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The last month has been as busy and active as ever at Notley, with a great
variety of trips, visits and other educational activities. I have highlighted some
of these below with further details about some of the activities appearing
elsewhere in the Newsletter.
•

Before half term Year 8 students took part in residential activities at
Bradwell and in France

•

38 of our students visited Italy during the half term holiday (see
‘When in Rome’ page 4)

•

The French Exchange return visit to Toulouse departed at the end
of the half term holiday (see Page 4 for details of this visit)

•

Our most recent non-uniform day last week raised £1,039 for
Young Carers (page 4)

•

Our students were once again very successful in the Have Your Say
Languages Competition (page 6)

•

The Wind Band are in rehearsal for a CD recording on Tuesday
16 June (page 7)

•

Preparations are well underway for Sports Day on 30 June (page
3)

•

GCSE Art students have taken part in a workshop with artist Vicki
Orenstein (page 9)

This is just a sample of the activities which the staff put on for our students and
I would like, once again, to thank all our staff for all their efforts on behalf of
our students. The students at Notley are fortunate to experience such a rich
range of activities as part of their curriculum and we know that they benefit
greatly from such experiences.

Inaugural Concert in the Braintree Sixth Form Centre
The brand new Braintree Sixth Form Centre at the front of the school is now
nearing completion, with Hutton Construction expecting to leave our site in
early July.
We are delighted that Cantate, one of the UK’s leading youth choirs, will be
joining with some of our students to perform an inaugural concert on the
evening of Saturday 11 July. We will also be hosting the Anima Young Singers
of Greater Chicago on this occasion and I do hope that many parents and
friends of the school will be able to join us to enjoy the concert and get a first
glimpse of our impressive new sixth form building.
Further details about this concert are on page 2 of this Newsletter and tickets
are available from Cantate and from the school.
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Busy Times at Notley

www.notleyhigh.com

In Brief...
Friends Of Notley High
School - 100 Club
For more information please see
page 9

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you
would like to be included in the
School Newsletter, you can email it
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com
The deadline for submission is the
Monday prior to publication.

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7

01376 556347

Year 8

01376 556348

Year 9

01376 556349

Year 10 01376 556350
Year 11 01376 556351
The absence lines should be
called on a daily basis to report
your child late or sick.
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“Friends Of Notley High School”
INVITE ALL PARENTS TO

TUESDAY 30 JUNE 2009 1 pm – 3 pm
AT SPORTS DAY THIS YEAR THE
GRAND RAFFLE
WILL BE DRAWN AT 2.30 PM AND
CREAM TEAS
WILL BE ON SALE
Please come along and support the students
Free admission by ticket only
-----------------------------------------------------NOTLEY SPORTS DAY 2009
To enable us to estimate numbers attending please complete this slip and return to
Mr Williams via your child’s tutor by Wednesday 24 June to get your ticket.
NAME ……………………………… NUMBER OF TICKETS REQUIRED …………...
CHILD’S NAME AND TUTOR GROUP ………………………………………………...
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French Exchange Programme 2009
From Sunday 29 March to Friday April 2 2009 Notley High
School hosted twenty-two students and two teachers from
Collège Pablo Picasso in Toulouse, Southern France. This
is the second time that Notley High School has welcomed
visitors from our official partner school in France, following
the success of the inaugural exchange in 2008.
In addition to improving language skills, the principal
objective of the exchange is to provide both French and
English students with an authentic experience of life in the
country they are studying.

the use of mime, and used it to recreate a range of
everyday and humorous scenarios. I would like to thank
Miss Pilling and Mr Trott for these outstanding lessons.
The week was rounded off with a Goodbye Party, followed
by many tears from both French and English students (and
parents!). It was, however, some comfort for everybody that
Notley was due to visit Collège Pablo Picasso in a matter of
weeks.

During the visit to England students engaged in a packed
programme of activities, all of which were designed to
encourage spoken and cultural interaction between the two
groups of students. French students initially spent time with
their host families, discovering such British institutions as
Lemon Curd, Roast Beef and the Hollyoaks Omnibus!

Those weeks passed quickly. On Saturday May 30, a group
of students and staff arrived at Toulouse Airport to be
welcomed by their new French friends. Another fantastic
week was spent visiting sights of local interest, including
Toulouse City Centre, The Space Museum and The Medieval
Walled City of Carcassonne. As in England time was spent
in school, with students participating in a range of shared
activities, including dance!

This was followed by a day of pupil tracking and visits
to Cambridge (for Punting), Colchester (for the Castle),
London (for a guided tour of Parliament, as guests of
Brooks Newmark MP) and to Number Ten Bowling (for their
high-quality vegetable nuggets).

It was quite a sight to see the strong friendships that had
been built in the two short weeks the students had spent
together. It was a truly unforgettable experience. There
are already plans for members of each group to visit each
other during the summer.

A ‘Collaborative Learning Day’ was also held, during
which students followed a timetable that had been specially
designed to improve language skills and cross-cultural
collaboration. In Art, students used PhotoShop to merge
their faces with their Exchange Partner, which they then
painted Red, White and Blue (the shared colours of the
Union Jack and the Tricolore). In Drama, students explored

Meanwhile, letters inviting students to participate in the
2010 Programme will be available soon.
My thanks to all those who made this year’s exchange
possible.
Tom Baster
Acting Head of Modern Foreign Languages

When in Rome...
On 22 May at 7 am (yes 7 am!) 38 students and 5 staff
boarded the coach and headed off to Gatwick.

see some of the famous sights of Rome, such as St Peter’s
Square, floodlit, which was an incredible experience!

After spending way too much time in duty free, we finally
managed to board the plane and arrived in Rome after
a two and a half hour flight.  We arrived at Hotel Lux
completely shattered and after a quick dinner headed off
to bed. Mr Tucker happily informed us that we would get
wake-up calls at 6.30am for a 7am breakfast, cue angry
muttering.

On Monday, we got a “lie-in” and were up at 7am to visit
the Catacombs, the Pantheon (with Raphael’s tomb) and
then had lunch (whilst 99.9% of the group went off to
McDonalds, us cultured ones went off to have pizza and
pasta at a local restaurant, consuming an entire pizza!).
We then headed off to the Spanish Steps, a famous Bernini
fountain, some shopping(!) and then visited the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier, known to the locals as the ‘Wedding
Cake’ due to its many tiers.

After shuffling into breakfast half asleep, we took the metro
to Vatican City and met our guide, Richard, who would stay
with us for the trip.
The artwork was incredible and the art inside the Sistine
Chapel was beautiful!  We went inside St Peter’s Basilica
and had a chance to go out into St Peter’s Square, which
we visited again on our night tour later on in the week.
We then went on to visit many of Rome’s famous sights,
such as: the Trevi Fountain, Castel Sant’Angelo and Piazza
Navona (where we ran into an Italian football team and
got pictures!)
The next day also began with a 6.30am wake-up call and
we went to the metro and went to the Colloseum, followed
by the Roman Forum, a spot of lunch and then off to the
ancient city of Ostia Antica, where we played hide and
seek and chased Juan! (see Facebook for videos!)

Tuesday was our last day and we got another “lie-in”,
until 7.30am! We had some extra-shopping at the Trevi
Fountain, where Mr Tucker treated us all with ice-creams,
and then had to jump back on the coach to make it back to
the airport in time to catch our plane. We caught a 5.10pm
flight home and arrived back at school by about 9.30pm
and were greeted by the awful news that Juan would be
leaving until October! (We gave him many goodbye hugs
naturally and he promised to be back soon!)
We are all indebted to Mr Tucker for arranging such a
fabulous trip, and we would all like to thank Miss Wilcox,
Miss Rabhi, Juan and Mrs Bennett for accompanying us.
By Amanda Jackson and Laura Hart 10O

In the evening, we had the night tour where we got to
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School Transport Entitlement
The Deadline for applications for the next
academic year is 26 June
Secondary Schools
Where pupils reside at or beyond three miles or more from
the school they attend, measured by the shortest available
walking route and one of the following applies they may be
entitled to transport assistance
The school the pupil attends is the designated school for
their home address or closer than the designated school
The pupil has been refused a place at their designated
school and they are attending the next nearest school with
space available at the time of application
In addition to this entitlement, those pupils from families
who qualify for free school meals or their maximum level
working tax credit are entitled to transport to one of the
three nearest schools to their home address with space
available at the time of application provided they reside
between 2 and 6 miles from those schools
Families do not have to be claiming the free school
meal award in order to be entitled to this additional
transport award. Where families do not claim their
free school meals entitlement they will be required
to provide benefit evidence to demonstrate their
entitlement to this award.

Post 16 Education
Pupils continuing in education after year 11 may qualify for
transport assistance if:
•

They are aged 16 – 19 and attending a full time
course at a school or college

•

They reside three miles or more from that
establishment and it is the nearest place offering
the majority of the course the pupil has chosen to
study.

A contribution of £485 towards the cost of transport is
required, unless your family are in receipt of qualifying
benefits, detailed in our flyer, available from your school.
You must apply by 26th June 2009 to ensure transport is
in place by September 2009.  Do not wait until you have
your GCSE results before applying. It is easier to amend an
existing application for transport following the publication
of your results. If you submit an application at the end of
August it is likely you transport will not commence until
October half term.
If you believe you may qualify for transport assistance
please visit www.essex.gov.uk/schooltransport to
make an application online.  Or contact 0845 603 2200 to
request an application form.

Grand Draw Tickets
By now you should have all received
your tickets for this year’s Grand
Draw which is being sponsored
by Mutlows School of Motoring...
hopefully you have been successful
in selling them all.  Please return the
counterfoils and money as soon as
possible to your tutor – should you
be unable to sell any please return the unused tickets as
well.
This year you also have a chance of winning a prize just by
selling a ticket. When you sell a ticket make sure you name
and tutor group is written on the counterfoil, along with the
buyer’s details. If that ticket is drawn you will win a prize as
well as the person who bought the ticket.
The last day for returning tickets to ensure that they are
included in the Draw at Sports Day is Friday 26 June.
Good Luck to all those who have entered the Draw so far.
There are lots of great prizes to win and don’t forget the
first prize of £200.00
The winning tickets will be drawn at Sports Day on Tuesday
30 June. Any family or friends who wish to come to Sports
Day will need to return the slip requesting tickets (which is
in this newsletter) to school as soon as possible.
The School Jazz Band will be in George Yard  Shopping
Centre during the morning of Wednesday 17 June,
helping us sell Grand Draw tickets. Please encourage
family and friends to come along and see the Band.
Thank you for your support
Friends of Notley High School
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Have Your Say Languages Competition
Students from Notley High School have once again
experienced outstanding success in both the heats and
final of the ‘Have Your Say’ Languages Competition.
Organised by the Association for Language Learning
(ALL), ‘Have Your Say’ is a competition designed
to promote and develop speaking skills in French,
Spanish and German. Students are required to write
and perform a role-play, with marks being awarded for
Pronunciation, Intonation and Creativity.

and therefore finished in the top twelve of their category.
All students, however, can be immensely proud of their
achievements.
Tom Baster
Acting Head of Modern Foreign Languages
Year 7 French
Tony Upton and Connor Wilson
Saskia Woolgrove and Elise Horsham
Year 8 French

Notley sent twenty two talented linguists to the
preliminary heat, held at the Northgate High School,
Ipswich. Competing against schools from both Essex
and Suffolk, a staggering 16 students advanced to finals
of the competition.

Grace Hatchman and Jemma Reynolds (1st place)

The Grand Final, held at the Thomas Lord Audley
Specialist Language College in Colchester saw students
re-perform their original role-plays, in addition to acting
out an ‘unseen’ dialogue.

Hannah Warner and Olivia Bell

Callumn Morgans and Adam Ghoumrassi
Year 9 French
Laura Sadler and Marissa Scott
Year 7 Spanish
Calum Carter and Nathan Speller

I am delighted to report that Grace Hatchman and
Jemma Reynolds were crowned overall winners of the
Year Eight French category. This is an outstanding result,
given that almost thirty teams were entered into the
competition.

Kirsty Ayre and Amie Whitaker

Many congratulations to Jemma and Grace. A full list
of competitors can be found below. Names in bold
indicate that the students made it to the Grand Final,

Year 9 Spanish

Year 8 Spanish
Emma Lockwood and Michaela Last
Natasha Wooton and Mollie Gillingham
Asha Mistry and Shannon Conlon

Notley Students Raise Funds For Local Children’s Charity
Two Notley High School students, Luke Nixon and Tyler
Scott, asked the school if it could raise funds for a local
charity by organising an additional non-uniform day.  
Luke and Tyler have this to say about Young Carers:

“Young Carers is an organisation for young people
who care for someone in their family, like caring
for a brother. The credit crunch has made it harder
and harder for charities to find money and without
fundraising this charity wouldn’t be able to continue and
we’d have nowhere to go. The reason Young Carers
is such a good charity is because they take people who
care for their relative or friend and give them a place
to relax in.  At Young Carers we do all sorts of trips in
school holidays which gives us a rest from caring. Young
Carers is open every other Tuesday to young carers from
the age of 8-18 and provides a place for them to ‘chill
out’ and take a break from looking after their families”.
On Wednesday 3 June, Clare Reeve – Team Leader
at Young Carers – visited the school to be presented
with a cheque from Luke and Tyler.  She said:  “We are
enormously proud of Luke and Tyler for organising this
fundraising event to help fund a trip to Thorpe Park in
the summer holidays. This will help to provide a fun
day out for the young carers aged from 8 to 18. Thank
you to all the students and staff of Notley High School
for raising so much money for us. It is very much
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appreciated.”  The value of the cheque was £1,039.11.
Young Carers currently need additional volunteers.  (The
organisation is part of Braintree & District Crossroads).  
If you would like to help, please contact Clare Reeve on
01245 360706.

From left:  Luke Nixon, Clare Reeve and Tyler Scott
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Wind Band CD
The Wind Band will be recording a music CD.  The recording session
will be held on Tuesday 16 June. CD’s will be available for you to
purchase and will be priced at £10, they will be available by the end of
term.  All orders should be handed in to the office by Friday 19 June.  
The pieces to be recorded are:
1) The Great Escape
2) The Phantom of the Opera
3) Raiders March (Theme tune to Raiders of the Lost Ark)
4) Flashdance…What a Feeling
5) Puttin’ On The Ritz
6) Eighties Flashback (Thriller; Time After Time; Eye of the Tiger; You  
    Give Love a Bad Name)
7) The Best of Queen (We Will Rock You; Another One Bites The Dust;
We Are The Champions
8) Mission Impossible (theme tune)
9) Music (John Miles version)
10) Super Hit Mega-Mix (includes YMCA!)
11) Tequila
12) The Incredibles (Theme tune)
13) Mary Poppins (Feed the Birds; Spoonful of Sugar; Chim Chim Cheree; Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!!!!)
14) Grease (We Go Together; Summer Nights; Born to Hand Jive; Beauty School Dropout; Greased Lightnin’)
15) Joseph Medley (Jacob and Sons; Any Dream Will Do; Close Every Door; Go Go Go Joseph
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CD Recording - Purchase of CD
Please return to the Finance Office in the envelope provided
Name ………………………………………......................….…..……................… Tutor Grp ….......…….……
I would like to purchase ______ CDs @ £10 each and enclose £_______ cash/cheque.  Cheques made payable to
Notley High School.
Signed………………………………..................................................……………. Date ……………..........……
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GCSE Art Workshop
We were delighted to welcome
back artist Vicki Orenstein to
Notley to work with Art GCSE
and Art/Graphics GCSE pupils.
Vicki specialises in developing
expressive paintings based on the
theme of landscape.
Vicki brought along some of
her paintings to show pupils
and talked with them about
her inspiration and working
methods. She then introduced
them to expressive
ways of building up
textured surfaces with
paint, glue and inks
and printing onto the
prepared surfaces using
everything from bubble
wrap to leaves. Pupils
enjoyed discovering new
ways to develop their
creative abilities using
unusual materials. Many
excellent pieces of work
were produced some of
which are shown here.
Ms Monro

Friends Of Notley High School - 100 Club
Would you like to help raise money for the school, but you just don’t have the time?
The new FNHS 100 club is a really simple way for you (and family and friends) to
involved in some much needed fund raising for the school, as well as being in with the
chance of winning a cash prize each month.

get

The new FNHS 100 Club will run annually from October to September. To become
a member the cost will be just £12 per year (to be paid annually by cash/cheque).  
Each member will be allocated a number and be entered into a monthly draw. If
your number is drawn, 50% of the total sum collected will be split between 1st, 2nd and
3rd prize winners.
The money taken each month will be distributed as follows;
50% to Friends of Notley High School
50% to the prize winners (25% - 1st prize, 15% - 2nd prize, 10%- 3rd prize).
If we were able to generate £1200 per year for the school, it would continue to help us provide much needed resources,
which are unable to be funded by the schools own budget.  Last year alone we donated over £6000, which enabled us
to help a number of departments including Sports, Languages, Learning Support, Music, Maths, Technology and The
Environmental Group.
Please remember when completing the application on page 10 your child/children will benefit from your support.
Thank you in advance – FNHS.
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Friends Of Notley High School -100 Club - Application
Full name of applicant

_________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________ Tel. No. __________________
Students Name
______________

___________________________

Student’s Class

Please allocate me ____ number/s in the FNHS 100 Club (each number cost £12 for a
year’s entry). I enclose cash/cheque (made payable to The Friends of Notley High
School)
for the use of FNHS
receipt number …………………….

Ticket number …………………………….

Additional forms for family and friends!
Full name of applicant

_________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________ Tel. No. __________________
Students Name

_____________________________ Students Class ______________

Please allocate me ____ number/s in the FNHS 100 Club (each number cost £12 for a
year’s entry). I enclose cash/cheque (made payable to The Friends of Notley High
School)
for the use of FNHS
receipt number …………………….
Full name of applicant

Ticket number …………………………….

_________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________ Tel. No. __________________
Students Name

____________________________ Students Class ______________

Please allocate me ____ number/s in the FNHS 100 Club (each number cost £12 for a
year’s entry). I enclose cash/cheque (made payable to The Friends of Notley High
School)
for the use of FNHS
receipt number …………………….

Ticket number …………………………….
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