

A very early start was needed in order to make the most of 
the day and so pupils, parents and staff began gathering at 
school from 3 am.  On the first morning the coaches were 
late and then, when they did finally arrive just after 4am, 
drove straight past the entrance to the school.  Anyone rash 
enough to be awake at that unearthly hour could have seen 
the rare sight of Mrs Hill exercising, as I took a somewhat 
manic jog along Notley Road, waving my arms and 
shouting “we’re here!” at their retreating bumpers!

They did return though and by mid-morning the tours 
were well underway with visits to Hill 62 Museum, Tyne 
Cot Commonwealth Cemetery, The Yorkshire trenches and 
Langemarck German Cemetery.

This year, more than any other, I was struck by the 
engagement of pupils in thinking about the experiences 
of this older generation.  At Tyne Cot, a wreath was laid 
by each group with a card written by pupils.  Common 
sentiments were appreciation of the great sacrifice these 
men had made and a real sense of gratitude for the 
freedom this gave to pupils’ own lives.  Some pupils then 
looked for the graves of relatives, others called the attention 
of their teachers and friends to the ages of the dead or 
other details which struck them as particularly interesting or 
moving.

Winston Churchill said of Ypres that ‘A more sacred place 
for the British race does not exist in the world’ and this was 
our final destination.  We looked at the Menin Gate with 
its overwhelming number of inscriptions; 55,000 men who 
simply disappeared and have no known resting place. 
Many of these are recorded under two names; their legal 
name and that of the person they enrolled as in order to 
join up whilst still too young. 

Finally we visited the chocolate shops where most pupils 
bought treats for themselves, but also carefully chose gifts 
for other family members – hopefully they reached their 
intended recipient!

Staff commented on the excellent behaviour of pupils 
throughout and we thank them for making our own 
hard work, early start and long working day, incredibly 
worthwhile.

Italian Tour – Places Available 
There are 10 places available 

on the Italian Tour for Years 
7 – 9 departing Friday 22 
May to Tuesday 26 May 
2009.  

This tour provides a 
wonderful opportunity 

for students to 
experience 
what they have 

studied in the classroom first-hand.  The cost of the tour 
is £499 per person with payments being spread across 3 
instalments.  

If you would like your child to have the opportunity to come 
on this tour, and for more information, please contact Mr 
Tucker.

Year 8 Happy Puzzle Day
Year 8 Pupils were involved in the Happy Puzzle Day on 
Thursday 11 December.  They were given a range of 
practical problem to solve, with the emphasis being on 
teamwork.  It proved to be a very enjoyable challenge.  

Thank you to Mrs Shipton for organising the day.
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The Braintree Sixth Form Logo
Designer:  Sarah Pentelow

Sarah was a pupil at Notley High School from 1997 
to 2002.  She then took A-levels including Fine Art 
and Graphic Products at Colchester Sixth Form 
College.  Following this, Sarah took a year BTEC 
Diploma Foundation course in Art.  Having decided 
to specialise in Graphic Design she continued her 
studies at the University of Hertfordshire, gaining a 
BA (Hons) degree in Graphic Design and Illustration 
with Marketing.  Since leaving Notley Sarah has kept 
regular contact with the school, coming into show 
current students her work.

The idea for the logo developed as a result of Sarah’s 
discussions with staff about the aims and philosophy 
of the new Sixth Form.  It was important to us that the 
logo should represent the collaboration between 
the partner schools (Notley, Tabor, Alec Hunter and 
Honywood) as well as the international aspect of 
the curriculum that the International Baccalaureate 
courses would bring.  The linking circles within the 
design and the globe-link divisions symbolise these 
elements.  The colours selected for the logo reflect 
the colour scheme of the new building, and in 
particular the three shades of blue which will be used 
on the tiles cladding the entrance wall.

Sarah is currently working as an in house designer for 
local print management company Econoprint and 
also developing her freelance work.  

sarah@sazcreative.com

http://www.sazcreative.com

Match Reports - PE Department

Year 9 Basketball
On 27 November our Year 9 Basketball Team played a 
team from Alec Hunter, the match was played away and 
the Captain was Jamie Cage 9L.  The standard of play was 
good and Jake Cage was named player of the match due 
to his efforts in scoring most points.  Jamie Gage 9B and 
Alex Stewart 9S also put in a good performances and the 
final result was 16 – 6 to Notley.

Year 7 Basketball   
Our Year 7 Team also played Alec Hunter on 27 November 
and considering this was their first ever basketball game 
the standard of play was excellent.  Harry Lock 7T was 
captain, giving us a great display of his dribbling skills and 
scoring most of the points.  Tom Segura 7Y was named 
player of the match, giving an all round great performance, 
Ed Fullalove 7Y also showed his skill when it comes to 
rebounding.

The score of 20 – 6 was well deserved.

Well done.

Year 9 5 a-side Football  
On 3 December our Year 9 5 a-side Football Team 
played the new Rickstones Academy away.  Dan Potter 9T 
captained the team and Ryan Mullan 9S was named as 
player of the tournament for his great goal scoring abilities.  
Other players who put in a great effort were Dan Potter 
for his role in defence, Billy Roast 9N for controlling play, 
Callum Ferrell 9E for his goal scoring, Matt Weston 9E for 
his overall play and Henry Myers 9H for his willingness to 
play in goal even though this is not his normal position. 

The results so far are as follows:

Group Stage    vs Rickstones  won 2 – 1

          vs Mountfitchet    won 4 – 0

     vs Tabor    draw 1 – 1

Semi-Final    vs Maltings         won 4 – 0

Final                vs Alec Hunter      lost 1 - 0

   

Non-uniform Days
We are pleased to announce that we have two additional 
non-uniform days in 2009.  

These will be on:

Friday 24 April                    Young Carers	
Friday 5 June                      Little Havens Children’s  	
    Hospice

Non-uniform days raise approximately £1,100 and this 
money is gratefully received by our designated charities.
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