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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence/Late Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should 
be called on a daily basis to 
report your child late or sick.

“Working together, achieving together”

Lost Property
All lost property is placed in racks 
outside 
the 
staffroom.  
If your 
child 
has lost 
anything, 
please 
encourage them to look there.  
Please be aware that all lost 
property will be disposed of at the 
end of term.

Academy Conversion 
Proposal
Following my earlier communications regarding Academy status, I write to inform you 
that the Governing Body of Notley High School and Braintree Sixth Form has, during 
this term, passed a resolution to proceed towards Academy status, effective from 1 
September 2011. Governors now want to consult with stakeholders, of which you are 
a very important part, and this letter is part of that consultation process. There are a 
number of reasons why Academy status is being considered and it may be helpful for 
me to explain some of these to you.

An Academy is a state funded school which is independent of local authority control. It 
may, if it so wishes, adopt freedoms to offer its own curriculum, introduce its own pay 
and conditions for staff or indeed change arrangements for term dates and timings of 
the school day. However, an academy is still bound by law to follow codes of practice 
on admissions, special educational needs and exclusions and, like all schools, remains 
subject to Ofsted inspections. As a community school, our governors already have 
considerable powers and responsibilities but Essex Local Authority are responsible 
for certain areas of work and, consequently, hold back or “top-slice” the school’s 
budget in order to deliver this. Academies will now get this share of the money and will 
discharge these responsibilities or buy in services themselves.

The governors are committed to doing what is in the best interests of our students and 
staff and, having considered all the issues at length, they believe that the following 
considerations are especially important: 

1. Notley High School and Braintree Sixth Form’s distinctive ethos will remain secure 
and safeguarded within the hands of the academy’s trustees and governors.

2. The admissions policy of the school will continue to reflect our ethos and will be 
inclusive of children whatever their ability or learning needs.

3. The freedom to move away from the National Curriculum will only be used where it 
is clearly in the interests of our students.

4. There is no expectation that we would need to change significant working 
arrangements such as patterns of the working day, the school year, or staff pay and 
conditions.

5. The extra income that the school will receive which originally had been “top-sliced” 
by Essex LA will be used to cushion against other cuts and to maintain our work with 
other schools.

6. The school will remain committed to its partnerships with local schools and will 
continue to consider the needs of the wider community as well as those of itself.

7. The school will maintain its name as Notley High School and Braintree Sixth Form.

In other words parents, staff and students should see very little change as a result of 
the school becoming an Academy. However, if we were not to take up this option (and 
were not eligible for the extra funding) it could prove much more difficult to maintain 
all that we offer over the coming years of financial restraint. 

The governors believe this is the next stage of evolution for Notley High School and 
Braintree Sixth Form and will help us to build upon our strengths as an Outstanding 
and High Performing School. We will acquire greater independence and freedom to 
have more control over resources, opportunity to review our curriculum and further 
enhance the school. I can confirm that, at this stage, the governors have no intention 
to make any changes to our admissions arrangements or the way Notley High School 
and Braintree Sixth Form works with other schools within the local community.

As part of our Academy conversion process we also propose to develop a strong 
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Meet Geoffrey, The Latest Addition To The Notley Science Family!
Geoffrey is an axolotl – Ambystoma mexicanum to give him his full name - he is a type of salamander.  Geoffrey came to live with 
us about 4 months ago and has thoroughly enjoyed all the science lessons he has had to sit through from his tank in G26.  Here 
are a few interesting facts about Geoffrey:

Axolotls live in water

They breathe through gills that look like feathers

They have four legs and a tail

They come in many colours but Geoffrey is white

They are covered in skin, not scales

They can re-grow limbs and tails that are cut off or damaged

They are not fish

They can live for up to 15 years and grow to be 30cm long

Come and say hello to Geoffrey in G26 at break or lunch or why not log onto 
GeoffreyCam.  GeoffreyCam is a live webcam, kindly funded by the Friends of Notley 
High School, which enables you to view Geoffrey day and night from any computer.  
Further, you can leave a comment or message for Geoffrey and sometimes he even 

replies!  Just use this link to access GeoffreyCam – http://geoffreycam.notleyhigh.com

partnership with The Ramsey College, Halstead by sponsoring them to become an Academy at the same time. This will allow 
us to influence and effect improvement across both schools and is in keeping with our status as a National Support School 
and my own accreditation as a National Leader of Education. I will be able to provide further information about this aspect of 
our Academy proposals at the meeting referred to below.

The decision to move forward the application process triggers a number of actions although it does not prevent governors 
withdrawing the application if any significant drawbacks become evident. Full consultation with parents will now take place 
and parents and carers are invited to express their opinions over the next four school weeks. You may do this by sending 
comments to my secretary, Pat Ferady on pat.ferady@notleyhigh.com or by writing to me at the school. The period of 
consultation will conclude on Friday 13 May 2011, with governors then meeting again in the following week to consider 
the views expressed in the consultation. Governors will give due consideration to any written comments or representations 
received.

The school will also be holding a meeting at 7 p.m. on 3 May 2011 in the Braintree Sixth Form where David Gask, Chair of 
Governors and I will respond to questions from parents. You are all welcome to attend.
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Staff Leaving
Dr Fox

I am sure that you will wish to join with me in congratulating Dr Fox, who has been appointed as Principal at the Basildon 
Academies.

Dr Fox was appointed as Deputy Headteacher (Director of the Braintree Sixth Form) from 1 September 2007. In his time 
here he worked tirelessly to turn the vision of the Braintree Sixth Form into reality, devoting long hours to meeting prospective 
parents and students, communicating with staff at Notley and in our three partner schools and planning the A Level and IB 
curriculum we intended to offer. In September 2009, Braintree Sixth Form welcomed its first cohort of 95 students into the 
brand new Braintree Sixth Form building and the Sixth Form has now grown to around 200 students.

We wish him every success in his new post as Principal at the Basildon Academies and thank him sincerely for the significant 
contribution he has made to establishing the success of Braintree Sixth Form in the future.

Mrs Young

Mrs Young joined us in April 2004 as a Reprographics and Curriculum Technician.  During her time with us as well as 
contributing to the work of the Reprographics Department, she has worked in the English and Humanities areas.  She will 
be missed by both departments and by her colleagues in reprographics, as well as many other colleagues.  However we all 
wish her well in her retirement when I am sure she will spend many happy hours walking her dog and spending time with her 
husband.

Start of the Summer Term

We return to school on Tuesday 26 April 2011 at the normal time.  Just to remind parents and carers that there are a number 
of Bank Holidays over the next few weeks.  Monday 25 April is Easter Monday hence our return to school on Tuesday.  Friday 
29 April is the Royal Wedding Day and Monday 2 May is the Spring Bank Holiday.  In the meantime I hope everybody has a 
peaceful and happy Easter break.
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On Monday 4 April the school was awarded the Leading Parent Partnership Award.  The LPPA programme supports schools’ 
work in improving students’ progress through enhanced partnership.  The LPPA themes are:

•	 Working with all key partners
•	 Effective leadership and management
•	 A welcoming and accessible environment
•	 Consultation and communication
•	 Information and guidance to support learning
•	 Developing parent-friendly policies
•	 Promoting lifelong learning activities
•	 Joint parent and child learning opportunities
•	 High quality induction and transition support for families
•	 Monitoring and evaluation of progress

Here follows some extracts from the final report. 

“The school has come a long way since it first made the decision to work towards the LPPA back in 2009.  The school has 
demonstrated a strong sense of commitment and dedication in order to make huge improvements in terms of its parental 
engagement and partnership.”

“The school has appointed a Community Engagement Co-ordinator and a Home School Liaison Officer.  These 
appointments highlight the importance that the school has given to the long term development of parental engagement.”

“The reception area has been redesigned to make it much more parent friendly and welcoming.  Attractive notice boards 
and display areas relevant to parents have been developed.”

“Technology has been utilised to really make a difference to the way the school communicates with its parents.  In 
particular the school website, which includes links to the Parent Portal and SHARP (School Help Advice and Reporting Page), 
SchoolComms and the use of email and texting have played a vital role in helping parents to keep in touch with the school 
in a more meaningful and timely manner.”

“The establishment of the Parents’ Forum and the Parents’ Council (for parents of sixth formers) have been instrumental in 
influencing the school’s approach to parent partnership.”

“Good signage has been put in place both internally and externally.  There are clearly designated areas for visitor parking.”

“Parents are able to enjoy a variety of activities/meetings out of hours in the welcoming atmosphere of the school library 
and the school canteen.”

The following comments from parents are indicative of the positive and welcoming atmosphere that has been created:
 “The way you can access information is much clearer”. 
“There is a real sense of parents being involved and in the evaluation of the Sixth Form”
“The Handbook for Parents and Carers is an outstanding example of how consultation with staff, parents and students, can 
play such a significant role in strengthening the school’s partnership with its parents. It also further strengthens the excellent 
primary to secondary transition processes already in place. In the words of one parent “The Parents’ Handbook is fantastic”.

We are very pleased that our efforts in this direction have been recognised through a national award, but we want reassure 
you that we will not become complacent and we encourage you to continue working with us and providing us with feedback 
on how we can work better together.  In June we will conduct a large scale survey (every parent, student and member of 
staff in the school) to monitor all aspects of our school’s performance and find out what you really think.  

Mrs Rachel Kelly.  
Assistant Headteacher.  
rachel.kelly@notleyhigh.com
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Dates for Your Diary

Monday 11 - 25 April 

Spring Break

Tuesday 26 April

Return to school - Week A

SLC visit to Bradbury House

Wednesday 27 April

GCSE Drama Examinations

3rd HPV injection (Year 8 girls) 9am

Zumba Dance Classes 6.45pm

Vocal Reflections Rehearsals 8pm

Thursday 28 April

GCSE Drama Examinations

Junior Maths Challenge 9am

New athletics trials Years 7 - 12 3pm

Film Club 3.15pm

GCSE Dance class 3.30pm

Karate every Thursday except for Christmas, Easter and 
Summer holidays 6pm

Friday 29 April and Monday 2 May

Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 3 - 6 May

GCSE MFL Final Controlled Assessments

Wednesday 4 May - 5 May

GCSE Art Examination

Wednesday 4 May 

Extra curricular starts

Zumba Dance Classes 6.45pm

Vocal Reflections Rehearsals 8pm

Thursday 5 May

Film Club 3.15pm

GCSE Dance class 3.30pm

Karate every Thursday except for Christmas, Easter and 
Summer holidays 6pm

Friday 6 May

Year 10 reports home

Saturday 7 - 14 May

Year 8 Rockley trip

Saturday 7 May

Stagecoach 9.15am

Monday 9 May

Year 11 English power breakfasts/lunches before GCSEs 
start 7.45am

Sailing tuition 3.30pm

Tuesday 10 May

SLC visit to Bradbury House

Wednesday 11-13 May

Year 8 Team Building Trip to Mersea Outdoor Centre

Year 10 GCSE Geography Controlled Assessment Trip 

Wednesday 11 May

Zumba Dance Classes 6.45pm

Vocal Reflections Rehearsals 8pm

Thursday 12 May

BBC Tours - Television Centre

Film Club 3.15pm

GCSE Dance class 3.30pm

Karate every Thursday except for Christmas, Easter and 
Summer holidays 6pm

Year 11 GCSE Art & Art Graphics Students’ Art Work on 
Display - Art Evening  6pm

Friday 13 May

Year 11 SLC English reading trip  

Saturday 14 May

Stagecoach 9.15am

Monday 16 - 20 May

SLC Year 10 work experience

Monday 16 May

Sailing tuition 3.30pm

Wednesday 18 May

Zumba Dance Classes 6.45pm

Vocal Reflections Rehearsals 8pm

Thursday 19 May

Film Club 3.15pm

GCSE Dance class 3.30pm

Karate every Thursday except for Christmas, Easter and 
Summer holidays 6pm

Friday 20 May

Year 7 and 8 disco 7.30pm

Newsletter

Saturday 21 - 22 May

Year 10 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Practice Weekend 

Fulham FC and Chelsea FC Match Weekend Experience

Saturday 21 May

Stagecoach 9.15am

Gifted and Talented TANGO Master Classes 9.30am

Monday 23 - 28 May

French Exchange visit to College Pablo Picasso
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Well – what can we say?!  What a week it was, with staff and 
students from Notley High School and Braintree Sixth Form joining 
in to make so many contributions to raising funds for special 
projects in Africa and here in the UK.  So many children will benefit 
from what we raised in this school.

Mr Vosper and his tutor group, 8L, had activities going on all week 
with a cookie bake sale, penalty shoot out, guess the total length 
of strawberry lace in the jar and foam pie throwing (at Mr Vosper)!  

9C and their tutor, Mrs Smith, ran an activity for four days with a 
personalities scratch poster, Mr Newman ran a trampoline session 
for Year 9 students and there was a Notley versus Alec Hunter staff 
football match after school on Friday 18 March.  There were also 
other tables and stalls in the corridors throughout the week with 
lots of different ways of raising money.  Six students from Braintree Sixth Form also joined in to assist young students with 
events at lunch times and £380 was raised by the Sixth Form body.

Three big money-spinners were Staff in the Stocks, (students taking great pleasure in throwing wet sponges at Mr Tucker, 
Miss Rabhi, Ms Cobb, Miss Stanley and Mr de Gea Fernandez), Staff Head Shave, (Mrs Bryers wielding the clippers over 
the heads of Mr Burge and Mr de Gea Fernandez) and the Staff Band (Mr Rowe, Mrs Kelly, Mrs Segura, Mr Vosper, Mr 
Swain and Mr Harris) on the Friday.  The whole week was great fun.

The grand total raised this year for Red Nose Day was a whopping £2,748.83 – a huge amount, which easily beat our 
target of £2,000.  This is a magnificent sum which will do so much for needy children.

Everyone concerned, from the students, parents and staff who held the events, to all who bought something, played a 
game or watched an event, should be very proud of themselves.  

Red Nose Day 2011 
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Mr Burge (right) and Mr de Gea Fernandez 
(left) benefitting from their ‘free’ haircuts.

Mr de Gea Fernandez is 
smiling and looks happy, 
but Mr Burge looks a bit 
‘sheepish’ as he’s being 
‘shorn’. 

Mrs Bryers looks 
like she’s enjoying 
herself anyway!

The Staff Band entertaining students in the Sports Hall at lunchtime on the main day of the event – 18 March.

(left) Tiana Patel, Ella Palmer, 
Ben Cosgrove, Jessica Park 
(BSF), Lewis Hawley & Bastian 
Stones with cheque for 
£2,748.83

Thank you so much to 
everyone for making this such 
a spectacularly special event.

Mrs Jacqui Smith
Senior Teacher
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Year 9 WW1 Project
It’s a bit like the Oscars; a waiting crowd, expectant 
nominees, a large envelope with the results and finally the 
big announcement ‘And the winner is…’

In the Key Stage 3 assembly 
at the end of term, the 
winners of the Year 9 World 
War One projects on ‘A 
soldier’s life’ will finally be 
announced.  In these projects 
pupils had to demonstrate 
a deep level of understanding of what it was like for British 
soldiers to live and fight on the western front in World 
War One.  They are encouraged to present their work 
imaginatively and the range of ways they find to do so is 
always impressive; scale models of intricate trench systems 
with authentic soldiers and weapons; amazing websites; 
reflective films and ‘diaries’ packed full of accurate 
information and showing a great deal of empathy for the 
lives of this past generation.  The photographs show just a 
few examples of the work submitted this year.

This is a project that really extends beyond the classroom. 
Older relatives are often called on to tell the stories of what 
a great uncle or great grandfather did in the war.  Many 

pupils investigating their family history discovered that 
the places and battles discussed in class had a personal 
dimension.  Parents also get involved, being called on to 
trim, hold or glue parts of models, not to mention paying 
for all the materials and transporting some of the larger 
creations in to school. 

Historians can always argue a view with great passion and 
deciding on just three winners across the year group often 

leads to lively debate, as 
teachers argue the merits 
of different pieces of work.  
This year though it was 
particularly difficult as there 
was so much work of a really 
high quality to choose from.

The decisions are made 
though.  The envelopes are 
ready for Mr Thompson 
to open next week.  The 
many pupils who know that 

they excelled 
might like to 
practice a 
gracious smile 
of acceptance 
just in case 
their name is 
called out, but 
even if it isn’t, 
congratulations 
Year 9 you did 
brilliantly. 

Miss Hill

Reflections from Year 11
Duke of Edinburgh silver expedition was braved recently by a handful of 
courageous year eleven pupils, along with other students and staff. The 
year elevens enjoyed their time in Sussex and all were very appreciative 
of the sunshine! Also, March bought more planning and scheming for 
the year eleven prom and yearbook committee as they aspire to create 
original ways to remember our last couple of months at Notley. Revision 
is becoming a more vital part of most students’ routine and we are 
likely to be back in school over the Easter break for a variety of revision 
sessions. We are very grateful for all the effort teachers and parents are 
putting in to aid us in achieving the best we can. 

Best wishes from Jake Gage, Head Boy and Bethany Mill, Head Girl. 
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Silver Duke of Edinburgh 
Practice
Last week a group of year 11, 12 and 13 
students journeyed to the North Downs 
in Sussex to complete their Silver DofE 
practice expedition.  The group were lucky 
to have some brilliant weather, although 
the nights were a little chilly for camping!

The group has been working hard to 
complete their Silver DofE award for some time now.  Already finishing sections under skill, physical and volunteering they now 
need to complete their expedition section.  

The expeditions follow strict guidelines in order to fulfil the criteria to achieve the Award.  For example the students must work in 
groups of 4 to 7 and they must finish the expedition by their own physical effort, without motorised or outside assistance.  The 
students must travel for at least 7 hours a day and use a map and compass to navigate.  The group also had to carry all of their 
own supplies including tents, stoves, food and a change of clothes.

The group of 25 was divided into smaller walking groups which seemed to have varying success with navigation! This being said, 
all the groups showed great determination and commitment and completed all challenges that were set.  The atmosphere and 
camaraderie that developed over the trip was fantastic and it was great to see the group making new friends and spending time 
with different people.

Thank you to all the students that took part and to Mr Burrows who accompanied the trip.

Miss Bonny and Mr Burge

Spring Concert
On Wednesday 30 March, the music 
department held their annual spring 
concert in the Braintree Sixth Form. The 
event was a great success with high quality 
items from all the musical ensembles 
and soloists. The Wind Band played 4 
challenging pieces including music from 
"Gladiator", "America" from West Side 
Story and "Space and Beyond", which 
included Mars form the Planet Suite.  The 
African drumming ensemble, led by Mrs 
Green, performed a fantastic improvised 
piece which was a great success.  Both choirs performed a wide range and styles of Music which was enjoyed by the audience.  
The Junior Choir performed several pieces,  including "Empire State of Mind" and joined with the Senior Choir for a performance 
of "Viva La Vida" 

 Many audience members commented on the high quality performances from the soloists and small ensembles.   Emma Bennett 
performed the Presto from Sonata in B minor by Handel.  This is a grade 8 flute piece and very challenging.  Three year 10 
students performed a piece that two of the ensemble had written.  Louise Chappell and Katie Collins composed the piece "Ghost 
Town" which they successfully performed with Chris Deith.  The Saxophone Quartet performed "I Got Rhythm" and the "The 
Entertainer".  There were also a variety of high quality vocal solos.

 For many year 11 students and all Year 
13 students, this was their last spring 
concert.  We wish them all the very best 
in their future studies and hope that you 
continue performing in a variety of musical 
ensembles.   Thank you for all of your hard 
work and efforts in everything that you 
have done in the music department over 
the years.  You will all be missed. 

Congratulations go to all of the students involved in such a successful concert - well done!

Mrs Hanna 
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Diana Award Winners – Leah Riley (9Y) and Emily Davis (9E) 
Both of these girls have shown great determination and thought to raising funds for two 
charities in particular – Muscular Dystrophy and Cancer Research UK.

Having been Jack Petchey Award winners in the autumn term, the school nominated 
them for the Diana Award.  It is our great pleasure to announce that they have indeed 
been given this.  The judges said that the work the girls had done and what they had 
achieved through all their fundraising efforts had the ‘wow’ factor they were looking 
for.  They have also been chosen to attend the national award ceremony in London on 
16 May, where they will be publicly acknowledged and presented with the Diana Award.  
This event celebrates the achievements of its winners in front of hundreds of people.

The Diana Award was set up in 1999 in memory of Princess Diana to recognise ‘young people who inspire the lives of 
others’ and to act as a lasting legacy to her belief in the power of young people to change the world.  So far they have 
given 30,000 young people from across the UK special recognition through their award schemes. Their award encourages 
these exceptional young people to continue building a better society for all.  Leah and Emily are now part of this legacy.

Diana Award – criteria:  for individuals aged 12-18 who make a sustained, selfless contribution to their community, and 
who demonstrate exceptional personal qualities. These young people receive the Diana Award, which is now assessed by 
a quality panel of experienced and talented individuals.  Evidence required: 3 testimonials, 2 from adults who know the 
nominee in a professional capacity plus 1 from someone who has benefitted from the nominee’s work.

It is clear from the demanding criteria that Leah and Emily have each accomplished something remarkable.  They truly 
are role models who continue to inspire their friends and those around them with their ongoing fundraising efforts.  
Congratulations for an outstanding achievement!

Emily Davis 9E Leah Riley 9Y
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Marsh Farm

On Friday 25 March all of SLC went 
on a school trip to Marsh Farm.  
When we went to Marsh Farm we 
saw loads of animals. We saw a 
donkey, cows, ferrets, chickens, 
Llamas, pigs, Guinea pigs. sheep, 
birds, horses, alpaccas and rabbits. 
When we got there we got loads of 
food to feed the animals with but 
there were some animals that we 
were were not allowed to

feed.  Such as animals like the 
alpaccas, llamas and cows.  After 
we had seen half of the animals we 
went on a tractor ride.  We had a 
go at milking a pretend cow and 
then we watched a real cow being 
milked.  The milk felt warm. We all 
went on a walk down to the River 
Crouch.  When we got to the river 
me, Martin, Charlie and Josh were 
having a game to see who could 
throw a stone the furthest and guess 
what?  I won!!!!  When  we had 
all finished we had to go back to 
school.

I thought the day was so good I 
want to go back!
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JACK PETCHEY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
 
We are very pleased to announce that the winner for March is 
Alex Douglas, 10T.  Alex wanted to raise money for BBC 
Children in Need, so last November he ran a 26 mile 
marathon.  Prior to that his longest run had been 8 miles.  
However, with a month’s training, (running and in the gym), 
and a lot of determination he completed the full marathon in 
4 hours and 31 minutes and raised the total of £208 for children. 
 
Alex’s father brought this feat of endurance to the attention of Mrs Hill, Alex’s tutor, in 
a letter: 
 
“Alex even tried to persuade some of his mates to run as well!  He would not be dissuaded 
from setting a slightly smaller goal, like half a marathon; his longest training run up to this 
point was a very creditable 8 miles. 
 
With a small support crew (a lift to Gt Dunmow from Sandra and his Dad on a bike with 
accurate milometer and nourishment) he started off on the Flitch Way at Gt Dunmow at 
11.15am.  Alex ran from Gt Dunmow all along the Flitch Way to Braintree Station (8 miles) 
then back to Gt Dunmow, then back to Braintree Station. This left just over 2 miles for the full 
26 miles and the few yards, so he turned back and ran to Rayne Station and twice round the 
old platform to ensure the full distance.  A time of 4 hours 31 minutes was posted which many 
more experienced runners would be proud of”. 
 
That is a very commendable time, as it is the time an adult 
would have achieved.  For his Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
Alex is currently volunteering in a local Cancer Research 
charity shop at weekends, so he is continuing to support the 
community. 
 
He wishes his £200 from the Jack Petchey Foundation to be given to PARC, which is a 
local Braintree charity which supports children with various physical and learning 
disabilities and their families. 

 
Mr Newman, Deputy Headteacher, presenting Alex Douglas with his Jack Petchey Award 
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