
Our annual Key Stage 4 Presentation Evening was held on Thursday 10 December 
2009 where we had an opportunity to celebrate the success of last year’s Year 
11 students in their GCSE examinations and the success of our current Year 11 
students during their time in Year 10.  

We were delighted that Mr Terry Reynolds, Director of Learning for Essex County 
Council, attended the evening as our guest speaker.  In his speech Mr Reynolds 
encouraged all our students to make the most of their educational opportunities 
and to strive for success in their future lives and careers.  It was a great pleasure 
to see so many current and former students and their parents at the evening and I 
would like to thank Mrs Marshall, Mrs Moss and Mrs Halls who did a splendid job 
of co-ordinating the event and also Mr Rowe, Mr Pickard and the caretakers for 
their help on the day. We wish all our former students every success in the future.

Christmas Celebration
On Wednesday of last week our Christmas Concert was held in the Sixth Form 
Theatre.  Students from both the school and the Sixth Form took part.  I was, 
once again, impressed by the high standards achieved by all the instrumentalists, 
singers and readers.  Successful events such as our Carol Service only occur after 
many weeks of hard work and focused concentration at rehearsals.  It was very 
pleasing to see the continued rise in the standards of musical performance and 
the rising numbers of students participating in the Carol Service. 

The evening provides an opportunity to escape for a brief moment from all our 
frantic Christmas preparations and busy end of term.  We are able to reflect 
through words and music on the true meaning of Christmas.  Several of our 
students and staff contributed readings pertinent to the Christmas message.  I 
would wish to thank Mr Williams and Miss Smith who organised and rehearsed 
the student readers, all of whom read exceptionally well; Mrs Hanna, Mrs Robb 
and Mr Harris for their hard work and commitment to musical excellence at 
Notley; the Friends of Notley High School who served refreshments for both of 
these events and Rev Mason from St Michael’s Church who joined us and led our 
prayers at the Christmas Concert. 

End of Term
As is customary, the term will end at 2.00 pm on Thursday 17 December 2009.  
Buses and taxis have been ordered for this time.  

Start of Spring Term 2010
School will open for the spring term 2010 at the usual time on Monday 4 
January 2010.  
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FNHS Meeting
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 
13 Jan at 7.30 pm. 

New members are always 
welcome.

Merry Christmas 

and

 Happy New Year 

Presentation 
Evening
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Science Master Class
As part of our Technology Specialism we hold Master classes for students from 
other schools.  This is really beneficial for those students, especially primary 
school students as they do not have access to the specialist equipment and staff 
that we are lucky to have here at Notley High.  The most recent Mater class was 
held on Tuesday 17 November and was attended by Year 6 pupils from all of 
our feeder schools.  The pupils enthusiastically used data-loggers, which have 
been purposely bought for use with primary schools, to measure the effect of 
concentration on rate of reaction. The session was summed up with a quiz on the 
interactive Qwizdom handsets. All pupils enjoyed the challenge of a demanding 
practical and fun was had by all. This was the first Year 6 Science Master class 
this year, a feature that ran regularly last year. A special thanks to Mrs Simpson 
for her preparation and assistance.

Mr Woodward.

Fundraising Update

We now have the grand total everyone 
raised for this year’s BBC Children 
in Need appeal.  You can all be very 
proud of yourselves as £1,805.74 has 
been sent to the charity.  This is the 
largest amount we have ever raised for 

this appeal.  So congratulations to all students, staff and parents who made this possible.  This is a quote from the BBC 
Children in Need website:  “As a result of the tremendous support we receive from supporters across the UK, we’re able 
to continue to fund fantastic projects which aim to help make positive changes to the lives of disadvantaged children and 
young people right here in the UK”.  So far just over £20 million has been raised nationally and Notley High School and 
the Braintree Sixth Form Centre have made a great contribution towards it.  Thank you to everyone concerned – we’ve 
certainly set ourselves a target to beat next year!

We have also just been informed that £111.71 was collected from the sales of The Royal British 
Legion’s red poppies sold in school during November.  Just over £25 million has been raised 
throughout the country to support the work of the UK’s leading charity providing financial, social and 
emotional support to millions who have served or are currently serving in the Armed Forces, and their 
dependants.  Money raised through the Poppy Fund includes providing funds in a temporary crisis, 
such as homelessness, or assisting with loans for property repairs.  A major part of their welfare work 
is to provide short and long-term care for ex-Service people and their dependants in their seven Poppy 
Homes around the country. There are also four Poppy Break Centres for those recovering from an 

illness or bereavement, located in some of the country’s most popular, traditional seaside resorts.  Thank you to everyone 
who donated towards their poppy and to the Prefects who visited tutor groups in order to sell them.

Mrs J Smith
Senior Teacher
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Visiting Bradbury House Elderly People’s 
Home
In order to deliver our community liaison and life skills 
programme I have had the pleasure of taking a small 
group of pupils from the SLC to the above elderly peoples 
home to assist with their activity afternoon on Tuesdays.

I did not foresee how rewarding and enjoyable this was 
going to be for the students and residents alike.

We have played games with residents, have interviewed 
staff about their different jobs and the students have 
increased their knowledge about how people used to live 
many years ago.

The relationship between both has developed immensely to 
the point where we all really look forward to the visits.

All the pupils involved have written thank you letters to 
staff and individual residents thanking them.  They in turn 
received sweets and an invitation to their bonfire party on 
November 5th.

The superintendent of Bradbury House has found our 
visit very beneficial to the residents and she has seen 
improvements in their behaviour and interaction.

Miss Langley- Speech and Language Department

Year 9 GCSE Options

The Connexions service offers support to students in year 
9 who are making choices about their GCSE options. It 
is a time when students may be starting to think ahead 
about career choices and future ambitions such as 
college, university and employment. It is important that 
they start to focus on which subjects they enjoy and which 
subjects they feel they can achieve in.  As you are aware, 
there are many sources of information available to help 
your son or daughter make an informed decision such 
as websites and booklets. If however, you feel your son 
or daughter needs further guidance please contact Laura 
Eaves at the Braintree Connexions Centre on: 01376 
557400.
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Green Voice
This week Green voice representatives have been keeping the rest of their year group informed with everything green.  
Every day in assembly Green reps from that year group presented a power point explaining what they had been doing, 
what they plan to do and how everyone in the school can help.  Below are a few points from the Green reps so that you 

can help at school and encourage your parents to help from home.

We have signed up to generation green – a website run by British Gas.   There are many 
activities we can complete which mean we can earn rewards for the school.

You can help by...

Logging on and playing the games at •	 http://www.generationgreen.co.uk 
Encouraging your parents to submit an energy report •	

 Our energy bills are really high in the school and we aim to lower them as much as possible. 
 You can help by...

Turning the lights off when the last person leaves the room (including the toilets)•	
Not using all the lights in the room and opening the blinds when possible•	
Turning the computer monitors off when the classroom is going to be left empty•	

 

 We also want to reduce the amount of traffic outside the school to reduce pollution and make it safer.

 You can help by… 

Walking or cycling to school•	
Using the bus•	
Car sharing with friends who live locally•	

We have also been working on one of the quads in the school after school on Tuesdays.  We want to transform this space 
so that it is nicer to look at, can be used as an outdoor learning space and so that we can provide the canteen with some 
organic vegetables or herbs.

Below is a photo of how the quad looked before we started:

A lot of work has been carried out to move all the 
stones that you can see and get it cleaned up.  We’ve 
been working alongside a charity called The Wilderness 
Foundation who have donated valuable resources such as 
soil, bulbs, tools and their expertise.  Below is how the quad 
looks at the moment;

As you can see we still have quite a bit of work to do!  We 
want to paint the area and plant a lot more.  We also 
want to put down some decking over the stones.  We are 
collecting donations of:

Large flower pots•	
Decking•	
Railway sleepers•	
Tyres•	

If you think you could help with this please talk to Mrs Wallace or Miss Bonny.
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Dear Parent

The Friends of Notley High School would like to invite you to 
our annual Quiz Night to be held on Saturday 23rd January 
2010 at 7.30 p.m.

The evening is great fun for everyone with prizes for the 
winning team and a consolation prize for the most challenged 
team! The price includes a fish and chip supper (vegetarian 
option available). A raffle will also be held, so you never know 
your luck!

All the money raised is donated to the school for essential equipment that the students 
need, so why not come along and support us!

Please find enclosed an application form to complete and return to school.

See you there!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name ………………………………………………………...................................................……………

Child’s Name ……………………………………..     Tutor Group ………………….. (So tickets 
can be sent via your child – alternatively please provide an address):

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Please send ……………………………….. Tickets for the FNHS Quiz Night on Saturday, 
23rd January 2010 at a cost of £7.50 per head. (Max 8 per team)

Fish and chips – number required…………………

Vegetarian - Number required ……………………

I enclose a cheque (made payable to the Friends of Notley High School) for:

£……………………     

Team Name (can be decided on the night) 
…………………………………………………………………

Contact Telephone Number ……………………………………
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OAP Christmas Party
This Tuesday Mrs Shipton, Mrs Park and the Year 8’s 
organized a Christmas party for elderly people from the 
local area.  Four Year 10’s also helped out as they have 
links with Bradbury House.  Mr Harris played piano and a 
selection of the Year Group sang carols as well as some 
excellent solo performances.  We had a great turn out and 
the guests all really enjoyed themselves.  Staff and the 
students provided a huge spread so that our guests did not 
go hungry!  

As well as performing and keeping the guests entertained 
the Year 8’s also served drinks and food.  The guests 
commented how well mannered the students were and how 
lovely it was to be around them.

Santa a.k.a. Mrs Shipton also treated each guest by giving 
them a present and a Christmas card.  One of the guests 
who was from the group ‘making my community work’ 
commented “we were only expecting a mince pies and a 
few carols, I am so touched by what a huge effort everyone 
has made.  Can we please come next year?!”  Another 
guest raved “it is so nice to interact with the youngsters 
because they get so much bad press these days.  I love 
coming out and meeting them all.”

So a good time had by all.  Mrs Shipton would like to thank 
everyone that was involved and an extra special thank you 
to the students for their excellent behaviour. 

Santa makes sure the guests arrive safely

Two of our guests enjoying some tea and cake

Adam makes sure the guests are happy The Year 8 choir performed lots of songs to sing along to!

  Photos taken by Raymond Mead 8S
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Year 11 Leisure and Tourism
The Year 11 Leisure and Tourism class visited Colchester 
Leisure World recently to complete part of their Customer 
Service Portfolio.  The pupils were taking mock bookings 
over the telephone and dealing with customer complaints 
posed by Craig Paley of Colchester Leisure World.  Their 
experiences were recorded and will be presented as 
evidence as part of their assessed work.

Whilst at Colchester Leisure World, the class were able to 
learn cardiopulmonary resuscitation techniques as well as 
other basic first aid.  Pupils were also able to improve their 
trampoline skills.

giving chest compressions

taking a booking

practising the recovery position

demonstrating telephone skills

carrying out CPR
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RSPCA Donation

Year 10 students have been busy this term bringing in donations for the RSPCA 
Centre in Weathersfield.

Donations included food, toys and treats for the animals Christmas stockings.

Students also collected odd change from Year 10 during raft time and the 
money was spent on extra food items.

Mrs Salmon took the donations to the centre on Saturday 5 December and these 
were gratefully received by the staff.

Mrs Salmon would like to thank all of the Year 10 students that donated to this 
very worthy cause. 

Operation Christmas Child
9E have raised over £100 for Operation Christmas Child.  They have carried 
out a weekly collection amongst Year 9 tutor groups, some birthday and 
Christmas cards have been made and sold and they held a raffle with cuddly 
toy prizes.  The money raised will accompany the Christmas boxes which were 
donated earlier this term.  Thank you to everyone who supported 9E in their 
fund raising.                                                                        

Miss Elstone

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to 
the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should be called 
on a daily basis to report your 
child late or sick.

School Photographs
The school photographs were given 
out during last week.  Although 
most of the sibling photographs 
were sent along to the relevant 
forms, those with no names or tutor 
groups need to be collected from 
the office.  If you have not received 
your sibling photograph, please 
ask your child to collect it from the 
office.  

Thank you.

Merry Christmas 

and

 Happy New Year 


