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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should 
be called on a daily basis to 
report your child late or sick.

   

Year 11 Confiscated Items
Could all Year 11 students who 
have had property confiscated, 
please collect it by the time they 
have finished their exams.  All 
items collected before study leave 
begins must be collected at the 
end of the school day.  If any are 
collected during exam time they 
can be picked up from the main 
reception.  Any item not collected 
will be given to charity.

We were delighted that Ofsted judged us to be an outstanding school when they visited us 
just over a year ago.  One of the areas that they asked us to improve further was students’ 
independent learning skills and we have been working on this over the last year.  Our 
Activities Week last week was a key part of our drive to develop our students as independent 
learners and it was clear to me that our staff and students rose to the challenge with great 
gusto.  I am particularly grateful to our cohort of Advanced Skills Teachers, who planned 
and co-ordinated the week’s activities for us.  Further details of activities week are on the 
following pages.

Activities Week

On Wednesday 19 May we held our annual School Prom.  The Prom has become a 
well established feature of life at Notley High School and once again the evening was a 
tremendous success.  There were the usual variety of modes of transport used to arrive at 
the Prom and as always large numbers of families and friends gathered outside the Sports 
Hall to view the arrivals.

The Sports Hall was once again transformed using an internal marquee, which created a 
fabulous atmosphere for the event.  Year 11 students looked fantastic in their outfits and 
their enjoyment of the event was matched by their excellent behaviour.

One of the enduring features of the Notley Prom is the very positive and friendly 
atmosphere amongst students and staff.  This was very evident again this year and I am 
delighted that our outgoing Year 11 students clearly enjoyed the occasion immensely.

I am very grateful to all the staff and students who assisted in staging such as excellent 
evening.  There is no doubt that the Notley High School prom goes from strength to 
strength each year.

The following day Year 11 students departed on study leave after their final Leavers’ 
Assembly.  I would like to thank them all for their excellent behaviour and attitude on their 
final day in school and indeed over the last few weeks.  Many staff have commented how 
well this Year 11 have conducted themselves through their last few weeks in school.  On 
behalf of everyone at Notley High School I wish them every success in their forthcoming 
examinations and in the future. 

Year 11 Prom
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Overview

This week at Notley High School 
all traditional lessons have 
been put on hold and students 
have taken part in a variety of 
exciting activities designed to 
challenge their personal, learning 
and thinking skills.  As year 11 
students are preparing for their 
exams they have had extra revision 
sessions to attend whilst the rest of the 
school were organised into small teams 
of mixed ages and friendship groups.

Monday to Wednesday has seen 
students taking part in days based on 
creativity, teambuilding and enterprise.  
Students have designed yoghurts, made 
short films, shot archery, delivered a 
Dragon’s Den style presentation and 
taken part in a Quidditch tournament!

Thursday morning students took part 
in a whole host of workshops ranging 
from putting up tents, to fly fishing, to 

playing backgammon to learning how 
to train a dog.  Before lunch the whole 
school congregated on the school 
field to watch the best teams compete 
in ‘It’s a knock out’.  After lunch a 
whole school celebration assembly was 
enjoyed as everyone acknowledged the 
achievements across the week so far.

Friday 
saw yet 
another 
range of 
activities 
and 
sessions 
with 
Years 7-9 
taking 
part 

in citizenship day, live well day, 
global citizenship day and health and 
relationships day.  Year 10 spent the day 
at Braintree Sixth form working with both 
the Sixth form and Braintree College 
learning about post-16 options.

As well as our regular teaching and 
support staff we have worked with 
community members and outside 
providers to offer this great range 
of activities.  A huge thank you to 

everyone involved and especially 
to the students for their excellent 
behaviour and willingness to try 
something new.

Creativity Day
Mr  Ferguson who organised 
Creativity day writes…

The idea behind this week is 
to get students to think more 
independently about their learning 
using personal learning and 
thinking skills (PLTS).

Each day the students have had to 
demonstrate their interpretation of 
the words inspiration, image and 
incredible.

The students have been working in 
small groups of 4 which is mixed 
gender and mixed year groups.  

They have come up with some 
quite incredible creative pieces of 
work from collages to videos.  The 
atmosphere has been fantastic, 
pupil behaviour has improved and 
the student’s willingness to work 
together has been refreshing

The week has been a massive 
success which I hope will be the 

start of a shift in change in students 
learning at Notley High School.

A huge thanks to all involved both staff 
and students

Team Building Day
Mr Burge who organised Teambuilding 
day writes…

Teambuilding day has been fantastic 
and received really well by both students 
and staff.  We used an outside provider, 
Stubbers activity centre, to run our 
teambuilding day. 

Each day catered for about 200 
students, split into 5 teams which rotated 
around some excellent activities.  We 
had students climbing, shooting archery, 
creating towers, building land rafts and 
human ladders and interacting in lots 
of positive ways.  The sessions focussed 
on improving student’s confidence, 
communication, trust and ability to 
work with new people.  This week has 
enabled staff to mix with students in a 
new way and allowed us to see them 
performing and enjoying skills outside 
of the classroom.  A massive thank you 
to everyone involved in the teambuilding 
days and to all our students who rose to 
the challenge!

     Enterprise Day
Mr  Hughes who organised Enterprise 
day writes…

 The Enterprise day was designed 
to promote students independent 
learning  and thinking skills with a 
particular focus on time management, 
teamwork and independent enquiry. 
The focus of the session for over 200 
students a day was based on a Dragons 
Den format. Students had to complete a 
series of subject based tasks in Science, 
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This hopefully opens minds and helps 
them to start thinking out of the box.

We will offer this each year so that 
across the five years they experience 
outdoor activities, healthy living, 
enterprise, global awareness, politics, 
citizenship and problem solving thinking 
skills.

The whole event is also a reward for the 
students who reward us with continued 
hard work and very good behaviour.

Mrs Marshall – Deputy Head Teacher

Stubbers Activity Centre
This has been the first time that Stubbers 
has done a large activity day based with 
the team travelling to the school.  

The three activity days catered 
for around 200 students per 
day and have been a great 
success.  We have been 
able to provide Notley High 
School with a fantastic range 
of activities, all located on the 
school field, fitting into the 

school’s timetable and saving the school 
money as transport isn’t required for the 
students.

A big thank you to all at Notley High for 
all their support and help throughout 
the planning and deliveries for hopefully 
the first of many Stubbers activity days at 
Notley High School.

Andy White

Stubbers Activity Centre

www.stubbers.co.uk

other situations has been one of many 
achievements that has made all the 
hard work put in to organise the week 
worthwhile.

Our whole staff – teachers, learning 
support assistants, caretakers, and 
members of the admin staff have all 
really pulled together to provide a vast 
range of exciting opportunities for our 
students - the likes of which Notley High 
School has never seen before - and the 
amount of work put in by everybody has 
borne fruit in the inspiring educational 
experiences our students have received.

Activities Week has so far been an 
unqualified success, providing a unique 
educational experience for our whole 
school community, one which we hope 
to build upon for the future as we help 
our students learn how to develop their 
own Personal, Learning and Thinking 
Skills in partnership with the knowledge 
base which we have traditionally taught.

Mr Higgon 
Advanced Skills Teacher

Deputy 
Head 
Teacher

We have always organized the break in 
days but they were not all together as 
one week.

The idea has been to offer to all of the 
students in the school an opportunity 
to work with students in other years, to 
build teams, to provide the opportunity 
to develop new skills and develop 
problem solving ability.

Students also learn more about business 
skills and entrepreneurs.

Maths, Technology and Food before 
producing a 2 minute presentation to be 
delivered in front of the other students. 
The day was very successful and student 
feedback was very positive.

Advanced Skills Teacher
“Activities week has given pupils the 
opportunity to take control their own 
learning and develop real life skills such 
as reflective learners, creative thinkers, 
independent enquires, self-managers, 
team workers and effective participators. 
Furthermore the week has broken down 
the modular structure of the school 
mixing departments and Year Groups 
which has been celebrated in the whole 
school assembly.”

Mr Catt – Advanced Skills Teacher

Assistant Head Teacher
A whole-school focus is developing 
independent learning and thinking skills 
in our students.  The activities week is 
based upon developing team workers, 
self managers, independent enquirers, 
effective participants, reflective learners 
and creative thinkers and a week’s worth 
of activities have been planned which 
address all six of the 
personal learning and 
thinking skills listed.  
Students have taken 
part in a Creativity Day, 
an Enterprise Day, a 
Team-Building day, 
to name but a few.  

Engagement levels have been high and 
staff and students have enjoyed working 
together in different ways towards a 
common goal.

Mrs Kelly – Assistant Head Teacher

Advanced Skills Teacher
Activities Week was planned to help 
students develop their Personal, Learning 
and Thinking Skills and from what they 
have achieved across the school so far 
this week, it has been a tremendous 
success.  Seeing our Year 10 and Year 9 
students helping guide, advise and lead 
those in Year 7 and 8 in art, drama, 
ICT, technology and a whole range of 
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Wednesday, 12th May 

Notley News  
Issue 3—Activity Week 

TURRO’S TEAMS TUSSLE TO BE  
TRIUMPHANT  

By Laura Ingate, Eden 
Stoneman and Katie 
Hayden.
After three days of excit-
ing activities, students 
have started to realise that 
to make a good team 
different skills are needed.  
 The team-building day 
involved a lot of fresh air 
and physical activity. Even 
though the weather wasn’t 
as expected, Mr Turro was 
still on his knees praying 
to God to turn the “central 
heating” up! 
Many of the students said 
that this day was their 
favourite, even though 
frustrating at times. Faith 
Candice and April Woulfe 
of 9S thought that the 
different range of activities 

involving everyone was a 
“mind-boggling chal-
lenge” but it brought the 
group closer together 
when they managed to 
listen to each other and 
realise what to do.  
April Woulfe told us: “It’s 
very different to a normal 
school day and gives us a 
break from all the hard 
work.” 
The Archery and Rock 
Climbing seemed to be the 
biggest hit amongst the 
youngsters. Sarah Chum-
bley and Mr Turro gave 
the same opinion on 
Archery, but there always 
has to be winners and 
losers. 
Another of the popular and 
most challenging activities 

were the plank walking 
and the task with poles!  In 
this case, slow and steady 
really didn’t win the race. 
The students found it a 
challenge yet rewarding in 
some cases, after failing a 
few times they soon real-
ised that communication 
was the key. 
Unfortunately a terrible 
storm hit the school field  
causing chaos amongst the 
students and teachers. 
Complete with hail, the 
storm managed to clear the 
area in seconds. Despite 
this hitch, the weather 
failed to dampen the 
spirits of students who 
look forward to next year. 

Hitting the Mark! Enya Gilyatt, 9H 

Adam Kingsford, Peter Webb and Our 

Reporter on the Scene Florence Alidu, 
Smile for the Camera—Harry 
Gilyatt and Chloe Pass-

INCREDIBLE? 

YOGHURTY YOUTHS BECOME  
ACTIVE-IA CHILDREN 

By Yasmin Hurford, 
Robyn Campbell and 
Chloe Armstrong. 

The majority of the stu-
dents were elated to find 
out their challenge before 

them, they were given a 
task to create new yo-
ghurt in a group and 
present it at the end of the 

day. We found out what 
Amy Wills from 9Y 
thought: “It was a very 
good experience and we 
would happily partake in 
another enterprise days 
activity.” Everyone taking 
part seemed to be getting 
involved as a group and 
working very well to-
gether, they loved being 
off timetable and thought it 

were incredible to learn 
new things from it. One of 
the teachers who was 
organising the event said: 
“It’s been running very 
smoothly. Staff and pupils 
had lots to learn and 
worked very well to-
gether”.  

 Charlotte Cass, Emily 
Green, Rowan Worsey and 
Yasmin Barrel thought up 
the idea ‘Fruities  Merry-
berry Surprise’, which 
included all forest fruits 
and delicious white choco-
late to make the yoghurt 
more appetising.  

Not only did the pupils 
design the yoghurt but they 

also used science.  They 
made sample yoghurts, 
using technology they 
created the packaging and 
tasted yoghurts, which 
everyone seemed to enjoy 
a lot. Going around and 
reporting, it was good to 
see everyone participating 
in groups and enjoying 
themselves. One of yester-
day’s participants con-
cocted a product called 
“The Fruity Family”. This 
included five different 
mouth-watering flavours. 
The product was aimed at 
children aged 3-8 years. 
The day ended with an 
assembly to show the other 
students and teachers the 
final products.  Yum! 

Hanging Around! Elliott Whipps  

By Lucy Pickering, Joel 
Sparkes and Florence 
Alidu.
Students were given the 
challenge of exploring the 
essence of the word 
“incredible”.  
They were put into mixed 
groups and took part in a 
bonding session led by a 
guest speaker Caitlin 
Storey. 
The creative-minded pupils 
were able to book sessions 
with some of the teachers 
involved in the day to help 

days like this’. 
 Many of the students have 
used lots of different medi-
ums in to their work for 
example one teacher said that 
one of the best presentations 
she has seen were one where 
students used all kinds of 
different media.   
Lots of the groups have 
chosen to do power points for 
their final piece but one 
group in particular has de-
cided to do a video, in which  
they will pretend to be 
‘incredible’ people. 

them in their quest. 
Students could do 
activities from various 
subjects. In English 
children were given a 
compact video camera 
to use, and could look 
up the word in diction-
aries and thesauruses. 
English teacher Miss 
Taylor told us ‘I think 
that today is ‘incredible’ 
and I like the idea of the 
students being creative 
and I think that Notley 
should try to do more 

Recipe for Success? Natasha Green  

Thoughts on Yoghurt   

- Ally McCreath, 7E, and 

Kelsi Milligan 

Your Reporting Team 

Editors: Alexandar Lee, Alex Potter AlexDouglas  
Photographers: James Howe Minakshi Shorma Videographer: Dustin 
Price 
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During his treatment which included many sessions 
of chemo- and radiotherapy, he focussed on raising 
funds for the Teenage Cancer Trust and CLIC Sargent 
charities, as they have both helped him immeasurably 
through his illness.  Sam donated the money his friends 
raised for him at school between the two charities.  An 
event which took place in April was a mini-triathlon 
organised by Tamdown, with all the money raised again 
going to the two charities.

Today, Sam is thankfully clear of the tumour, which 
has astounded his doctors.  He responded brilliantly to 
gruelling treatment and his attitude to the illness is a 
testament of how he approached beating it.  He is now 
back in school in 
full time education.  
Congratulations 
Sam, you’ve been 
a true inspiration 
to what can be 
overcome against 
the odds.

Mrs Jacqui Smith
Senior Teacher

We are pleased to announce that Sam 
Doré of 8Y is this month’s winner of 
the Jack Petchey Achievement Award.

Following the Award in the Spring 
Term to three of Sam’s friends who 

raised money for his chosen cancer 
charities, Sam now receives his own.  It is 

widely known that Sam was diagnosed with a very rare 
tumour in the cavity in the back of his nose/throat last 
summer.  His family were devastated by this diagnosis, 
but Sam told them “don’t worry, it’s an adventure”.  His 
parents said this is exactly how he has dealt with it the 
whole way through.  Sam defied medical opinion and 
has been a great comfort to family and friends, as well 
as to new children admitted to the Teenage Cancer Trust 
ward for their first time.  His mother, Suzanne Doré, 
says “He has been just amazing and calm throughout.  
When asked by new patients ‘what’s chemo like?’ he 
told them the truth, without the need for gore.  ‘It’s 
horrible, but do-able’ was one of his quotes, as was 
‘not as bad as they make out on the telly.’  He has 
kept his sense of humour through the rough days and 
it has served him well and for the people around him, 
including his mum and dad”!

May Winner – Jack Petchey Achievement Award

This week 40 places on the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
(DofE) Award have been opened up to Year 9 
students.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a voluntary, non 
competitive programme of activities for anyone aged 
between 14 – 24.  Doing their DofE gives young 
people the opportunity to experience new activities or 
develop existing skills. 

We will be offering the Award at Bronze level.  The 
table below shows how this is divided into sections.

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition

3 months 3 months 3 months Plan, train for and complete a 2 day, 1 night 
expedition

You must undertake a further 3 months in the volunteering, physical or skills section

Is the DofE for you? 

  Are you up for trying something new?

  Do you want to mix with some different people?

  Are you committed?

  Do you want to challenge yourself?

  Do you want to be recognised for hobbies that you already have? 

If you are interested in taking part in the Award programme please speak to you tutor.  For more info check out the 
DofE section on the school website http://www.notleyhigh.com/community/dukeofedinburgh , check out the DofE 
website www.dofe.org , or speak to one of the DofE leaders.

Mr Burge, Miss Bonny and Miss Shephard – Duke of Edinburgh Leaders.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
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Final Weeks for Tesco Vouchers!
We have had a great response 
to both Tesco’s and Sainsbury’s 
vouchers, we are still collecting both 
so please keep sending them in!  

Tesco vouchers are only available 
until 9 May but we have until the end of May to send 
them off.  Every single voucher will go towards buying 
some great equipment for all the students to benefit from.  
Equipment is available under the following headings ICT, 
sports and health, green schools, basic skills and creativity.  
We plan to buy equipment from each of these categories, 
should we get enough vouchers! 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers are available until 8 
June and allow us to buy cooking and PE equipment for 
the school and have bought us some great equipment 
in the past.  Each voucher is greatly appreciated, and 
with your help we’re hoping to get lots of equipment and 
experiences for the students of Notley High School this year.

You’ll receive one voucher for every £10 spent at any 
main Sainsbury’s store or £5 spent in Sainsbury’s Locals. 
Vouchers can be collected at petrol stations too and when 
you shop for groceries online. Nectar points can also be 
converted into vouchers – visit nectar.com for details.  

Dates for Your Diary

Saturday 22  May  

French Exchange departs from Notley 

Stagecoach  

Wednesday 26 May

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge Regional Final - 3 pm

Thursday 27  May  

Karate   

Saturday 29  May  

Stagecoach 

French Exchange returns to Notley    

Monday 31  May   - Friday 4 June 

Half Term 

Friday 4 June

Maths Revision Session  9 am

Saturday 5 June

Target English Revision Session 9 am

Tuesday 8  June  

PSL – John Ray Yr 5 

Wednesday 9  June  

PSL – Notley Green Yr 5 

School Production - Noughts and Crosses 5 pm

Thursday 10  June  

PSL – Terling, White Notley Yr 5 

School Production - Noughts and Crosses 5 pm

Karate   

Friday 11  June  

Newsletter 

Yr 7 & 8 Disco – 7pm  

Saturday 12  June  

TANGO Workshop – at Tabor 

Stagecoach   

Science Revision Session 9.00 am

A team of four 
Notley staff will 
be taking on the 
UK’s toughest 
team charity 
challenge, 
Trailwalker.   
Teams of four 
attempt to cover 
100km from 
Petersfield to 
Brighton within 
30hrs whilst 
being supported along the way by a support crew.. The 
course is split up into regular checkpoints and takes place on 
the South Downs Way on 17 and 18 July.  

The team members are: Mr de Gea Fernandez , Mrs Fouche, 
Mr Baster and Mr Calver .

The team needs to raise £2000 for charity. (Oxfam and the 
Gurkha Welfare Trust).  There will be various fund raising 
events taking place in school over the next few weeks, so 
come prepared.  There will be raffles and World Cup Football 
items sold.  Pupils can also guess the time which the team will 
take to complete the course.  Alternatively, you may wish to 
make a donation.  This can be done on the team’s webpage,  
http://www.justgiving.com/Notleyhigh or, by putting some 
money in an envelope, labelling it ‘Trailwalker’ and placing it 
in Finance letter box outside the main office.

If anyone has any items which we could raffle, they will be 
gratefully received!

Support Notley’s Mighty Fouch!

Notley’s Mighty Fouch needs your help!
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