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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Pupil Absence/Late Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should 
be called on a daily basis to 
report your child late or sick.

“Working together, achieving together”

Art Exhibition
Art students from Notley High 
School and Braintree Sixth Form 
will be exhibiting their work at the 
Dome Gallery in Braintree Library 
this term. 
The exhibition is free, and open 
to all members of the public.  
The work will be on display from 
Wednesday 22 June until Monday 
11 July 2011.  

NOTLEY HIGH SCHOOL AND 
BRAINTREE SIXTH FORM

CLEANERS

Required to join our large cleaning department
Various hours are available between 3.15 pm and 8.00 pm

For more information please contact

Mrs Wood on 01376 556319 for an informal conversation
Rate of pay is £6.30 per hour plus holiday pay

Previous applicants need not apply

Notley High School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 

commitment 

We were pleased to welcome four English speaking Chinese teachers to Notley 
High School and Braintree Sixth Form this week.  Ms Yu Wei (Grace), Mr Gao 
Erhao (Gerry), Ms Cai Feiyan (Doris) and Ms Hua Zhanhong (Lily), from the 
cities of Wuxi and Suzhou in Jiangsu, are staying with host families from our 
school for the next four weeks, whilst participating in the Chinese Learning 
and Teaching Programme.  During this time, our visitors will receive six days 
professional development training focused on learning and teaching in various 
venues throughout Essex, with the remainder of the time spent here in school. 
Throughout their time with us, they will undertake some teaching of Mandarin 
to our year 7 students.  We will have pleasure in providing you with further 
information in next month’s newsletter.  We would like to thank our four host 
families for accommodating our visitors.

歡迎  Huān yíng      Welcome 
 

We were pleased to welcome four English speaking Chinese teachers to Notley High School and 
Braintree Sixth Form this week.  Ms Yu Wei (Grace), Mr Gao Erhao (Gerry), Ms Cai Feiyan (Doris) 
and Ms Hua Zhanhong (Lily), from the cities of Wuxi and Suzhou in Jiangsu, are staying with 
host families from our school for the next four weeks, whilst participating in the Chinese 
Learning and Teaching Programme.  During this time, our visitors will receive six days 
professional development training focused on learning and teaching in various venues 
throughout Essex, with the remainder of the time spent here in school. Throughout their time 
with us, they will undertake some teaching of Mandarin to our year 7 students.  We will have 
pleasure in providing you with further information in next month’s newsletter.  We would like 
to thank our four host families for accommodating our visitors. 
 

歡迎  Huān yíng      Welcome 
 

We were pleased to welcome four English speaking Chinese teachers to Notley High School and 
Braintree Sixth Form this week.  Ms Yu Wei (Grace), Mr Gao Erhao (Gerry), Ms Cai Feiyan (Doris) 
and Ms Hua Zhanhong (Lily), from the cities of Wuxi and Suzhou in Jiangsu, are staying with 
host families from our school for the next four weeks, whilst participating in the Chinese 
Learning and Teaching Programme.  During this time, our visitors will receive six days 
professional development training focused on learning and teaching in various venues 
throughout Essex, with the remainder of the time spent here in school. Throughout their time 
with us, they will undertake some teaching of Mandarin to our year 7 students.  We will have 
pleasure in providing you with further information in next month’s newsletter.  We would like 
to thank our four host families for accommodating our visitors. 
 

歡迎  Huān yíng      Welcome 
 

We were pleased to welcome four English speaking Chinese teachers to Notley High School and 
Braintree Sixth Form this week.  Ms Yu Wei (Grace), Mr Gao Erhao (Gerry), Ms Cai Feiyan (Doris) 
and Ms Hua Zhanhong (Lily), from the cities of Wuxi and Suzhou in Jiangsu, are staying with 
host families from our school for the next four weeks, whilst participating in the Chinese 
Learning and Teaching Programme.  During this time, our visitors will receive six days 
professional development training focused on learning and teaching in various venues 
throughout Essex, with the remainder of the time spent here in school. Throughout their time 
with us, they will undertake some teaching of Mandarin to our year 7 students.  We will have 
pleasure in providing you with further information in next month’s newsletter.  We would like 
to thank our four host families for accommodating our visitors. 
 



Page 2  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 313 - 17 June 2011

Louise (2nd from the left) and team preparing for their 
assessment expedition

Training day in March

Yellow Team

Green Team

Hannah (middle) and team preparing to trek from Maldon 
to Danbury

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Louise Chappell and Hannah Cureton 
who are the first year 10 students to complete their Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) this year!  Louise first signed up 
to DofE last summer and taught piano for her volunteering 
section, marching for her physical section and continued 
to learn clarinet for her skill section.  Hannah volunteered 
at Brownies, played netball for her physical section and 
learnt to be a netball umpire for her skill section.  Both 
girls also took part in a training day, a practice weekend 
and an assessment weekend with their teams as part of the 
expedition section.  Hopefully Louise and Hannah will be 
the first of many students to complete their Bronze award 
and collect their official certificate and badge.

New Bronze Participants

Since February, 19 new DofE students have been working 
towards their bronze award.  As well as completing the 
sections of physical, skill and volunteering, the students 
took part in a training day in March to learn how to cook, 
navigate and set up camp. 

Practice Expedition

The group also completed a practice expedition weekend 
which took place towards the end of May.  During the 
weekend the groups had to navigate from Pleshey to 
Skreens Park in Chelmsford.  This was the first time the 
groups were able to navigate independently and although 
a there were some ‘navigational errors’ by the end of 
the weekend, the groups were a lot more confident and 
working together really well.  As well as walking, navigating 
and having to set up camp each student had to carry their 
own provisions for the weekend.  This meant having to 
carry cooking equipment and tents as well as personal 
items such as food and clothes.  Seem as some of the 
students admitted to not even walking to school – they did 
extremely well! 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh



Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 313 - 17 June 2011 Page 3

Assessment Expedition

Over the last weekend the teams have now completed their 
assessment expedition.  This involved the groups hiking 
from Maldon to Great Leighs, camping out at Riffhams in 
Danbury.  Each student had to follow strict conditions to 
pass the assessment and support their team in order to 
get everyone through the assessment.  The teams coped 

Blue Team All groups at Riffhams, Danbury

well with harder to navigate woods and intermittent rain 
on Sunday.  We are proud to say that all students involved 
passed their assessment and that we look forward to giving 
out their certificates as they finish off their other sections.

Miss Bonny and Mr Burge

On Friday 10 June 32 students 4 staff from IES Foramontanos and IES José Hierro, two secondary schools located in 
Cantabria, Spain, visited Notley High School. 

Students and staff were given a tour of the school.  The Spanish students then spent the afternoon pupil tracking an English 
partner, in order to get a taste of what school life is really like in England. 

The feedback from all the Spanish students was very positive.  One of them said “I would really like to do an exchange 
with Notley, I enjoyed the experience very much”.  Another participant, Eliott Whipps (10B), commented “I really liked the 
experience, my partner was really nice and I also learnt some Spanish slang!”

Notley High School values the links it has established with these two Spanish Schools, and is exploring ways in which our 
relationship can be developed. Watch this space for further info.

tom.baster@notleyhigh.com

Spanish School Visit
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Dates for Your Diary

Saturday 18 June
FNHS Summer Event

Stagecoach 9.15

Monday 20 June

GCSE German Listening 
Examination 9.00

Years 9 and 12 Mentoring 
Session 11.05

Sailing Tuition 15.30

Tuesday 21 June 

Primary School Music Festival 13.00

Wednesday 22 June

District Sports 9.00

Primary Hub Masterchef Competition 13.30

Zumba Dance Classes 18.45

Vocal Reflections Rehearsals 20.00

Thursday 23 June

Year 6 Transition Day

GCSE Food Technology Examination 13.30

PSL Assemblies 14.15

Film Club 15.15

GCSE Dance Class  15.30   

Karate every Thursday except for Christmas, Easter and 
Summer holidays  18.00

Year 6 Transition Evening  19.00

Friday 24 June

Braintree College Increased Flexibility Programme Years 
10/11 end

Year 6 Transition Day

10B1 Statistics Trip 08.45

PSL Assemblies  14.15

Saturday 25 June

Stagecoach 9.15

Monday 27 June

GCSE Statistics (Foundation) Examination 9.00

GCSE Statistics (Higher) Examination 9.00

GCSE BCS Examination 13.30

GCSE German Reading Examination 13.30

NHS CPD/New Staff Induction Session 15.30

Sailing Tuition 15.30

Tuesday 28 June

Year 9 and 10 GCSE Science Module Examinations 9.00

SLC Visit to Bradbury House 13.25

Charmaine Frampton - Aerobics Class 18.00

Wednesday 29 June

District Sports reserve date 9.00

FNHS Committee Meeting 19.30

Zumba Dance Classes 18.45

Vocal Reflections Rehearsals 20.00

Thursday 30 June

Year 7 reports home 

NHS Newsletter Published

Mentoring Session (Miss R Bonny) 11.15

Film Club 15.15

GCSE Dance Class  15.30   

Karate every Thursday except for Christmas, Easter and 
Summer holidays  18.00

Friday 1 July

BTEC Expedition - Miss Wilson 

INSET Day

Saturday 2 July 

Stagecoach 9.15

FNHS
It is hard to believe that the 
end of the school year is fast 
approaching.

Your children will hopefully have 
recently brought home some 
grand draw tickets to sell, which 
we would actively encourage 
you to buy, so that we can 
continue to provide much 
needed funds to the school.

So far this year, we have raised the sum of £655.60 
following a successful quiz night and fish and chip supper 
at the end of January and £441.86 from discos for years 
7 and 8.  This has enabled us to donate £485 to Design 
Technology, £600 to Dance and Performing Acts and £156 
to the Art Department.  Many thanks to all those who 
support our fund-raising efforts.

To raise more money a reminder that a simple way to do 
this without leaving the comfort of your home is to do all 
online shopping via the link below www.easyfundingraising.
org.uk/causes/fonhs.  

By following this link to enter your usual sites, like Amazon, 
Tescos etc. money is donated directly to the school without 

any further cost to you. Why not give it a try! 

The last meeting for the year will be held on 
Wednesday 29 June at 7.30pm in the school library.  

All parents are most welcome.
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Football Trip to Chelsea FC and Fulham FC

On Saturday 21 May at 8am, a group of 33 Notley High 
School students from Years 7-11 started their journey to Old 
Cranleighan Sports Grounds where they were greeted by 
some Academy Coaches from Chelsea Football Club.  They 
took part in a full morning’s training session before stopping 
for lunch.

After lunch, we travelled to Stamford Bridge, the home of 
Chelsea Football Club in West London for a tour of the 
ground.  The students got a behind the scenes look at the 
Press Room, the Changing Rooms and got to walk down the 
tunnel onto the side of the pitch before walking up into the 
stands to learn about some of the historical elements of the 
stadium.

In the evening, we checked into a hotel in Basingstoke and 
went Ten Pin Bowling at the local bowling alley.

Sunday morning started with the group travelling to Fulham 
Football Club’s First Team training facilities at Motspur Park.  
We trained on 3G Astroturf pitches during the morning session 
and then got to train on Fulham FC’s First Team training pitch 
in the afternoon, something that isn’t normally allowed.

To finish off the trip, we got back into the coach and travelled 
to Craven Cottage, home of Fulham Football Club to watch 
Fulham take on Arsenal.  It was a very entertaining match that 
finished 2-2. Fulham took the lead twice but couldn’t hold on 
after having a man sent off.

The PE Department would like to extend our thanks to 
everybody that made this trip a success, from the parents of 
those involved to the students that attended.  Hopefully we can 
arrange something similar in the future.
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By Lucy Dear 8H

Mersea 2011
Mersea was so unique and I would definitely revisit!

I had so much fun there, simply just being away with my 
friends let alone all the activities we done. There was 
never a dull moment, early mornings, endless activities, 
comfy cabins and the thrill of being outdoors. Mersea 
offers so many opportunities for everyone. I spoke to a 
lot of people that I had never spoken to before! The 
activities included were: 

Caving
Orienteering
Rock Climbing
Team Building
Off road biking
Adventure Courses
Zip Wire

... And lots more!

I recommend this trip to a lot of other kids that love to 
get outdoors and get stuck in! A thoroughly enjoyable 

trip.

The Mersea Residential Trip! 
Mersea, known for its beautiful beaches, then add 25 children 
and you get the holiday of a lifetime!  Mersea was amazing, 
simple activities had never been more fun.  Being with my 
friends was amazing enough but then the thought of early 
mornings, late night sleepovers, exquisite food and the 
exhilaration of constantly doing tasks was just brilliant. 

The activities included were: 

• Arial Runway(zip wire) 

• Rock Climbing 

• Team Building  

• Orienteering 

• Off Road Biking  

• Caving 

• Adventure Course etc 

The task I mainly enjoyed was the Adventure Course purely 
because Mrs Bryers got stuck in between the tyres!  I usually 
don’t enjoy outdoor adventures but everyone encouraging 
you was really helpful!  I would recommend this to everyone 
of all ages.  I thoroughly enjoyed this trip and would without 
a doubt definitely revisit. 

 

Mersea Outdoor Learning Centre
The two groups of around 60 students went to Mersea and 
had a wonderful experience.  There were many activities 
taking place including…

•	 Off road biking;
•	 Climbing
•	 Aerial Runway (Large Zip-Wire);
•	 Orienteering;
•	 Adventure Courses etc.

There was also a disco on the second day.  Although there 
were only 3 days, it seemed longer when taking part.  Most 
people took part in everything. We got back with very muddy 
clothes due to dirty tasks.  The weather wasn’t 
bad either, only a few specs of rain and 
some sunny spells.  It wasn’t very cold.   The 
food was very tasty too, there were dishes 
including:

•	 Shepherd’s Pie
•	 Pizza
•	 Full English Breakfast
•	 Roast Dinner

We also had hot chocolate and 
biscuits before going back to our 
cabins at night. 

The group I was participating in were very brave, 
trying everything, and some of them trying to face their fears, 
(mostly heights).  The scenery was immaculate. Off in the 
distance, you could see the great wind farm.  Most people 
took part in the disco.  There were songs released recently, 
and older songs.  There were tunes including:

•	 The Macarena
•	 The Cha, Cha Slide

These were the songs in which everyone took part in.  We had 
a lot of free time.

We got back to school tired and warn out at about 14:40

Marc Hughes 8E

By Lucy Dear 8H

Mersea 2011
Mersea was so unique and I would definitely revisit!

I had so much fun there, simply just being away with my 
friends let alone all the activities we done. There was 
never a dull moment, early mornings, endless activities, 
comfy cabins and the thrill of being outdoors. Mersea 
offers so many opportunities for everyone. I spoke to a 
lot of people that I had never spoken to before! The 
activities included were: 

Caving
Orienteering
Rock Climbing
Team Building
Off road biking
Adventure Courses
Zip Wire

... And lots more!

I recommend this trip to a lot of other kids that love to 
get outdoors and get stuck in! A thoroughly enjoyable 

trip.

The Mersea Residential Trip

The Mersea trip was extremely 
enjoyable and full of new 
opportunities for all of the pupils 
that went.

These included... 

• Off road biking 
• Rock climbing 
• A zip wire 
• Orienteering
• Teambuilding etc.

The weather was also a bonus,
completely opposite to typical 
English rain and storms. As well as 
all that there was a disco on the 
second night which was rather 
enjoyable and extremely funny.

The food, the most critical part of 
my review. It was exquisite nobody 
complained and it was delicious.

By Bastian Stones 8L
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Rockley 2011

On Saturday 7 May 94 year 8 students 
and 8 staff set off for the annual team 
building trip to France with Rockley 
Adventure. 

We arrived after a long overnight 
journey and got straight into activities, 
on the water by 11am!

Students stayed in large tents for the 
week mixing with other Tutor Groups 
and making new friends. For the 
next 6 days students learnt how to 
sail, windsurf, kayak and had the 
opportunity to go mountain biking, 
body boarding, high ropes and lots 
of other team building games and 
initiative exercises.

One evening we visited Dune De 
Pyla, the largest sand dune in Europe.  
We all climbed the 107metres to the 
top and watched the sunset over the 
Atlantic and then had fun running, 
rolling and jumping down. Some 
students managed it 6 times!

During our day out we visited 
Biscarosse where students practised 
their French speaking in the local 
shops and went body boarding in the 
surf.  Many students were amazed that 
they were able to speak French and 
actually be understood!  Lots of smiles 
all round.

Our French Affair evening took place 
mid week and students had the 
opportunity to try mussels, frog’s legs 
and snails.  There were a few squeals 
and up turned noses but on the whole 
the majority tried and enjoyed the new 
tastes.

Students sent post cards home to 
parents on Wednesday and some of 
the comments were priceless:

“I am having such a good time, I am 
not coming home” 

“I have met lots of people from other 
forms and made some new friends”

“Thank you so much for paying for 
me to come on this trip it is the best 
experience I have ever had”

All of the students behaved extremely 
well and we had comments from the 
staff on the ferry and adults on the 
campsite complementing us on the 
good manners and politeness of the 
children.  They were a credit to the 
school and to their parents.

I would like to say a big thank you to 
the staff who accompanied me on the 
trip: Mr Ewing, Mr Burrows, Mr Burge, 
Mr Vosper, Miss Cook, Miss Auston, 
Miss Cobb and to the students for 
making it a very memorable week 
away.

Mrs Segura
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Art Master Class
Dustin Price 11T, Tim Tokley 11H and Olivia Adams 10O 
attended an “exceptionally able” Master Class at Tate 
Britain.

We had chosen to look at ‘Portraits and Identity’, this 
ranged from Victorian pieces to the present day.  We 
focused on the changes in style, subject matter and 
material usage.  We studied pre-Raphaelite paintings, 
Pop Art, sculpture and 20th century celebrity photography.  
In studying the theme of identity we were able to see 
how identity adapted and progressed; for example in 
Elizabethan art the occupants of the painting appear to be 
very pale.  This showed they were wealthy and didn’t have 
to go outside to work like peasants who would have darker 
skin.  Of course today some people prefer a slightly less 
subtle shade of orange. 

We also did a large amount of practical work, working with 
the other 14 members of the group from other schools, 
experimenting with different techniques, modernising some 
pieces, and bringing some rather emotionless portraits to 

life.

We were also given many opportunities to look around 
the gallery, and experience some of the installations.  One 
of the most surreal and wonderful installation was “coral 
reef”, a twist between communist Russia and a collection 
of offices.

As this was an independent trip we were required to find 
our own way to the gallery and back, Dustin and I found 
the railway the most convenient means of getting around.  
We found the day very productive and enjoyable, 5 hours 
of working with other like minded people in one of the 
country’s best art galleries.  With just enough time to stop 
off in Camden Market on the way home. 

Our thanks to the Notley High Art department and the 
senior staff for organising and funding this experience for 
us. 

Tim Tokley 11H                                                                                                       
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Year 5 Days
Over the past fortnight we have welcomed Year 5 students 
from John Ray Junior, Notley Green, Rayne, White Notley, 
White Court and Terling Primary school.  The Year 5 
students had the opportunity to spend the day at Notley 
High School, taking part in some ‘taster’ sessions and 
generally getting a feel for the school.  Each group of 
students experienced 3 lessons, had an assembly from the 
CHIPS team and were supported by two Year 9 guides.   
The idea behind the taster days is for the younger students 
to start to get to know older students and staff and to dispel 
some of the fears of transitioning to secondary school.  

“I’ve had a really good day, everyone was really friendly.  
The thing I was worried about the most was teachers being 
scary but everyone has been really nice.  I enjoyed Science 
the most as we got to use Bunsen burners and we don’t 
have them in our school”.  John Ray Junior, Year 5 student.

“I was worried that there would be no one to help me when 
I got to secondary school and everyone would be too busy.  
I know now that I can talk to the CHIPS team and that there 
are lots of people who will be able to help me.  I can’t wait 
to get to Notley High!”  Notley Green, Year 5 Student.

A big thank you to Mrs Smith who organised the days, to 
Notley High staff who ran lessons for the Year 5 students 
and to the Year 9 guides who were excellent hosts to the 
younger students.

Tesco Vouchers
A massive thank you to everyone who donated Tesco vouchers this 
year and to Mrs Daniels in the office and the student guides for 
counting them all!  We received nearly 16,000 vouchers this year.

With the vouchers we have been able to order some great 
equipment such as African drums, butterfly habitats, memory sticks, 
French books and loads more!  Hopefully we should receive most of 
the equipment as we come back to school in September.

Sainsbury’s Vouchers
We are still collecting Sainsbury’s vouchers and will be placing our 
order at the end of June.  Please send in any vouchers that you have 
and take them to the collection box in the library. 
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office and the student guides for counting them all!  We received nearly 16,000 vouchers this year. 
 
With the vouchers we have been able to order some great equipment such as African drums, 
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of the equipment as we come back to school in September. 
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GCSE Art Evening 2011
The achievements of our GCSE Fine Art and Art Graphics students were celebrated at the annual GCSE Art Private View 
on Thursday 12 May.  Students, Parents, Governors and friends enjoyed viewing the work produced over the past 2 years.  
On display were a range of drawings, prints, paintings and 3D work.  The clay totem poles inspired by the workshop with 
visiting artist Paula Wilson were also much admired.  Everyone was impressed with the high standard of the student’s work. 

Many of our GCSE students will now progress to A Level and college courses. Well done!

New Printing Press
Thanks to the generosity of the 
Friends of Notley High School the Art 
Department has just taken delivery 
of a professional printing press.  The 
Major George A2 portable printing 
press is especially suitable for 
collagraph, lino cuts and other forms 
of relief printing and will allow us to 
expand the range of techniques that 
we can offer students.  A huge thank 
you to the Friends.

Clay totem pole by Jonathan Rawlinson

Portrait by Kaya Tokkan

Portrait by Nicole 
Cosens

Flowers by Leanne Simkins

Parents, students and friends 
enjoy the Art Evening
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Lockers
Please be aware that at the end of 
every term, all lockers are emptied 
and cleaned, all pupils must empty 
their lockers before the end of term.  
At the end of the summer term, all 
padlocks must be taken home.

If you have a child off sick and 
is unable to empty the locker please contact the school office 
before the end of term.

Any contents left inside lockers will be disposed of.

Pupil Absence/Late Lines  
Year 7 01376 556347

Year 8   01376 556348

Year 9  01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

The absence lines should be called on a daily basis to 
report your child late or sick.

Important Information For Parents

     The School Day      

AM Registration 8.40 – 8.45

Period 1 8.45 – 9.45

Period 2 9.45 – 10.45

Break / Raft 10.45 – 11.25

Period 3 11.25 – 12.25

Period 4 12.25 – 1.25

Lunch 1.25 – 2.10

PM Registration 2.10 – 2.15

Period 5 2.15 – 3.15

We are now using text and email messaging to communicate 
school news, updates, reminders, events and other important 
communication.  Text and email messaging is a discreet, 
convenient, secure and reliable method of communication, which 
will save the school time and money by reducing the burden on 

our busy administration team, allowing us to focus on learning.

We understand the importance of working in partnership with the families of our children to ensure that each child receives the best 
education that the school can offer.  Text and email messaging will help us to keep you informed at all times so that together we can 
offer the best support for your child.

From time to time you will receive a text message or email from the school.  

It is important that you please only respond to absence and late messages received via 
Schoolcomms.  For all other messages, please contact the school in the usual way.

Lost Property
All lost property is placed on racks 
outside the staffroom.  If your child has 
lost anything, please encourage them to 
look there.  Please be aware that all lost 
property is disposed of at the end of each 
half term.

     

     

If you have any concerns, the following procedure is in place;

Contact 1  Tutor - via email (see list) or phone call via the School Office 01376 556300

Contact 2  Assistant Year Leader;

Ms Shipton - Years 7,8 & 9 - via email (jane.shipton@notleyhigh.com)

Mrs Salmon - Years 10 & 11 - via email (mandy.salmon@notleyhigh.com)

or phone call via the School Office 

Contact 3  Year Leader - via email (see list) or phone call via the School Office

If your query is still unresolved after contacting the above staff, you may be directed to a senior member of staff.

You will always be referred, in the first instance, to your child’s tutor, who will respond within 48 hours.

We ask that you copy your child’s tutor into all email correspondence with the school so that they can 
maintain an overview.
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