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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to 
the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com
The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should be 
called on a daily basis to report 
your child late or sick.

Prom Dress 
For Sale
Beautiful dark blue 
dress with scattered 
diamantes over 
bodice and skirt.

Size 8 – 10.

Worn once for 
Prom.

Please call Chris on 
346577.

New Parent Governors Required
Due to the retirement of some of our present parent governors, who have 
recently come to the end of their four year term of office, there are now 
vacancies on the School Governing Body and you will shortly be receiving a 
letter about elections.  

Parents make up the largest group of our governors with seven members out 
of a total of twenty, the other groups being five from the Local Community, 
four nominated by Essex County Council and four from School staff including 
Mr Thompson, the Headteacher.   

As you can see, our parent governors have the largest voice and rightly have 
an important and influential role in the leadership of the school. We are 
fortunate, for many years, to have had an energetic and committed group at 
Notley High School and it is important that this tradition continues. We are 
also grateful that some retiring parent governors do offer to stay on the Gov-
erning Body in other capacities so their experience and expertise is not lost.

There is no specific background or knowledge required for the job and the 
wider the range of experience the better in order to represent more fully the 
diversity in our school.  The minimum commitment is to make it a priority to 
attend the two Full Governor meetings each term and one or two committees 
per term although it is accepted that this may not always possible.

Please consider seriously putting yourself forward and if you would like more 
information please let Mrs Ferady (556304) know and I, or one of my fellow 
governors, will get back to you.
David Gask
Chair of Governors 

Box Tops for Books
We are still collecting the Box Tops for 
Books Tokens that can be found on 
Nestle Cereal Boxes. If you have any 
please bring them along to the special 
collection box in the Library by the 15th 
March.  The 2009 Collection closes 
at the end of March. So far we have 
collected 366 tokens. Thank you to 
everyone who has helped collect tokens 
for this scheme. A special mention 
should go to Jeremy Stanhope 8S, who 
collected an amazing 110 tokens! Well 
done! The New books for our Library 
will be available from July. Thank you.
Miss Arnold

We were notified yesterday that the school will be inspected by Ofsted on 
Thursday of this week.  It is three years since our last inspection and we 
have known for some time that our next inspection was imminent.  We 
are confident that the inspectors will be impressed by the high standard of 
education and care we provide at Notley.

This week I am briefing all staff and students about the inspection on 
Thursday and I would be grateful if as many parents as possible can return 
the Ofsted questionnaires to the school to inform the inspection process.  The 
deadline for returning these questionnaires is 12 noon on Thursday 5 March.  
Questionnaires should be returned to tutors or the main office in a sealed 
envelope, addressed to the inspection team.

I look forward to a successful inspection this week and to conveying the 
inspectors’ judgements about the school to you in due course.

Ofsted Inspection of 
the School
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legend can drive away bad luck. The fireworks that shower 
the festivities are 
rooted in a similar 
ancient custom.  

In China, the New 
Year is a time of 
family reunion. 
Family members 
gather at each 
other’s homes for 
visits and shared 
meals, most 
significantly a feast 
on New Year’s 
Eve.  Chinese New 
Year ends with the 
lantern festival on 
the fifteenth day of 
the month.  Some 
of the lanterns may 
be works of art, 
painted with birds, 
animals, flowers, 
zodiac signs, and 
scenes from legend and history.  People hang glowing 

lanterns in 
temples, and 
carry lanterns 
to an evening 
parade.

This is my first 
time to celebrate 
Chinese New 
Year abroad.  
Though I missed 
my family 
a lot, it was 
exciting and 
enjoyable as 
well to introduce 
Chinese New 
Year to my 
English students 
and friends.  

Annie She     

Chinese teacher

Chinese New Year Celebrations
On Jan 26 2009, 
we celebrated 
Chinese New 
Year during lunch 
time in the school 
Library. 

We decorated 
the Library with 
Spring Festival 
couplets and 
some Chinese 
New Year 
paintings. We 
coloured the 
year animal (ox), 
made lanterns, 
wrote the Chinese 
character ox 
with calligraphy 
brushes and 
picked up 
Chinese coins 

with chopsticks. It was great fun and we enjoyed it very 
much.

New Year 
festivities 
traditionally 
start on the first 
day of the first 
lunar month and 
continue until 
the fifteenth, 
when the moon 
is brightest.  At 
Chinese New 
Year celebrations 
people wear red 
clothes, decorate 
with poems on 
red paper, and 
give children 
“lucky money” in 
red envelopes.  
Red symbolizes 
fire, which 
according to 
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On 29 January all of the Year 9 students had a fantastic 
morning taking part in activities, watching demonstrations 
or listening to presentations from Engineers, Graphic 
Designers, Architects, Theatre Costume Designers, Chefs 
and Hospitality and Catering staff.

We had 25 visitors from businesses and industries linked 
to technology subjects from companies such as Amanda 
Designs, E2V, Ford, Sainsbury’s, Academy de Culinaire, 
Colchester Institute, Fire Brigade and BT.    

The pupils were complimented on their behaviour and level 
of interest.

The pupils thanked the Technology teachers for giving 
them, ‘ a wicked day ‘  and staff are pleased that the 
pupils enjoyed the experience and have a better insight 
into career opportunities and also be will be encouraged to 
choose the most suitable Technology subject in the GCSE 
options process.

Design and Technology Careers Event at Notley High School

Work from KS3 Construction and Control 
Technology.
Examples of work produced by pupils.  Pewter Jewellery and a 
mechanical toy. 
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Year 11 Art Gallery Visit

On Thursday 22 January a coach full of creative Year 11 students spent the day 
in London exploring a couple of the many galleries situated there. 

 The trip consisted of a visit to the National Portrait Gallery and the V&A (Victoria 
and Albert) Museum where we were given a talk and inspiration for our own 
work.

Our first lecture of the day took place at the National Portrait Gallery.  Our 
lecturer, a portrait artist herself, was most informative.  The lecture was followed 
by a walk around the gallery looking for inspiration for our work.

The V&A Museum was the second but most interesting part of our trip, exploring 
the many different cultures and types of art.  From Oriental to Islamic, as well 
as vast collection of jewellery, we identified and researched the art work, picking 
out our favourite pieces and drawing them. 

The only down side was there wasn’t enough time to visit the shop!

Jessica Eyles 11B

Technology links with 
Colchester 6th Form 
College
Ryan Cassidy a student who left Notley 
in 2007 asked for help with his ‘A’ 
level Technology course. He needed 
the use of our 3D printer to convert his 
Pro-Desktop drawings into a working 
model. The department was able 
to help him produce his innovative 
‘Fridge Door Closer’. We hope there 
will be further links with the Colchester 
6th Form College. 

Ryan with his completed design by the 3D 
printer.

Spring Concert
The Spring Concert will be held on Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 March at 
7.30 pm in the Drama studio. There will be performances from the Wind Band, 
Jazz Band, Senior Choir, Junior Choir and a variety of small ensembles and 
soloists.   Tickets cost £3.50 for adults and £2.50 for students/concessions and 
are available from Mrs Hanna.

What A Good Sport
Visiting governor Karen Rodgers 
showed what a really good sport she 
is by taking part in  a ‘Generation 
Game‘ cake decorating activity when 
chefs from Colchester Institute visited 
Mrs Williams’ GCSE Food Technology 
lesson.

Her piping bag had been sliced 
and a marble put into the nozzle 
to cause her very messy problems 
which of course delighted the year 10 
competitors.

Fun was had by all.

The Library will be hosting a special Book Fair from 4-11 March 2009.  

The Book Fair brings hundreds of fantastic books directly into our school.  All the latest titles will be on display and prices 
start from £2.99.  Not only will you get the opportunity to buy exclusive books at discount prices, but up to 60% of your 
purchase goes towards books for our school Library.  

Don’t forget – World Book Day is on 5 March 2009 and each student will receive a special World Day Book Voucher that 
you can use at the Book Fair.  There will also be the opportunity to win prizes in special World Book Day Competitions that 
will be held in the Library on 5 March. 

Miss Arnold

Notley High School Book Fair and World Book Day
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FNHS 

The Friends of Notley High School are getting together for 
a meeting on Wednesday 11 March 2009 at 7.30 p.m in the 
school Library – please feel free to come along.

Since September The Friends have raised funds for the school 
through Discos and a Quiz night and have been able to provide 
donations to various departments in the school totaling 
£2350.

Our donations so far have included:-

Speech + language dept  £385 for equipment for a new  craft 
room

Food Tech £375 for cooking utensils

D+T Construction £400 for a welder

Badminton club £246 for rackets/nets etc

Language dept £600 for grammar software in French and 
Spanish

Learning Support £114 for reading books

As you can see funds are offered to a wide variety of 
departments so all pupils can benefit but without the support 
of parents and helpers none of this would be possible.

Hope to see you at one of our meetings

Lynda

Chair

Friends of Notley High School

Year 7 Disco

On behalf of The Friends of Notley I would like to apologize 
for the short notice given for the cancellation of the Year 7 
disco on Friday 6 February.  

That morning we saw a heavy downfall of snow on top of 
very icy conditions left from earlier in the week.  After careful 
consideration it was felt that the sensible thing to do was to 
postpone the disco to an alternative night.  

Please keep your tickets because we are currently organizing 
a new date for the event for which they will be valid.  We will 
inform you of the new date as soon as possible.

Thank you again for your support

Lynda

Chair

Friends of Notley High School

Tuesday 3 March

Year 11 Revision Day

Year 9 More Able Holocaust Visit

Braintree College open Evening 6 – 9 pm

Year 6 Science Masterclass

Wednesday 4 March

World Book Day & Book Fair starts

Thursday 5 March

Ofsted Inspection

Elevating Athletics Event

Jazz Band visit to Gosfield

Year 9 Parents’ Consultation 5 – 8.30 pm

Saturday 7 March

Stagecoach

Monday 9 March

Year 10 Exams – Week 1

Year 9 Options Forms – deadline

District Netball Tournament this week

Year 10 District Rugby

Tuesday 10 March

Year 9 option Interviews with tutors start

Book Fair ends

Year 9 District

Thursday 12 March

Year 8 Parents’ Consultation 5 – 8.30 pm

Pharmaceuticals Masterclass

Year 8 District Rugby

Friday 13 March

Year 7 District Rugby

Newsletter

Saturday 14 March

SATs on Saturday

Stagecoach

Dates For Your Diary

We recently received a letter and certificate 
thanking the school for donating £784.12 to the NSPCC/Childline charity.  This money was raised as a result of the 
Fashion Show which Mr J Trott organised last year.  Thank you to everyone who came to the Show and therefore 
contributed to helping protect children from abuse and neglect.  Once again Notley High School has helped improve the 
lives of disadvantaged children.  Special thanks go to Mr Trott and the team of people who produced the Show.
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KS4—ICT coursework 
 
The new OCR National Award in ICT first began in school during September 2008.  In the first unit students 
were required to act as a business trainee in a company called Start Up, a company which helps existing 
businesses re-brand themselves and new companies to set up successfully.  Students were given a range of 
tasks including preparing cashflow forecasts and creating marketing documents such as brochures, flyers, 
newsletters, business cards and letterheads.  They also had to manipulate a database for a new client called 
24:7 Hair and prepare a mailmerge to advertise its hairdressing services to new and potential clients.  
Research was a big part of the work and students used a wide range of sources.  The feedback from students 
on this first unit was very good, with the majority saying they enjoyed the independence and self-
direction this vocational course requires.  It gave them the opportunity to experience the 
world of work within a classroom environment and develop skills which will be 

required throughout their lives. 
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Time flies by when you’re having 
fun, that’s what they always say isn’t 
it ? Well this term has flown by so 
fast, it’s hard to recount everything.

First off I am so glad I picked this 
option as it lives up to everything 
expected and more.  A lesson to 
just enjoy and be independent.  We 
started off doing seam and pleat 
samples.  This was very interesting 
as I haven’t learnt this before.  It 
really taught me a lot.

Then there was the knitting, if 
someone had said to me a couple 
of months ago ‘Can you knit me 
something?’ I probably would’ve 
laughed in their face but now I am 
so addicted it’s like caffeine.

Then came the shorts.  To be honest 
I was very nervous about this but 
it was only a practice and it was 
the first garment I had ever made.  
Maybe it did get a bit stressful but 
I was quite proud of the end result 
and I think everyone was proud of 
what they accomplished.  We are in 
the middle of making our skirts, so 
far so good.

Then the best day of my life ever, 
came THE CLOTHES SHOW LIVE! 
I had been waiting for ages to go 
yet never seemed to get a ticket.  
The coach journey I would have 
to say was the funniest bit.  I loved 

The Clothes Show

Alex Pettyfer and The Presenters

Bags at the end of the day.

The Clothes Show

everyone who went.  It wasn’t what I 
would have expected, it was better.  
Surprisingly we all seemed to go off 
in our groups and got lost as it was 
so big.  We watched a catwalk show 
then everywhere we went were stalls, 
clothes, make up, bags - you name 
it, everything was there!  

The actual Clothes Show itself was 
amazing and gave me a few ideas 

for designs as well as seeing The 
Saturdays perform, the one and only 
Alex Pettyfer came out on stage.  We 
went absolutely mental.  We also 
met two people from Shipwrecked, 
they were quite funny but if we went 
a day earlier, we would’ve met the 
guys from Hollyoaks, oh well. 

The day was so tiring I just collapsed 
into bed when I got home.  All in all 
it was the best day ever, and Textiles 
has been a great term for all of us 
students and hopefully every term 
will be like this.

Paris Millsom 10S
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01376 332193 
 

Wednesday 9.30 – 11 am 
 

School term time only 
 

Jan Preston 
Campus Community Liaison Officer  

will be available to answer your call to support 
you and offer advice 

 
Lunchtime Drop-in Session 

With Jan Preston and PC Anna Collins 
Wednesday lunchtimes in G24  


