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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence/Late Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should 
be called on a daily basis to 
report your child late or sick.

   

School Photographs
Your child will have been given the 
proofs of their school photographs 
this week, together with a letter 
explaining how to order them.  If 
you have not received the letter 
there is a copy on the school 
website.  Your child has also 
been asked to collect the family 
photograph proof from the office.  
Please note that all orders must 
be in by 3 November.  

The evening of 
30 September 
saw Notley High 
spring to life 
as we opened 
the doors to 
prospective 
students and 
parents.  It 
was one of our 
busiest Open 
Evenings with a 
solid queue to come in and look around from 6.45pm when we opened the 
doors, which did not clear for a full half an hour.  

Year 6 students and their parents were shown around the school by Year 8 
and 9 student guides and invited to take part in biscuit making, hunting down 
escaped characters from books, a statistics task, clay tile making, historical 
quizzes, as well as joining the Mad Professor and his Beautiful Assistant in 

Open Evening
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Science and jumping on board the 
Hogwarts Express for a series of 
magical challenges in the library.  
There were a number of musical, 
dance and drama performances 
and samples from our Catering 
Team of the food we offer in our 
Food Hall.

There were speeches by Mr 
Thompson the Head Teacher, Jake 
Gage, our Head Boy and Bethany 
Mill, Head Girl as well as some 
very brave Year 7 students.  These 
speeches were recorded and are 
available to view online, on the 
home page of the school website.

We would like to remind all 
prospective parents that the 
closing date for secondary 
applications is 31 October 2010.  
This is the statutory closing date 
set by the Local Authority.
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Many thanks to all the staff 
and students who contributed 
to another excellent Open 
Evening and especially to Mrs 
Kelly and Mrs Thomson for 
their work in co-ordinating the 
event.
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On Friday 24 September, RAFT and lesson 3, all of 
Year 7 went over to the Braintree Sixth Form to 
watch a meaningful play called “2nd Chance.” 

During the play many children started to cry near 
the end, as the boy who was telling the story was 
hit by a car and died on the way to hospital.  This 
is because he was distracted and was not looking 
where he was going. 

After the play Miss Taylor quoted: “It was dramatic 
and quite difficult to watch at times.  I think the 
students learned lot about how important it is to be 
safe on the roads!” 

A few minutes later Amelia Pavitt (7H) 
commented: “It was a very dramatic play for all of 
Year 7.  It should have taught us a lesson about 
road safety so be careful out there!” 

Isobel Dean 7H 
Media CLub 

Media Club

  

 

 

On Thursday 31 September, Year 6 came to Notley High School 
for the Open Evening. 

In the English corridor there were chaotic characters on the loose!  
They had escaped from the bookcase in G40.  After the capture 
team had been let out, Miss Taylor quoted, “I think the evening 
was really good.  Our Year 7’s showed the prospective students 
how fun (and responsible!) they can be.” 

In the same corridor the other students were handing out stickers 
for Amnesty International and reading surveys for Year 6.  Miss 
Ward said, “all the students and staff worked especially hard to put 
together a fantastic evening in the English corridor.” 

Also Year 10 students were having a debate on current issues.  
Miss Smith commented, “the Year 10 students were excellent 
during the debate.  Parents and future students were very 
impressed with what they saw.” 

After such a great evening everyone was worn out and went home. 

By Sophie Normanton 7H and Isobel Dean 7H 
Media Club. 

 

 Year 9- Art Workshop!!! 

On 29 September a selection of Year 9 
students got picked to take part in an Art 
Work Shop.  

  This took place in G10 and G12.  Students 
had to be creative and skillful.  They were 
creating sketches for clay tiles.  The students 
used objects such as a chilli, pineapple and 
books for inspiration.  

 “It’s interesting and creative,” quoted 
Jennifer Baldock 9L.  

 “The work we’re doing is imaginative and 
you can express yourself,” quoted Kate 
Portway 9E. 

   “You learn new ways like how to enjoy art 
and be skilful,” quoted Rebecca Harris 9B. 

   Clearly all the students enjoyed themselves 
and had a great time.  On behalf of all the 
Year 9 students, thank you to the Art 
Department, for putting on this exciting and 
creative event.  

  By Charlotte Kerrell 9L 
 Media Club!  

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 22 September, Notley High School’s girl’s, Years 7 to 
11, played against Alec Hunter’s girl’s, Years 7 to 11. 

 

While the Notley girls were doing their warm up, Miss Shepard 
quoted: ‘This is the first game of the season and I am really happy to 
have lots of girls joining.  I hope it will be a good game.’  

When the game had started I got a prediction of the final score from 
Sabina Massida.  She thought it would be 2:2.  As the game got near 
to half-time, Notley High scored but then Alec got their own back 
when they scored twice. 

After half time, Notley scored again.  Just as the game was coming to 
an end, Alec scored. 

In the end the final score was 3:2 to Alec Hunter’s girls.  We are very 
proud of all the girls who took part. 

 

By Sophie 
Media Club 
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News from the ICT Department
We’d just like to start off by congratulating all this 
summer’s leavers on obtaining brilliant exam results.  
100% of students who took the OCR National Award in 
ICT achieved A-C grades – this is the equivalent of two 
GCSEs.  In the GCSE Business & Communication Systems 
course, 74% of students achieved A*-C grades.  Well done 
to all of you – your hard work certainly paid off.

In Year 9, students are using the online ICT4Life 
courseware and at the moment are busy working on 
producing graphics for a leisure centre website.  Students 
have just finished the first image which is a new logo 
for Sunshine Leisure Centre and are just embarking on 
designing and producing an animated banner in either 
Flash or Fireworks.  The final item will be to edit a video in 
Premier Pro or Movie Maker.  All the graphics have to be 
of professional quality, which could be used in a business.

The logo on the left was 
produced by Tony Upton, 9L 
using Fireworks.  He’s used 
metallic colours reflecting the 
sun and has also embossed 
the image.  The blue circles 
represent water droplets, as the 
leisure centre has a swimming 
pool.  The orange/yellow 
colours are analogous (next to 

each other on the colour wheel), as are the blues.  They 
are also diagonally opposite each other on the wheel so 
are complementary colours, giving maximum contrast.  
Students visited two websites to help them choose colours 
and obtain their hexadecimal numbers.  Eg, black is 
#000000, white is #FFFFFF, yellow is #FFFF00, blue is 

 

#0000FF, red is #FF0000 and bright pink is #FF33CC.  
There are literally thousands of combinations.  Students 
saved their image as a .jpeg format to reduce file size, yet 
retain quality for use on a website.

Alice Fraser, 9Y, produced this eye-catching logo, which 
suggests ‘movement’ through 
the swirls of colours.  She    
used ‘sunny’ and ‘water’ 
colours to focus on the name 
of the leisure centre and 
swimming.

Students also made use of the 
department’s Wacom graphics 
tablets, 
which are 

used by designers in industry.

Meanwhile, in Year 10, students 
taking Business & Communication 
Systems have been developing the use of mind mapping 
software called Open Mind.  This is a great tool for 
expanding ideas and making connections, ie, developing 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  It’s also very 
useful for revision purposes.  Once the main topic has 
been keyed into the centre, students then add branches 
and sub-branches as they think of new ideas or recall 
previous learning.  To make things more interesting, 
images, sound, videos and hyperlinks can be added to 
topics.  The examples below and on the next page were 
created by Megan Smith and Michaela Last, both of 10L, 
to demonstrate their understanding of the functional 
structure of a business and the roles and responsibilities 
involved in all the different areas.
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News from the ICT Department

 

Newsletter Via Email
If we have your email address, you will automatically 
receive this newsletter via email.  If 
you currently receive a paper copy 
and would prefer it via email, 
please send an email stating your 
child’s name and tutor group to 

lisa.perkins@
notleyhigh.
com.

FNHS Fundraising Event
Braintree Shopping Evening at Notley High School on 
Friday 19 November 7-9.30pm. FNHS 
are hosting a fundraising event with 
craft stalls and local traders all coming 
together under one roof. Numerous 
stalls including decorations, jewellery, 
produce, arts and crafts, trinkets and 
many more.  Festive refreshments available too. 

Football Players Wanted
Notley Tigers U12's are looking for more players to join 
their team now!

If you are interested, please contact the Manager Simon 
Dunster on 07800 733343

Colchester Institute November Open 
Events 
The College at Braintree, Church Lane Campus

Tuesday 2nd November: 4pm-7pm

Wednesday 3rd November: 4pm-7pm

Colchester Institute, Colchester Campus

Saturday 13th November: 10am-1pm

Wednesday 17th November: 4pm-8pm

Thursday 18th November: 4pm-8pm
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‘Great shops but not enough to do’ - Pupils 

speak out about life in Braintree 

Pupils from Alec Hunter Humanities College, Notley High 
School and Tabor Science College in Braintree recently 
got together to voice their views about life in the town.

The pupils were taking part in a new initiative developed 
by Braintree District Council’s Community Safety and 
Development team, working together with the schools, 
to encourage young people to have their say about their 
local area and get involved in community issues.  This is 
all part of the Government’s ‘Big Society’ initiative and 
involves encouraging our young people in becoming 
Community Organisers. 

On Friday 1 October, the first in a series of inter-school 
workshops took place at Alec Hunter Humanities College. 
Four pupil representatives from different year groups 
in each school attended, along with their school’s 
Community Engagement Co-ordinators - Lisa Artus (Alec 
Hunter Humanities College), Rosie Bonny (Notley High 
School) and Julie Hickman (Tabor Science College) and 
Chris Robb, Community Safety and Development Officer 
from Braintree District Council.  

In the workshops, open spaces, good schools, good 
shopping facilities and a nice town centre were all seen 
as positives by the teenagers; whereas not enough free 

activities for young people, lack of transport to rural areas 
and litter were seen as drawbacks. The students also spoke 
about issues that were of concern to them such as teenage 
pregnancy, peer pressure, bullying and lack of jobs.

Over the next six weeks the group is planning to meet 
again to tackle these issues, seek guidance and help from 
the school and Braintree District Council staff, and develop 
a realistic Action Plan for the students to take forward.  The 
students will also feedback messages to their peers via their 
school’s student councils.

Cllr Wendy Schmitt, Cabinet Member for Clean, Green and 
Safe, said: “Sometimes young people find it hard to get 
their voices heard and we wanted to give them a platform 
to share their views on what it’s like to be a young person 
where they live. It seems the students really enjoyed having 
their say and raising issues that concerned them. We look 
forward to future workshops and to helping them resolve 
their ideas.”

Rosie Bonny, said:  “It was fantastic to see the students 
mixing with people from different schools and different age 
groups.  The students came up with some really interesting 
feedback and are keen to work hard to improve Braintree 
for everyone, not just their own age group.”  
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Following the Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Notley High on 
22 September, the following officials were voted in for the forthcoming 
year:-

Chair   Virginia Buckley

Vice-Chair Ken Yap

Treasurer Mandy Bannister

Secretary Helen Hayhurst

Thanks to Lynda Smithyes for all her hard work over the last two years. 

Forthcoming fundraising events to be noted on your calendars include:

12 November Year 7 Disco

19 November Christmas Shopping Event

22 January Quiz Night

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3 November 
at 7.30pm in the School Library
All parents are most welcome

The FNHS 100 Club is a really simple way for you (and family and friends) to be in with the chance of winning a cash 
prize each month, as well as raising money for the school.  The FNHS 100 Club runs annually from October to September 
and to become a member the cost is just £12 per year (to be paid annually by cash/cheque or standing order).  Each 
member is allocated a number and entered into a monthly draw.  If your number is drawn, 50% of the total sum collected 
goes to the prize winners.  Please remember when completing the attached form your child/children will benefit from your 
support.  All forms and payment need to be returned to Kevin Williams via the school.  

Thank you and good luck!

Full name of applicant _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________   

_____________________________________________________________________________   Tel. No._____________________ 

E-mail address______________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Name __________________________________________________________________ Student Tutor Group _________

Please allocate me ____ number/s in the FNHS 100 Club (each number cost £12 for a year’s entry). I enclose cash/ 

cheque, made payable to The Friends of Notley High School or please forward me a Standing Order mandate (yes/no). 

for the use of FNHS 

receipt number ……………………. ticket number …………………………….
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Dates for Your Diary

   

Saturday 23 October

Stagecoach

Monday 25 - Friday 29 October

HALF TERM WEEK

Thursday 28 October

GCSE Dance Class 3.30pm

Karate 6pm

Saturday 30 October

Stagecoach

Tuesday 2 November

STOP (parenting programme) 6.30pm

Thursday 4 November

GCSE Dance Class 3.30pm

Karate 6pm

KS3 Presentation Evening 7.30pm

Friday 5 November

Yr 11 English and Maths Revision Day

PERFECT production for Yr 9 in Braintree Arts Theatre 
10.15am

Saturday 6 November

Stagecoach

Monday 8 November

Khaki on Campaign (History)

Yr 11 GCSE English paper 1

Tuesday 9 November

Year 11 GCSE Maths Module paper 1

STOP (Parenting Programme) 6.30pm

Wednesday 10 November

Yr 11 GCSE English paper 2

Thursday 11 November

GCSE Science modules

GCSE Dance Class 3.30pm

Friday 12 November

Year 7 Progress Checks home

Year 9 History trip to Ypres

Yr 11 GCSE Maths Module paper 2  

FNHS Year 7 Disco 7.30pm

Saturday 13 November

Stagecoach

Monday 15 November

KS4 Exam Period 1 - Week 2 

Year 10 GCSE Maths Module

2nd HPV injection (Year 8 girls)

Tuesday 16 November

Year 10 Art trip to National Gallery and Tate Modern

SLC Visit to Bradbury House

STOP (Parenting Programme)  6.30pm

Wednesday 17 November

Primary Science Masterclass 2.45pm

Thursday 18 November

Drama Theatre Trip 

GCSE Dance Class 3.30pm

Friday 19 November

Year 8 Progress Checks home  

Year 9 History trip to Ypres  

Non Uniform Day for BBC Children in Need  

Newsletter  

FNHS Christmas Market 7pm

Saturday 20 November

Stagecoach
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We are now using text and email messaging to 
communicate school news, updates, reminders, events and 
other important communication.  Text and email messaging 
is a discreet, convenient, secure and reliable method of 
communication, which will save the school time and money 
by reducing the burden on our busy administration team, 
allowing us to focus on learning.
We understand the importance of working in partnership 
with the families of our children to ensure that each child 
receives the best education that the school can offer.  Text 
and email messaging will help us to keep you informed at 
all times so that together we can offer the best support for 
your child.
From time to time you will receive a text message or email 
from the school.  

It is important that you please only respond 
to absence and late messages received via 
Schoolcomms.  For all other messages, please 
contact the school in the usual way.

     The School Day      

AM Registration 8.40 – 8.45

Period 1 8.45 – 9.45

Period 2 9.45 – 10.45

Break / Raft 10.45 – 11.25

Period 3 11.25 – 12.25

Period 4 12.25 – 1.25

Lunch 1.25 – 2.10

PM Registration 2.10 – 2.15

Period 5 2.15 – 3.15

Pupil Absence/Late Lines  
Year 7 01376 556347

Year 8   01376 556348

Year 9  01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

The absence lines should be called on a 
daily basis to report your child late or sick.

Contacting The School
If you have any concerns, the following procedure is in place;

Contact 1  Tutor - via email (see list) or phone call via the School Office 01376 556300

Contact 2  Assistant Year Leader;
  
Ms Shipton - Years 7,8 & 9 - via email (jane.shipton@notleyhigh.com)
Mrs Salmon - Years 10 & 11 - via email (mandy.salmon@notleyhigh.com)

or phone call via the School Office 

Contact 3  Year Leader - via email (see list) or phone call via the School Office

If your query is still unresolved after contacting the above staff, you may be directed to a senior member of staff.

You will always be referred, in the first instance, to your child’s tutor.

We ask that you copy your child’s tutor into all email correspondence with the school so 
that they can maintain an overview.

Important Information For Parents

Lost Property
All lost property is placed on 
racks outside the staffroom.  
If your child has lost anything, 
please encourage them 
to look there.  Please be 
aware that all lost property 
is disposed of at the end of 
each half term.
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As we prepare to relax during half term, there are a group 
of students who definitely deserve a well earned rest.  As the 
weekend of 16 – 17 October saw thirty one Year 10 students 
complete their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Assessment 
weekend.  

All thirty one students covered over 30K by foot, carrying 
all their provisions on their backs.  We were lucky to have 
bright sunshine for the entire weekend and a crisp feel to the 
air.  Having already completed training days in Rendlesham 
Forest, Suffolk and a practice weekend in the local area the 
teams had bonded well and were ready for the challenge 
that lay ahead of them.  Every single student demonstrated 
excellent determination, commitment and teamwork and 
persevered to complete the weekend.

As leaders Mr Burge and I are really proud of each member 
of the group.  Everyone challenged themselves and behaved 
with respect for each other and their surroundings.  Their 
map work had improved from the practice weekend 
and they conducted themselves with real maturity and 
responsibility.  We are now looking forward to working with 
the students to compete their sections of volunteering, skill 
and physical and presenting their award to them!

Team Black – a speedy team who demonstrated much 
improved navigational skills

Team Blue – a lively bunch with great determination

Team Green – A strong team who worked together really well

Team Red – Extremely dedicated and now highly skilled in night 
navigation!

Team Yellow – Most improved team from the practice weekends

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh  - Assessment Weekend
A special thank you to Mr Greybrook for assessing the 
weekend and to Miss Shephard, Mr Vosper, Mr Wishart, Mr 
Higgon and Mr Yeates for supporting us.

Miss Bonny


