
Notley High School

NEWSLETTER
Issue 290: 23 October 2009  www.notleyhigh.com

In Brief...
H

E
A

D
L

I
N

E
S

.
.
.
.
.
.

H
E

A
D

L
I
N

E
S

.
.
.
.
.
.

H
E

A
D

L
I
N

E
S

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should be 
called on a daily basis to report 
your child late or sick.

    Photographs
Your son/daughter should have 
already brought home their proofs 
for the photos taken on 6 October.  
They should also have brought home 
a sheet with instructions for placing 
orders.  If you have not received your 
family proof, or need the letter please 
ask your child to collect it from the 
office.

All orders MUST be returned by 6 
November 2009 otherwise there will 
be a surcharge and delivery will not be 
guaranteed to be before Christmas.

Thank you

Last night we held the second Open Evening at the school for the new Braintree Sixth 
Form.  This was the first opportunity for us to hold an Open Evening in our new Sixth 
Form Centre.  The evening was very well attended by students, parents and staff from 
Notley, our three partner schools:  Tabor Science College, Alec Hunter Humanities 
College and Honywood Community Science School and various other schools in the 
area.  It was clear that there was a high level of interest in the Sixth Form from students 
and parents across the all schools.  We look forward to our discussions with Year 11 
students and their parents during the application period.  

I would like to thank Mr Fox, Mrs Stubbs and Miss Campbell for their excellent co-
ordination of our Sixth Form Open Evening and also all the staff who contributed to 
making the event such a success.

Our Sixth Form prospectus for September 2010 is now available from the school and 
if you require a copy of this or any further information about the Sixth Form please use 
the contact details given below.  

Braintree Sixth Form
Notley Road
Braintree
Essex
CM7 1WY
Telephone: 01376 556353

Website: braintreesixthform.com         E-mail: enquiries@braintreesixthform.com

Key Stage 3 Awards Evening
Our annual Key Stage 3 Awards Evening will be held at the school on Thursday 12 
November at 7.30pm. The evening is an opportunity for public celebration of the 
achievements of our Key Stage 3 students during the last academic year and a wide 
range of prizes and certificates will be presented. I hope that many parents of students 
receiving awards will be able to attend this important evening.

Half Term
I would like to thank all staff, parents and students for their support during this half 
term and wish everyone a restful break.  School re-opens as normal on Monday 2 
November 2009.

Braintree Sixth Form 
Open Evening

Essex Police News
On Tuesday October 27, 2009, neighbourhood policing officers in Braintree will be 
offering practical advice to the public on securing their bikes.

The team will be setting up a stall outside Tescos, Great Notley, from 10am-3pm, 
and everyone is welcome to attend. In addition to providing safety tips, officers will be 
able to security-mark any bikes which members of the public bring along.

PCSO Aaron Tansley said: “The event is taking place during half-term, so we hope all 
the family bring their bikes along. We want to educate people of all ages on bicycle 
safety and let them know how to make it harder for thieves to steal their bikes. We’ll 
also be providing a free bike post-coding service which enables us to identify owners 
of lost or stolen bikes if we recover them.

”It’s a great opportunity for people to come along and meet their neighbourhood 
policing team, including the local Braintree District Council community warden, and 
receive general safety tips.” 
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How To Work Independently In MFL

Key Stage Three
In recent years the MFL department has invested in a number of interactive resources designed to facilitate independent learning. 

Online Resources

www.linguascope.com

Ask teacher for username and password

BEGINNER/ELEMENTARY SECTIONS

Linguascope is a fun and interactive website that covers French, Spanish and a 
variety of other languages.

Students can play games, practice pronunciation via audio clips and broaden 
their vocabulary by tuning into French and Spanish radio and television.

metro.notleyhigh.com

Please note that you will be prompted twice 
for the username and password 

Metro Electro provides a variety of resources that complement French work done 
in class.

Students are able to practice reading, listening, writing and speaking skills at 
home

PUPIL ENTRY CODES FOR metro.notleyhigh.com

User Names Relevant to Password

pupil7 Year 7 French password

pupil8r Year 8 French (Sets 1&2) password

pupil8v Year 8 French (Sets 3&4) password

pupil9r Year 9 French (Sets 1&2) password

Pupil9v Year 9 French (Set 3) password

You may remember contributing towards the cost of a language workbook (or ‘Whitebook’) in each of the languages studied by 
your child. 

Encourage your child to participate in class

Just like a baby learning their mother tongue, students begin 
to learn new languages by pronouncing key letter sounds and 
simple words/phrases. Students benefit enormously, therefore, 
by readily engaging in the spoken aspect of lessons. The 
more a child speaks in a lesson, the more they improve their 
pronunciation.

Discuss your child’s targets

Key Stage Three students will shortly be completing two of 
the eight formal assessments that they will complete this year. 
One task will be completed in class and another completed at 
home. Once these have been marked, your child will be issued 
with a ‘Target Tracker Sheet’. In this document, they record the 
levels they have been awarded, reflect on their performance 
and set targets to enable them to improve, guided by their 
teacher.

Encourage your child to engage in Extra Curricular Activities 
relating to languages

The department runs a whole range of Extra Curricular 
Activities, all of which are designed to enhance your child’s 
learning experience and maximise their exposure to the 

Ways To Support My Child In Learning A Modern Foreign Language (and a Frequently 
Asked Question!)

language they are studying. Please see the article detailing 
what is available.

Encourage your child to work beyond the classroom

The department has rich bank of fun and interactive resources 
that students can use to complement and extend work done 
in class, for full details of what is available, please see the 
attached article on independent learning.

AND FINALLY...

My child’s levels seem lower in Modern Languages compared 
with other subjects. Does this mean he/she is not very good?

Although the teaching of Modern Foreign Languages at 
primary school is increasing in both quality and depth, it is 
still true that languages (particularly Spanish) are entirely new 
experiences for the majority of students when they arrive at 
secondary school. This means that students start at National 
Curriculum Level One, unlike in other subjects, where they 
already have some grounding. Students progress quickly, and 
often match their attainment in other subjects when they reach 
the end of Year Nine. The most able will reach Level 4 by the 
end of Year Seven, Level 5 in Year 8 and Level 6+ by the end 
of Year Nine. So don’t panic!

Language Workbooks: A New Policy For Independent Learning
This year we would like to encourage all students to complete 
as much independent work out of these books as possible. 
They are an excellent resource and fully complement the 
Units of Study delivered by the department. There is however 
one small rule: students must not complete any work from 
the booklet until the teacher has covered the particular topic/
unit of work. This is to ensure that students do not start 

mispronouncing words having ‘read’ them at home, and to 
allow teachers to use relevant sections of the book as in-class 
activities/homework if they feel it is appropriate.

Teachers will happily reward and congratulate any student who 
presents additional work completed at home.
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How to Work Independently in MFL

Key Stage Four
General
www.linguascope.com

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Ask teacher for username and 
password 

This is the home of ‘Linguastars’: a dedicated website for students of GCSE 
Languages. Students can practice all the topics of the GCSE in all four skills, as well as 
picking up extra vocabulary through French/Spanish TV and film

www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize

www.studyspanish.com

Boost grades with a range of exam style questions relating to GCSE Languages.

Excellent website providing clarification of key grammatical points

 
LISTENING Students can request a listening pack from the MFL department and log-on to NELT to obtain the audio 

recordings required to complete the exercises. There are a range of exercises for differing levels of ability.

Students can also revise all vocabulary learnt in class, and learn new vocab from the vocabulary pack available 
in the MFL of the VLE.

READING Students can request a reading pack from the MFL department. There are a range of exercises designed to help 
build vocabulary.

WRITING Students can access a range of writing tasks on www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize/

SPEAKING Speaking – Year 11 students can log on to the NELT and access the full range of possible speaking questions, 
recorded by members of the languages department.

Students also benefit from tailored individual/small group tuition from our Spanish and French Language Assistants, Juanjo de 
Gea (Spanish) and Tabara Sow (French). Students are free to approach both Juanjo and Tabara should they require any extra 

help.

MFL Extra Curricular Programme at Notley High
The MFL department at Notley High School also organises 
an extensive range of extra-curricular trips and activities. On 
October 7th 160 students enjoyed ‘La Chambre de Jean Paul’: 
a French play performed by Onatti, a visiting theatre company. 
Onatti will be returning to the school in December for a 
Spanish play…so watch this space.

Towards the end of last year, Notley took its largest ever 
contingent to the finals of the ‘Have Your Say Languages’ 
Competition, organised by the Association of Language 
Learning. The school was delighted when Grace Hatchmann 
and Jemma Reynolds were crowned overall winners of the Year 
Eight French Category. 

We are also delighted to announce that in March 2010, 22 
Notley students will welcome visitors from Collège Pablo 
Picasso, our partner school in Toulouse, France. I am sure the 
students are also looking forward to their return visit to France 
in May!

The ASSET language programme has once again proven 
popular this year. The ASSET language programme provides 
Key Stage Four students with the opportunity to gain 
recognised qualifications in languages they already know and 
to start learning new ones. For more information please see 
the MFL section of the Notley Website.

Plans are also being putting place for a Spanish trip to 
Barcelona in November 2010, and another surprise overseas 
trip that will soon be announced…watch this space!

This is just a small sample of the extra curricular activities 
organised by staff in the department – the table on Page 4  
should provide a better overview. 
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MFL Extra Curricular Programme at Notley High - continued

Key Stage Three Key Stage Four Key Stage Five
Have Your Say Languages 
Competition (March/April)

French (October)/Spanish 
(December) play

Spanish Theatre Club

French Exchange/Spanish Trip

Have Your Say Languages Competition (March/
April)

French (October)/Spanish (December) play

GCSE Revision Days/Sessions

ASSET Languages

French Exchange/Spanish Trip

French Film and Theatre Club

Spanish Trip

PARENT FOCUS GROUP

The MFL department at Notley High is looking for parents to join a new focus group aimed at improving the way the 
MFL Department communicates with parents. The department is also keen to incorporate the views of parents into its 
decision-making processes, and to increase parental understanding of the work it does. If you feel able to contribute, 
please contact tom.baster@notleyhigh.com

Visits to the department are always welcome.

Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 3 November
Braintree College Open Event

Wednesday 4 November
Braintree College Open Event

Thursday 5 November
Year 11 GCSE Maths module exams

Karate

Saturday 7 November
Stagecoach

Tuesday 10 November 
Year 11 GCSE Maths module exams

Thursday 12 November
KS3 Awards Evening – 7 pm

Karate

Friday 13 November
Year 9 Progress Check home

Newsletter

Year 7 Disco – 7 pm

Saturday 14 November
Stagecoach 

TANGO Workshops at Tabor

Colchester Institute Open Event – 1 pm
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23 October 2009

Dear Parents/Carers

The school is now half way through the third term since we introduced ‘Trust-E’, our cashless catering programme.

Despite initial problems with the operation, some of which we have only recently resolved, it has been a great 
success.

We were inspected recently by County auditors and they have highlighted one issue that has to be acted upon 
immediately.

It would appear that some accounts are not being kept in sufficient credit and when students obtain their chosen 
meal, they do not have enough funds to pay for it.  The school has allowed a one day credit so that we ensure they 
have a meal, but the auditors have indicated that we should not do this.

Please note that from our return to school on 2 November 2009, we will not be able to extend credit to any account 
and you should ensure that funds are available in advance of expenditure.  It is recommended that you allow 24 
hours for payments to be credited and we cannot guarantee clearance if you pay in on the same day that you 
require a meal.

We would remind parents that you can nominate spending limits for your children so that you are assured the funds 
do not all go out in one day. This can be accomplished through your account on Parent Pay or in writing to the 
Catering Manager nicola.thurman@notleyhigh.com at the school.  Spending limits can be set per session for 
breakfast/break/lunch.

If you have any questions about these arrangements, please address them to Mr Hopkins (Bursar), Mrs Revell 
(Finance Officer) or Mrs Thurman (Catering Manager). 

Yours sincerely

L Hopkins

Bursar
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Year 8 Happy  Puzzle Day

PE Fixtures
Mon 19 October  Year 7 Netball v CCHS (away)

Tues 20 October             Year 9 Rugby v Robert Clack (away)

Weds 21 October            Year 12 Netball v Coopers (away)

Thurs 22 October           Year 7 & 8 Football & Year 7 Netball v Stansted Mounfichet (away)

                                       Year 11 Netball Cup Game v Colchester (home)

Year 8 Happy Puzzle Day
On Thursday 8 October, Year 8 took part in the Happy 
Puzzle Day.  This is held each year when all of Year 8 
Tutor Groups go to the Library at different times through 
the day to join in.

There were lots of different puzzles laid out on the 
tables and they all had different challenges aimed at 
different skills like thinking skills, team building skills 
and communication skills and also 3D hands-on puzzle 
tasks, which we had to complete in teams.

One of the puzzles was ‘balancing a penguin on an 
iceberg’ which helped with balance.  Another puzzle was 
one where we had to create different loops of colour 
from octagonal pieces of jigsaw.  

Most challenges lasted for just a few minutes and some 
were more challenging than others but each team had 
to work together to help to find a solution.  

We would like to thank Mrs Park for organising a great 
day.

Ella Perkins 8Y


