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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should be 
called on a daily basis to report 
your child late or sick.

    Music Department 
Instrumental Lessons
Please read improtant information 
about music lessonson on page 9.

Grand Draw Tickets
To ensure that all your 
Grand Draw tickets 
are entered into the 
draw on 30 June 2009 
at Sports Day, please 
return them to school by Monday 
29 June 2009.

During last week, students and staff participated in Money Week, a new 
development to help students with their understanding of economics, enterprise 
and personal finance.  I am grateful to Mr Higgon for organising the week and 
providing the following reports on the activities:

Money Week 2009

Money Week 15-19 June 2009
Throughout last week merits and 
commendations were out and money 
was in!  Staff and students alike were 
inspired by personal finance education 
as the Bank of Notley opened for 
business on Monday 15th June.  
150,000 Bank of Notley pounds were 
printed in £1, £5, £10, £20 and £50 
denominations for use during the week 
by staff.

Each lesson teachers were able to 
reward good work, excellent answers, 
helpfulness and general good 
behaviour with money instead of 
the school’s usual incentives.  There 
were also competitions held by the PE 
department at lunchtime with financial 
rewards, as well as special lessons in 
Maths, English, Technology, Art, Tutor 
Time, History and numerous others.  

Staff from the local branch of Lloyds TSB came in and taught lessons to three Year 
7 maths groups, and the regional education advisor from Natwest provided a 
wide range of high quality resources for staff to use in lessons.

The purpose of the week was to advance the personal finance education of all 
students across the school, getting them thinking about money and banking 
in ways designed to appeal to young people – for example, students were 
encouraged to bank their earnings by filling in a paying in slip and posting it via 
their Purple Student Voice Reps into the Bank of Notley paying in box (pictured) 



Page 2  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 285 - 26 June  2009

During money week the purple voice students counted the 
money that the students collected. 

Money week was really enjoyable for all the purple voices 
but also for everybody else. It really was fantastic making 
the lessons interesting and different for us. The teachers 
were really giving and really pushed us to be the best of 
our abilities during this great week. Everyone participated 
very well and overall it was one of the best weeks at Notley 
so far.

Comments from the Money Counters
Comments from the following Purple Voice Reps: 
Year 7: Louise Lazell, Liberty Mann, Kate Portway, Kirsty 
Reynolds, Beth Baker, Kirsty Aston, Emily Beardwell and 
Omar Ally.  

Year 8: Sarah Taylor, Calum Foster, Kathryn Woodhall-
Jones, Kyle Sibthorpe, Eden Stoneman, Keaton Gregg and 
Aidan Lewis. 

Last week was money week and as it was a special 
occasion we had some people from Lloyds TSB come in 
to our maths lesson and give us a lesson on money. They 
taught us about how to manage money, how to save 
money, the types of accounts and about insurances.

They first started to teach us about how we should save and 
the types of ways the bank could help you save. Then they 
told us about life insurance, home insurance, and let us 
guess all the other type of insurances that Lloyds TSB deal 
with. They then moved on to tell us about how to manage 
our money and told us a bit about these children they are 
sponsoring for the Olympics.

It was very enjoyable and it was better than any normal 
lesson! 

Bethany Baker, 7H

Lloyds TSB in our Maths Lesson

H
E

A
D

L
I
N

E
S

.
.
.
.

by period 5 each day in order to earn 10% interest for that 
day.

A team of dedicated Purple Student Voice Reps met each 
day to check the money and add it to the spreadsheet 
containing the whole school’s earnings, which had been 
created and updated by members of Notley’s Year 10 
Young Enterprise company, Retro.

Prizes will be awarded in the end of year assembly for the 
Tutor Group in each Year Group who banked the most 
money, and also for the top three individuals in the school.

Being such a large school, it is not often during the year 
that all our students and staff are working on the same 

project together, but Money Week united the whole 
school community in enthusiasm about personal 
finance.  Economic Education is now a major part of 
the Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
(PSHEE) curriculum for KS3 and KS4, and to achieve 
economic wellbeing is a key outcome expected from 
the Every Child Matter Agenda.  Therefore this has 
been a week of activities which students and staff alike 
have enjoyed, but at the same time all students have 
benefitted in their own personal development.

Mr Martin Higgon
Organiser
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Masterchef 2009
This term we 
have held the 
semi-finals for 
the Braintree 
Masterchef 
Competition.  
Pupils from 
our primary 
feeder schools 
were invited to 
cook a healthy 
meal of their 
own design 
and one pupil 
in Year 5 and 
6 from each 
school, was 
then invited 
to cook for 
the judges at Notley.  Participants were: Jake Tyler and Francis Lewis form White 
Notley; Bethany Dennison from John Ray; Agatha Purvina, Fergus Wishart and 
Ryan Frost for Notley Green; Joshua Wadforth and James Little from Rayne; and 
Isobel Cooper and Imogen Hales from White Court.  

The Food Technology Department were amazed to see such a wide variety of 
food produced to an excellent standard.  The pupils were all very professional 
and clearly enjoyed the task.

Congratulations to the finalists Joshua Wadforth with his Chicken and Seafood 
Paella and Imogen Hales with Stuffed Mushrooms.  Heats also took place 
between our Year 7 and 8 pupils.  The winners were: Elise Horsham 7B and 
Sophia Rann 8Y.

They will now go through to the Grand Final on Saturday 27 June, against pupils 
from Tabor Science College and Alec Hunter.

Mrs Robb

 

Able and Talented Saturday 
Morning Masterclasses

On Saturday 13 June, Able and 
Talented pupils from Notley, Tabor 
Science College and Alec Hunter were 
invited to participate in our Saturday 
morning Masterclass sessions.  This 
term we had 5 courses running, which 
included an introduction to Journalism, 
Sports Science, Electronics, Drama and 
Food Technology.  Pupils experienced 
activities such as making pasta, 
producing a bike safety device and 
writing newspaper articles to a timed 
deadline.  I would like to say a big 
thank you to Mr Chapman, Miss Ede, 
Mr Trott, Mr Sutton and Miss Smith for 
giving their time to this very successful 
event.

Mrs Robb

Jazz Band in George Yard

On Wednesday 17, Jazz Band were invited to perform in George Yard.  Luckily the weather was on our side and we 
performed a mixed and varied repertoire for a very supportive audience.  I would like to take this opportunity to say a big 
thank you to all pupils that perform in the Jazz Band.  They have each worked very hard and this concert was a credit to 
each of them.  I’d also like to say a big thank you and farewell to our Year 11 students who perform with the band, you will 
be missed!

Mrs Robb
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If you are between 11-16 and want something to do for a 
few days in the summer holidays, get yourself and some 
mates down to Central Park in Chelmsford for a free fun 

filled young persons festival. 

Y Fest 2009 

For more info contact Craig Gough 
Phone:  01245 355677 
Email:  Yfest@hotmail.com 
                       Or craig.gough@chelmsfordymca.co.uk 
MySpace:  www.myspace.com/chelmsfordymca 
Facebook:  Search for Chelmsford YMCA 

Central Park 

Chelmsford 

18th, 19th, 20th 
August 

Cost:  FREE!!!! 

Time: 12pm - 5pm 

Tuesday 18th August - Battle of the Bands 
Wednesday 19th August - Showcase of young talent 
Thursday 20th August - Fun day activities for all tastes 
 

Football competition and DJ’s  
Every day 

Now taking bookings for Showcase of Young 
Talent on Wednesday 19th August 

Craig will be in school at lunchtime on  

1st July outside the library to answer any  

questions about Y Fest 2009 and talk to 

you if you are interested in being a  

performer or helping to run any of the day 
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Dates For Your Diary
Saturday 27 June

Stagecoach

Masterchef Finals at Tabor

Monday 29 June

SLC Creative Arts Workshop

6th Form Induction Day for students

Tuesday 30 June

School Sports Day

Wednesday 1 July

Reserve Sports Day

Thursday 2 July

Vocal Practice for 6th Form

Friday 3 July

Year 9 Specialist School Day (the Apprentice’s Den)

Braintree College Taster Day for Year 10

NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED  

NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED  

  
 
        
                                 

(Youth Action Panel) 
 

Open to anyone aged between 11 – 21 years  
@ 

CHICAGO ROCK CAFE, FREEPORT, BRAINTREE. 
 

FRIDAY 3RD JULY @ 4:30 PM. 
 

FREE soft drink for everyone attending. 
 

Come along and have your say about what YOU want in Braintree . . . together we 
can make things happen! 

 
For more info contact PCSO Willsher on 03003334444 ext 63320 

Saturday 4 July

Stagecoach

Monday 6 July

Year 9 Enterprise Day (½ Yeargroup)

Tuesday 7 July

History Normandy visit departs

Hairspray Performance

Year 9 Enterprise Day (½ Yeargroup)

Extra-curricular programme ends

Thursday 9 July

6th Form Informatio Evening 7 – 9 pm

Friday 10 July

Year10 History Normandy visit returns

Newsletter

Saturday 11 July

6th Form Inaugural Concert – Cantate

Stagecoach

  



Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 285 - 26 June 2009 Page 7

Year 7 Visit Castle Hedingham
Once again Year 7 appeared to enjoy their Humanities trips 
to Castle Hedingham. In all we took 218 children over the 
two days.  On the first visit our departure was delayed when 
the Ministry of Transport began conducting spot checks on 
school transport including the vehicles we had booked. Clearly 
fate was not on our side, as at the other end of the day the 
buses coming to collect us were caught up in a traffic queue 
caused by a serious accident at Gosfield. We are very grateful 
to Flagfinders who kindly sent replacements out to us via an 
alternative route.

Oliver Armstrong from 7E gives a pupil’s view of the visit 
made by Tutor Groups N.O.T.L. and E.  

It was Wednesday 10 June when the majority of Year 7 
from Notley High School enjoyed an action-packed day at 
Hedingham Castle. 

At ten o’clock, we all boarded the coaches which took us there 
in about half an hour. We were greeted by a medieval lady, 
who led us to outside the front of the castle where there were a 
group of other people dressed in medieval clothes. 

We were divided into small groups of about twenty and were 
taken to one of the many tents scattered around the castle on 
the green.  Inside were actors telling us who they were and 
information about the period that they lived in.  They showed 
us the utensils, weaponry and instruments that they used.  We 
were involved in a lot of their demonstrations and found them 
highly entertaining.  After about fifteen minutes, the Earl’s wife 
rang the bell to signal we needed to move to the next tent.  We 
had five sessions, and then we had lunch in the castle followed 
by another three sessions.

Next, we went into the village itself and studied the houses and 

buildings and saw how they differed in function from then to 
now.

We visited the local church dedicated to St. Nicholas.  Our RE 
teacher told us a bit about the church, and then our history 
teacher told us a scary tale about a witch called Meg who 
haunts Hedingham.

 Finally, we returned to the castle grounds and waited for our 
coaches.  We arrived back at the school at half past five.  We 
would all like to thank Mrs Hill for organising the wonderful 
day out, and all of the other helpful teachers who gave up their 
time to look after us. 

We thoroughly enjoyed the trip and look forward to another 
one like it.

Oliver Armstrong 7E

Year 9 Gifted and Talented English Workshop
On 18 May, we participated in a journalism workshop, where Anna Faro, a journalist from the 
Braintree and Witham Times, showed us how she extracts information to make her stories. We 
studied aspects such as open and closed questions, looking at newspapers from a journalist’s 
perspective. One trick she showed us was how to write in shorthand. We all found it weird and like 
reading a different language! 

Later on we did a role play, asking her questions and trying to get information about a certain 
assault case. Using the information we found, we wrote our stories in the style of a local 
newspaper. We emailed them to Anna, to get her feedback on how successful we are as journalists 
and what we need to improve on. 

Overall, we learnt more about the life of a journalist, and the ins and outs of writing in the style of 
a newspaper. We enjoyed ourselves and would definitely do it again.

By Laurelle Betts, David Hale, Marissa Scott, and Shaheen Ahmed (Year 9)
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The Friends of Notley High School would 
like to thank Mrs. Robb, the Jazz Band 
and Year 10 Prefects who helped us raise 
funds for the school last week.

The Band played superbly in George Yard Shopping Centre 
whilst the Prefects sold Grand Draw tickets to the shoppers 
and those who stopped to admire the music.

Thanks also to Mr. Williams for organizing the event for us. 

We made a grand total of £287.00 which is the most we 
have taken at this annual event for many years.

Thank you again to all those involved

Work Experience 2009
Just before the May half term break, all Year 10 pupils were 
given the opportunity of a 15 minute mock interview to 
help prepare them for the real work experience placement 
interview that they will have with their prospective employer. 

With guidance from Year 10 tutors, pupils ‘applied’ for 
a chosen work experience placement by submitting their 
CV, application form and covering letter for scrutiny by the 
interviewer before their interview day.

This exercise showed pupils how to put an application 
together, giving them invaluable experience for that time 
in the near future when they will need to apply for further 
education courses or training or employment.

A team of ten interviewers worked to a very busy schedule 
for a whole week to give well over 200 pupils a (fairly) 
formal one-to-one interview, followed by brief verbal 
feedback.  Pupils then evaluated their own performance 
and compared this with written comments given by each 
interviewer. 

All of the interviewers felt that the great majority of pupils 
had acquitted themselves very creditably and put forward 
practical advice on how they could make improvements for 
the future.

We are very grateful to the following people for giving up 
their valuable time to be interviewers and to share their 
expertise with our pupils;

Mrs A Comfort OBE Governor; Mrs A Hicks Governor; 
Mr D. Gask Governor; Mr T Parrott Governor; Mr M 
Pickering Governor; Ms S Kinder Connexions; Miss L Eaves 

In technology we discussed changing the homework 
structure for Year 7 giving them an independent project to 
work on for approx 8 homeworks.

The first project involved them finding a famous designer 
of their choice and completing a project on that designer.  

We have had several amazing projects handed in but one 
project in particular is very special.

Jake Turley 7L has got an apple Ipod Touch which he loves 
and so decided to do his project based upon its designer, 
John Ive.

After showing his project at school Jake sent his project 
along with a letter to John Ive.

A few weeks later Jake received a hand written letter all the 
way from America from John Ive himself.

It is amazing to know that famous designers take the time 
to read and respond to letters and it made me feel very 
proud.

I want to thank Jake for bringing in his letter and sharing it 
with the technology team

We are all very proud of him

Well done Jake

The Famous Designer…….

Connexions; Ms J Sjollema Connexions; Miss R Bonny 
Notley High; Major N Wilson Army Careers. 

Some fortunate pupils have already received their blue 
Trident agreement form which, when completed with the 
3 necessary signatures, secures their work experience 
placement in October with their employer.  As soon as they 
receive their blue form, pupils must contact their employer 
for an interview which may be held in school time.  Pupils 
must not contact the employer about their expected 
placement until they have received the blue form.  
After the successful interview, each pupil asks the employer 
to sign their blue form, organises the other 2 signatures at 
home and then returns it to Mrs. Salmon or Mr. Waring in 
school.  The sooner a completed blue form is returned, 
the quicker the placement is secured.

Friends Of Notley High School
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Friends Of Notley High 
School - 100 Club

Would you like to help raise money 
for the school, but you just don’t have 
the time?

The new FNHS 100 club is a really 
simple way for you (and family and 
friends) to get involved in some much 
needed fund raising for the school, 
as well as being in with the chance of 
winning a cash prize each month.

The new FNHS 100 Club will run 
annually from October to September. 
To become a member the cost will 
be just £12 per year (to be paid 
annually by cash/cheque).  Each 
member will be allocated a number 
and be entered into a monthly 
draw.  If your number is drawn, 50% 
of the total sum collected will be 
split between 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize 
winners.

The money taken each month will be 
distributed as follows;

50% to Friends of Notley High School

50% to the prize winners (25% - 1st 
prize, 15% - 2nd prize, 10%- 3rd 
prize).

If we were able to generate £1200 
per year for the school, it would 
continue to help us provide much 
needed resources, which are unable 
to be funded by the schools own 
budget.  Last year alone we donated 
over £6000, which enabled us to 
help a number of departments 
including Sports, Languages, 
Learning Support, Music, Maths, 
Technology   and The Environmental 
Group. 

Please remember when completing 
the application on the left, your 
child/children will benefit from your 
support. 

Thank you in advance – FNHS.

Full name of applicant _________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________    Tel. No.  __________________ 

Students Name        ___________________________    Student’s Class 
______________

Please allocate me  ____ number/s in the FNHS 100 Club (each number cost £12 for a 
year’s entry).  I enclose cash/cheque (made payable to The Friends of Notley High 
School)

for the use of FNHS 
receipt number ……………………. Ticket number …………………………….

Additional forms for family and friends! 

Full name of applicant       _________________________________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________    Tel. No.  __________________ 

Students Name       _____________________________ Students Class ______________ 

Please allocate me  ____ number/s in the FNHS 100 Club (each number cost £12 for a 
year’s entry).  I enclose cash/cheque (made payable to The Friends of Notley High 
School)

for the use of FNHS 
receipt number ……………………. Ticket number ……………………………. 

Full name of applicant       _________________________________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________    Tel. No.  __________________ 

Students Name        ____________________________   Students Class ______________ 

Please allocate me  ____ number/s in the FNHS 100 Club (each number cost £12 for a 
year’s entry).  I enclose cash/cheque (made payable to The Friends of Notley High 
School)

for the use of FNHS 
receipt number ……………………. Ticket number ……………………………. 

Music Department Instrumental Lessons
Instrumental tuition at Notley High is available to all students.  Application letters 
are available to print from the website or can be obtained from the school 
office.  Applications must be returned by 6 July.  
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Funding For New ICT Software

It is with great pleasure that we can announce the purchase 
and installation of a new suite of software for all KS3 
students’ ICT lessons from September.  This has been 
achieved through the generosity of two organisations who 
support the school – Tamdown and the Friends of Notley 
High School.

The ICT department has been able to order programs for 
Years 7, 8 and 9 students – the suite is called ‘ICT4life’.  
They are online courses which take students through units 
of work in the style of projects and cover all the industry-
standard Microsoft Office programs plus website, graphics 
and video applications.  Students will therefore develop 
time management, project management, problem-solving, 
communication and independent learning skills from Year 
7.  ‘ICT4life’ also gives students the opportunity to self- 

and peer-assess their work and progress over the three 
years, which will give them ownership and control over 
their learning.  This has shown to be very motivating, with 
students enjoying the ability to challenge themselves to 
move themselves onto the next level.

Students would not have ‘ICT4life’ without the kind 
donations from Tamdown and the Friends of Notley High 
School and it is with gratitude and appreciation that we 
thank both of these organisations for making this possible.  
The students will benefit greatly in KS3 ICT over the coming 
years.

Mrs J Smith

Senior Teacher

In our ICT class we have been working on a tuck shop 
project to do with our coursework. During the past 5 weeks 
we have sold food and drink to students in SLC to raise 
money towards a charity foundation “the RSPCA” Danaher 
Home Wethersfield which we later visited on 5 June 2009. 

There are many animals located in different areas around 
the charity centre, such as guinea pigs, cats, dogs, mice, 
birds, rabbits and gerbils. 

In total we managed to raise £33.77 and gave the cheque 
to the RSPCA foundation and received a certificate for our 
contribution with the money. 

Because the government do not support animal charities, 
RSPCA have to rely on people to raise money for them to 
keep their business running. Each year they have to pay 
£280,000 a year just to stay open. 

Did You Know Sign 

Mrs Hatchman holding a kitten 

Cheque for £33.77 and received certificate

Tuck Shop Project - ICT
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CHIPS
Around 90 Year ten students 
recently volunteered to become 
CHIPS (Childline in Partnership with 
Schools) peer mentors in Notley 
High School.  The twenty successful 
candidates after completing around 
8 hours training recently got the 
chance to go to the head Childline 
Office in London.  When everyone 
arrived at the station we caught the 
train and headed for London.

When we got to the offices, we 
carried out a variety of exercises to 
test listening and communication 
skills.  We also had examples of 
real life situations that we could 
face when being a CHIP.  The trip 
proved to be very successful in 
increasing the confidence of the 
team and giving the students a 

greater understanding of how Childline works - some students are even thinking about becoming counsellor at 
Childline themselves.  Of course the free digestive biscuits and orange juice was a big bonus too and not forgetting 
the awesome cow in the car park and the market shops afterwards.

We had a great day and I would like to say on behalf of all the CHIPS, a thank you to Mr Hardwick and Ms Seed.

By Zoe Webb, Year 10, and a CHIP

Carnegie Book Award 2009
Meet the “Braintree Bookworms!”

This year 20 students from Year 7 
were selected to take part in the 
Carnegie Shadow Reading Scheme.  

Seven titles were nominated for the 
prestigious Carnegie Book award.  
Over the last 7 weeks the group 
have been reading all the nominated 
titles.  They have met once a week 
to discuss and review the books.  
Our shadow group tried to predict 
which book would be awarded the 
Carnegie Medal for 2009.  Did we 
choose the winner? No! We didn’t 

last year! We couldn’t decide on a winning title this year, the closest we came to a favourite book was “The Knife of 
Never letting Go” by Patrick Ness.  The award for 2009 went to “Bog Child” by Siobhan Dowd.  You can find out 
more and read our group reviews by logging on to www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk and then select the shadowing 
site.  

Well done and congratulations to the following students who took part:

Katie Saunders 7N, James Cook 7O, Joanna Hall 7O, Declan McLaughlin 7T, Bethany Marsden 7T, Charlotte Kerrell 
7L, Nathan Sprawling 7L, Brad Farr 7E, Abi Gilfillan 7E, Olivia Hunter 7H, Bethany Baker 7H, Jack Wade 7S, 
Connor Wallace 7S, Louise Lazell 7B, Elise Horsham 7B, George Wyatt 7C, Charlotte Willett 7C.

All the Carnegie book titles will now be available in the Library.

Miss Arnold
Librarian
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01376 332193 
 

Wednesday 9.30 am – 11 am 
 

School term time only 
 

Jan Preston 
Home School Family Worker  

will be available to answer your call to support 
you and offer advice 

 
Lunchtime Drop-in Session 

With Jan Preston and PC Anna Collins 
Wednesday lunchtimes in G24  


