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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should be 
called on a daily basis to report 
your child late or sick.

    

   

FNHS 100 Club Draw
The first draw has been made 
for the FNHS 100 Club and the 
winner was Mrs Elizabeth Buckley, 
congratulations.

FNHS Meeting
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 
13 Jan at 7.30 pm. 

New members are always 
welcome.

Pudsey Bear Campaign
The school took part in raising money for this annual, national appeal on 
Friday 20 November.  Most of the money raised was achieved through the 
non-uniform day when students and staff paid £1 for the privilege of coming 
to school in their normal clothes.  However, staff and students from around 
the school also staged different events to raise even more funds.

So far £1,655.49 has been raised for Children in Need 2009 which is a 
brilliant achievement, but there is still money to come in from Tutor Groups 
who raised money by running raffles, games, selling cakes and Pudsey Bear 
biscuits.  Thank you to our Year 7 students and staff for raising £529.61 as a 
Year Group, and thanks also to the Sixth Form students for raising £103.47.

Sincere thanks go to all students, parents and staff who worked hard for the 
day.  

Our Carol Service will be held on Wednesday 9 December 2009 at 7.30 
pm in the Sixth Form Theatre.  As well as being an early celebration of 
Christmas, the Carol Service is one of the musical high points of the year.  
The instrumental and choir items will include both traditional and modern 
pieces.  Our readings will follow a similar pattern as we listen to both biblical 
passages and writings on Christmas from a contemporary perspective.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to invite all parents and friends to our 
celebration of Christmas.  I look forward to seeing many of you there.

End of Term
The autumn term will end at 2.00 pm on Thursday 17 December 2009.  
Buses and taxis have been ordered for this time.

Carol Service

Advice From Essex Police
We have been advised by Essex Police that pupils should not walk 
to and from school on their own.  Please ask your child to walk in 
pairs or small groups.
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Beat Bullying
On Thursday 19 November I had the pleasure to take 
Pip Roberts 7N, Brooke Knight 7Y, Luke Fleming 7S and 
Alexander McIntyre 7B to a beat bulling conference 
hosted by the Essex Youth Assembly at Towerlands, 
Braintree.  The four students were great ambassadors 
for the school and a credit to themselves.

The Essex Youth Assembly held the conference to get 
young people’s feedback on how to deal with bullying 
and what support is needed.  Our students got the 
chance to listen to some really inspirational speakers 
and to take part in some workshops in the afternoon.  
They also provided valuable input which will be used to 
help others who may encounter bullying.

The students had a great day and were really impressed 
with how well everything was organised.  They are 
planning to feedback to the rest of the school in 
assemblies and also set up a club to help others – so 
watch this space!

Miss Bonny

Completing one of the many challenges 
throughout the day

In the drama workshop the students had to pose 
as bullies

At the end of the day we all released a balloon with 
a message on

Notley High School 
and

 Braintree Sixth Form
Christmas Concert

Wednesday 9 December 2009
7.30 pm

in the
Braintree Sixth Form Theatre

for ticket information please 
contact Mrs Thomson at helen.

thomson@notleyhigh.com

‘Medium Rare’ Wins Battle Of The Bands
Congratulation to Dustin Price, Tom Wood, Tim Tokely, 
Ben Rawlings and Damian Mayo, Year 10 and 11 
pupils who won first prize at the Tabor Science College 
‘Battle of the Bands on Wednesday 25 November.  
The boys have won a recording studio session and 
cd at Towerlands!  Well done to the boys and their 
band ‘Medium Rare’ (no pun intended) on a fantastic 
achievement.  A full article will follow in the next 
newsletter.
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We are pleased to announce that 
this month’s winner of the prestigious 
Jack Petchey Achievement Award is 
Charly Hutchinson of 11H.  Charly is a 
member of the Army Cadet Force here 
in Braintree and as part of a 150 year 
celebration, the Force is sending 60 

people from the UK to go to the Kingdom of Lesotho in 
South Africa.  Charly is one of the 60 taking part; one of 
three from Essex chosen from two hundred applicants.

While Charly will be in Lesotho she will be going into 
communities to work with elder people to maintain their 
gardens and work with younger people teach them how 
to grow crops for food.  These will help them become 
self-sufficient and not have to rely on charities to support 
them.  Charly will also spend time on an expedition for 
a personal challenge, which could be one of walking 
through the desert, climbing a mountain or canoeing 
down a main African river.  She will take part in a 4-day 
activity in Wales during April to assess which challenge 
she will be most suited to.  

Charly has to fundraise £1,500 herself for the 3-week 
trip to Lesotho, the other £2,000 being provided by the 
Army Cadet Force.  So far Charly has raised £500 and 

Charly (third left) and her friends during a non-uniform 
day, when they raised £200 towards the trip

Prince Harry with children in Lesotho

(Printed with kind permission of www.sentebale.org)

Jack Petchey Achievement Award – November Winner
is awaiting payment from sponsors for the remaining 
£1,000.  While Charly is in Lesotho she will be working 
for the Sentebale Fund which was founded by Prince 
Harry and Lesotho’s Prince Seeiso to help the forgotten 
victims of poverty and of the HIV/Aids epidemic ravaging 
this kingdom.  The Army Cadet Force is hoping to 
take out sports equipment, musical instruments and 
gardening tools.  The trip actually takes place in July 
2010.

During the non-uniform day in October, Charly and 
some of her friends dressed up as fairies to raise money 
towards her trip, when they raised £200 at school.  
Charly will be donating her £200 cheque from the Jack 
Petchey Foundation to the Sentebale Fund to enable 
them to provide further much needed items for villagers.  
We wish Charly much success in her venture next year 
and congratulate her on her achievement in raising the 
funds to go to Lesotho.

Mrs J Smith
Senior Teacher

Free Maps for Year 7s
As part of an ongoing annual scheme run by 
Ordnance Survey, Year 7 pupils have received a free 
1:25 000 Explorer Map of Braintree and Saffron Walden.  The scheme was launched 
in 2002 in order to improve access to maps for Key Stage 3 pupils allowing them to 
develop their map skills.  Each year, approximately 700 000 maps are distributed 
through schools.

Year 7 pupils are currently studying ‘Mapskills’ in their Geography lessons.  They 
will be encouraged to use their OS maps at home along with the ‘Map reading 
made easy peasy’ leaflets.  Pupils can also access the ‘Mapzone’ section of the 
Ordnance Survey website at  http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone 
in order to develop their skills.
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Dear Parent

The Friends of Notley High School would like to invite you to 
our annual Quiz Night to be held on Saturday 23rd January 
2010 at 7.30 p.m.

The evening is great fun for everyone with prizes for the 
winning team and a consolation prize for the most challenged 
team! The price includes a fish and chip supper (vegetarian 
option available). A raffle will also be held, so you never know 
your luck!

All the money raised is donated to the school for essential equipment that the students 
need, so why not come along and support us!

Please find enclosed an application form to complete and return to school.

See you there!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name ………………………………………………………...................................................……………

Child’s Name ……………………………………..     Tutor Group ………………….. (So tickets 
can be sent via your child – alternatively please provide an address):

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Please send ……………………………….. Tickets for the FNHS Quiz Night on Saturday, 
23rd January 2010 at a cost of £7.50 per head. (Max 8 per team)

Fish and chips – number required…………………

Vegetarian - Number required ……………………

I enclose a cheque (made payable to the Friends of Notley High School) for:

£……………………     

Team Name (can be decided on the night) 
…………………………………………………………………

Contact Telephone Number ……………………………………
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Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 1 December

Braintree Sixth Form applications round 1 closes

Thursday 3 December 

Year 10 Consultation Evening 5 – 8.30 pm

Karate

Saturday 5 December

Stagecoach

TANGO Workshop – at Alec Hunter

Thursday 10 December

KS4 Presentation Evening – 7 pm

Karate

Friday 11 December

Newsletter

Year 9 Disco – 7 pm

Saturday 12 December

Stagecoach

Monday 14 December

Extra-Curricular programme ends

Wednesday 16 December

Year 11 Mock Grade sheet home

Thursday 17 December

School ends at 2 pm

Karate

Monday 4 January 2010

Return to school

Operation Christmas Child
The pupils of 9E co-ordinated the collection of shoeboxes 
for Samaritan’s Purse ‘Operation Christmas Child’.  This 
is a project which has been running for 19 years in 
conjunction with local churches and charities.  Last year, 
over 1.2 million shoeboxes packed full of gifts and goodies 
were sent to children in disadvantaged situations by people 
in the UK.  

Following an appeal in assembly, Year 9 pupils were 
encouraged to wrap a shoebox with Christmas paper 
and then fill it with gifts such as toys, educational supplies 
and hygiene items amongst other things.  The boxes are 
destined for children in parts of Eastern Europe, Africa and 
Central Asia.  The boxes were delivered to a collection 
point last week.  9E would like to thank everyone for their 
donations.

Dan Goddard and Grace Hatchman are pictured with a 
selection of some of the shoeboxes

Scholastic Christmas Book Fair – 2nd to 9th December 2009 Notley High School Library
We’re having a Christmas Book Fair at our school and we’d love you to come along! 

Whether you like horror or humour, the hottest bestsellers or books about cars and football, we’ve got something for you! 
Books start from only £1.99 each! And it’s all for a great cause – we 
get up to 60% of any money you spend back in FREE books for our 
school.  So for every book you buy, you’re helping us to get a great new 
library selection too. Books on offer include “Diary of a Wimpy Kid - The 
Last Straw”, “The Fabulous Girls Book”, “Skulduggery Pleasant-The 
Faceless One”, “Season of Secrets” and many more. Many titles have 
fantastic discounts, up to 70% off the recommended price! 

Make a date in your diary and come and take a look!

Mrs Osborn & Mrs Simpkins
Notley High School Library
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Your Ref: Robert Overall 
Executive Director for Environment, 
Sustainability and
Highways 

Julie Martyn 
Area Highway Manager, Mid Essex 
2 New Dukes Way 
CHELMSFORD 
CM2  6PS

Our Ref: MI0910/Br/ JD  
Date:  24 November 2009

The Owner/ Resident,
Witham Road, 
Black Notley 
Essex

Dear Sir/Madam 

WITHAM ROAD, BLACK NOTLEY and WITHAM ROAD FAULKBOURNE – CARRIAGEWAY RESURFACING.  
    
It is necessary for me to advise residents that contractors working on behalf of Essex County Council will soon be 
undertaking the resurfacing of two sections of Witham Road:- 

1. Mary Ruck Way to Hatchcroft House, Black Notley   
2. Faulkbourne bends, in the vicinity of Oak Farm, Faulkbourne.

Weather and other factors permitting the work will commence on Monday 14th December 2009, and is expected to 
last 4 days. The work will be undertaken during the normal working week between 07.00 to 17.00hrs. 

Due to the narrow width of carriageway and for the work to be undertaken in safety, each section will be closed in 
turn to all traffic, with the exception of access for any emergency vehicles. Initially, on Monday 14th the section of 
road south of White Notley will be repaired. All being well that work should be completed by lunchtime, and the 
road re-opened. Operations will then commence on the longer section at Black Notley, again under a full road 
closure. Vehicle passage to/from properties will depend upon the position of the operational plant at any point in 
time, and drivers will be directed by the contractor’s traffic management operatives accordingly. Drivers should 
anticipate that there are likely to be delays to journeys during the working day, particularly if access/egress requires 
travelling around either of the available diversion routes. 

It is also important to note that if/when permission to drive through the site is given, operatives will be working in 
the road, and operating large items of plant. For safety vehicle speeds must therefore be kept below 10mph. 

Please also be aware that after the new surface has been laid across driveways and junctions, it will not be 
possible to drive on it, until it has cooled sufficiently. Dependent on conditions, this can take between 1-2 hours. In 
view of these likely restrictions I would therefore respectfully suggest that if you anticipate using a vehicle, the 
traffic management operatives will be able to advise you how best to minimise any potential delay. 

Finally, please accept my sincere apologies for any inconvenience caused by this necessary work. For your further 
information I have appended some general resurfacing guidance notes to this letter. If you have any concerns or 
queries please contact Peter Bowden or John Denegri on the number indicated below. 

Yours faithfully 

Peter Bowden 
Maintenance Initiative Manager

Please reply to:  P. Bowden / John Denegri 
Telephone:  01245 240031  Fax:  01245 240028 
Internet: www.essexcc.gov.uk
Email: highways.midarea@essexcc.gov.uk 
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Battlefields Trips 2009
No, on reflection maybe planning the first of this year’s trips 
to the Battlefields of Belgium for Friday 13th was not the best 
idea, especially having decided to cut costs by making the 
arrangements ourselves rather than through a school’s travel 
operator. Many children were keen to tell me that some 
unforeseen disaster was bound to befall! However, in the event 
both trips went smoothly, we had more time at all the sites and 
the service provided by the local coach company Wicks, was 
excellent.

The trips took place as Year 9 began work on History projects 
(see page 9) for which the theme is ‘A soldier’s Life’. Guidance 
notes on the project are included in the newsletter. When 
marking we look for an in depth, detailed explanation and 
understanding of what it was like to be a British soldier in 
World War One. The work is levelled and also judged to find 
the best across the Year Group. This year we have asked 
pupils who participated in the trips to explicitly include some of 
the knowledge and experiences gained from their visit to the 
Ypres area.

Initial reflections on their visits include “Seeing the trenches 
really made you realise how hard life was…. Visiting the 
graves was upsetting because it really hit home. It was one of 
the best school trips I have been on. I would really recommend 
it.” Lucy Nicholson-Gates.

“Going to Belgium was fun. We had a good time. When we 
were in the cemetery it was so sad because I imagined that 
all the gravestones were the soldiers that fought in World War 
One and there were so many of them I almost cried.” (anon.)

“The British cemetery is very hard hitting and causes many 
emotions.” Justin Hambrook.

“I learnt how a soldier would have lived and how fighting 
conditions were difficult. My favourite bit of the day was 
looking at and exploring the trenches.” Paige Chapman.

Our day ended with time in the town of Ypres and after 
visiting the Menin Gate with its rather sobering list of 54,896 
dead, there was time for a little shopping. Local shop keepers 
welcomed us with some special deals and many pupils took 
the opportunity to buy gifts for parents, either for Christmas or 
as a thank you allowing them to go on the trip.

We were back at school right on time on both days and I am 
sure that on both Friday nights pupils, parents, who had been 
up early the morning before bringing pupils in to school for 
our 4am departure, and certainly the staff, slept very well!
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For use from November 2009 

What was it like to live and fight in the trenches on the Western Front during WW1? 
 
Introduction 
 
You are going to produce a project about what it was like to live and fight in the trenches on the Western Front during 
the First World War. 
 
In addition to carrying out your own research, you must draw on what you learned from the Khaki on Campaign 
presentation, and the trip to Ypres (if you went).  You will be given time in lessons and for homework to research and 
produce your project. 
 
All of year 9 will be working on this project this term.  Your teacher will decide on the best projects produced in terms 
of content and presentation.  A letter will go home to the students that your teacher feels have tried especially hard, 
and prizes will be awarded to the best projects in the year. 
 
 
What you need to include 
 
You need to… 

1. Stick to strict research practices: 
a. Include a bibliography at the end of the project (a list of the books, websites and films/documentaries 

you used). 
b. Avoid plagiarism (work must be in your own words, anything which is a direct copy should be in 

quotation marks and the source should mentioned in the text). 
c. You must produce your own project.  You may not work in pairs on the same project as it is an 

assessment. 
2. Produce work appropriate for the amount of time spent on it. 
3. Include: 

a. A section on the life of a soldier on the Western Front, in particular in the Ypres area, including 
information from the Khaki on Campaign talk you attended.  Examples of things to cover include 
rats, mud, food, the wet, cold, uniforms, constant bombing. 

b. A section linked to the trip, for example: 
i. Travel guide entry for a tourist visiting Ypres to find out about the WW1 history of the area; 
ii. A poem or letter home which could have been written by a British soldier serving in Ypres; 
iii. Research on a soldier(s) who served in the Ypres area; 
iv. An annotated map of the Ypres area with details of what happened in specific places marked 

on it; 
v. Annotated photos you took on the trip with notes of what happened at each site. (Could be 

combined with i. or iv., above); 
vi. A model replica of the Yorkshire Trench or the trenches at Sanctuary Wood with a written 

guide explaining it. 
vii. A holiday review of the trip for a website such as www.tripadvisor.co.uk 

c. A section on the fighting in Ypres (you could include information from Khaki on Campaign). 
Examples of things you could include are: 

i. Going over the top;  
ii. Night patrols/raiding parties; 
iii. Machine guns/barbed wire/trench systems; 
iv. Weapons of WW1; 
v. New technology – planes, gas, tanks. 

d. A range of content, for example pictures, maps, informative writing, empathetic writing (e.g. 
historically accurate interviews or diary entries), poems – which have been analysed for what they tell 
us about living or fighting in WW1. 

 
Examples of past projects – please also see the markscheme! 

1. A written project. 
2. An historically accurate diary from the point of view of a British soldier stationed in Ypres. 
3. A piece of display work. 
4. A museum exhibition – a model of Ypres or trenches in the Ypres area with a display or written/typed notes, 

diagrams etc. to explain it. 
5. A documentary with a written script (this will have to be recorded in your own time). 
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