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“Working together, achieving together”

In Brief...
Diary
Here are a few diary items to note, 
for a full list of diary events please 
visit the online school calendar at 
http://notleyhigh.com/school-
calendar

Thursday 22 November - 
Open Evening for Year 12 intake 
September 2013 6pm - 8.30pm

Open Week School Tours will run 
from Monday 1 October – Friday 5 
October, 9 – 10am. Please contact 
reception to make an appointment 
on 01376 556300.

3 October - FoNHS AGM

If you receive a paper copy 
of this newsletter and would 
prefer an electronic copy, 
please ensure we have your 
correct email address on file.  
Please email 

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com 

Information, Advice & 
Guidance Evening
Thank you to parents/carers of 
students in Years 10 and 11 for 
attending the recent Information, 
Advice & Guidance evening.  The 
booklets and presentations from the 
evening can be found on the school 
website.

Once again, were delighted with the achievement of our Year 11 students in the 
recent GCSE examinations. 

81% of the Year 11 students achieved 5 or more A*-C grades, with 64% achieving 
this measure including English and mathematics. 98% of students achieved 1 or 
more A*-G grades and there were many outstanding individual achievements 
across the whole ability range.  Leading the highest achievers were Shaleem 
Ahmed, with 8 A* grades, an A grade and a Distinction in OCR National ICT and 
April Woulfe with 7 A* and 3 A grades.

Last year our students made a dramatic improvement in GCSE performance on 
the key measure of 5 or more A*-C grades, including English and mathematics 
and we were delighted that this year group sustained that performance. This year 
our students also beat all previous records on the wider measure of 5 or more 
A*-C grades in any subjects.

I congratulate every one of them on their success and extend my sincere thanks to 
governors, staff and parents/carers for their tireless support which has contributed 
to this success for our students.  Many of these students have returned to Braintree 
Sixth Form and our best wishes for the future go to those who have left us to 
pursue future opportunities elsewhere.

Braintree Sixth Form Results
Students and staff at Braintree Sixth Form were celebrating another excellent set of 
A level results. A 99% pass rate included 49% of students gaining A*-B grades and 
77% gaining A*-C grades.

A level students Chloe Beckett and Ellie Hicks secured places at Oxbridge. Chloe’s 
impressive A*A*AA grades means that she will be enrolling in Homerton College, 
Cambridge to read History. Ellie’s A*AA grades, combined with her excellent 
musical performance at interview, have gained her a place at University College, 
Oxford to read Music. Other top performers included Craig Woodcock (A*A*AA), 
who will be reading Maths at University of Warwick and Emily Price, who gained 
A* A* A.

Co-Directors of Sixth Form, Sarah Steadman and Kate Stubbs were delighted 
with the results. Sarah Steadman commented, ‘This excellent set of results 
demonstrates the hard work and commitment of all the students. We were 

GCSE Results

continued on page 2

http://notleyhigh.com/school-calendar
http://notleyhigh.com/school-calendar
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delighted to see so many of them choosing to continue with their education and are proud to see so many of them 
securing places at top universities.’ Kate Stubbs added, ‘We are excited about welcoming a new cohort of future high 
achievers into Braintree Sixth Form.’

We also celebrated a strong second set of IB Diploma results at the end of last term.  Many of our IB students progressed 
to higher education and we congratulate all our sixth form students, A Level and IB, on their success this year.  My thanks 
also go to all the staff and parents/carers who supported them so well.  For more details please go to page 9.

Partnership with The Ramsey College, Halstead
You may be aware from recent press coverage that at the end of last term we were asked by the Local Authority to offer 
interim leadership support to The Ramsey College in Halstead, following an Ofsted inspection which placed the college 
in Special Measures.  As a result of this request Daniel Gee, one of our Deputy Headteachers, has been seconded to 
Ramsey as Headteacher of the college for the duration of this academic year.  I will also be working across both schools 
throughout this academic year as Executive Headteacher.  We have carried out some restructuring of the Notley High 
School & Braintree Sixth Form Senior Leadership Team as a result of Mr Gee’s secondment.  The restructured Senior 
Leadership Team at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form is as follows:

Mr S Thompson Headteacher

Mr R Newman Senior Deputy Headteacher

Mr J Fuller Acting Deputy Headteacher

Mrs R Kelly Acting Deputy Headteacher

Mr M Higgon Assistant Headteacher

Mrs S Steadman Assistant Headteacher

Mrs K Stubbs Assistant Headteacher

Mr L Hopkins School Business Manager

Mr T Baster Acting Assistant Headteacher

Mr N Vosper Acting Assistant Headteacher

Mr K Ferguson Acting Associate Senior Leader

We welcome Mr Baster, Mr Ferguson and Mr Vosper to their new roles on the Senior Leadership Team for this academic 
year.  Mr Fuller and Mrs Kelly have taken on new roles as Deputy Headteachers for this academic year.

The governors and I were keen to support The Ramsey College when asked to do so by the Local Authority and Mr 
Gee has made a good start in his new role in Halstead.  We see this work as an important part of our designation as 
a National Support School and my own designation as a National Leader of Education.  We are also confident that the 
newly formed Senior Leadership Team here will ensure that our support for Ramsey does not lessen our determination to 
secure further improvement at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form.

New Staff
We welcome the following staff to the school:

Miss C Jones Languages Teacher

Mr A Lugton Trainee ICT Teacher

Mrs C Meyerhoff English Teacher

Mrs S Moodie English Teacher

Ms C O’Neill Design & Technology Teacher

Dr K Prior Science Teacher

Mrs N Ross English Teacher

Miss S Rust English Teacher

Mrs L Spooner Science Teacher

Mrs K Ward Science Teacher

Miss K White Philosophy, Ethics & Religion Teacher

Mrs K Kouchuk Student Services Administration Support

Mr T Beal Year Leader Year 12

Mr D Boakes Mathematics Teacher

Mrs D Bowden Science Teacher

Mr N Bridgwater Science Teacher

Mrs E Currie Design & Technology Teacher

Mr De Gea 

Fernandez Languages Teacher

Mrs F Dennis Assistant Year Leader

Mr M Hanton Trainee Chemistry Teacher

Mr S Harvey Science Teacher

Mr R Hill  Mathematics Teacher

Mrs L James Trainee Mathematics Teacher 
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The Essex Chronicle Visits Notley’s New Students…Again!
On Monday 10 September, a reporter from The 
Essex Chronicle visited Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form again, following the success 
of last year’s ‘When I grow up’ feature.  The Essex 
Chronicle is including this annual feature and was 
featured in the 14 September 2012 edition.  The 
idea behind this article is to ask students what they 
would like to be when they are older and revisit the 
students on a yearly basis to see if their aspirations 
have changed.  Notley High School & Braintree 
Sixth Form was privileged to be featured once 
again.  Louie O’Doherty 8L, Jonathan Edge 

8N, Katelin Dewing 8L, Jodie Douse 8Y and 
Georgia Rathe 8T were selected last year and have therefore been interviewed 
and photographed again this year.  One such example is Jodie, who mentioned 
last year that she would like a career in art but was more specific this year, 
mentioning that she was interested in architecture or interior design.  

Paralympic Trip
On our first Thursday back after 
the summer break, 45 students 
and 6 staff made their way to the 
Paralympic Games at the Olympic 
Park.  The students involved were 
a mix of GCSE PE and members of 
the SLC Department.  All students 
were excited and looking forward 
to the trip.

We all had ‘Day Passes’ which 
allowed us to view many different 
events all on the same day.  We were lucky enough to see wheelchair tennis, 
goalball and the increasingly popular wheelchair rugby (or ‘Murder Ball’ as its 
also known).  All 3 events were very inspiring with the chance to see top athletes 
performing right before us.

However, the main highlight was wheelchair rugby.  All students’ were amazed 
at how aggressive and brutal the sport was.  I was then asked a number of times 
after this event, “Can we play this at school Sir?”

The trip was a great success and an inspiration to all that went.

Skreens Park Trip

Everyone in SLC went to Skreens Park 
on Tuesday 10 July and came back on 
Thursday 12 July.

Tuesday 10 July we had played games 
both indoors and outdoors.  For lunch 
Mr Bailey cooked a barbeque.  At 
night Mrs Cureton brought her puppy.  
Then Mr Burge came and we had a 
bonfire.  

Wednesday 11 July we all made 
sandwiches and we went to Harry 
Potter Studios and went on tour.  They 
had paintings of the characters and 
the set where they filmed.

Thursday 12 July we had a visitor from 
another school and we played outdoor 
games and we had lunch outdoors.  
Then we packed up ready to go back 
to school.

We had a great time.                         

By Yan-Yan Li in SLC

Year 8 Rewards Trip
On Friday 21 September, 
48 students were given the 
opportunity to visit Namco 
Funscape bowling alley in 
Braintree as part of a Year 8 
rewards trip.  Students that 
participated were those that 
achieved excellent homework 
and classwork effort grades in 
their end of Year 7 report. 

As we made the short journey to the bowling alley, the students all seemed very 
excited at the prospect of the trip, as well as missing one of their afternoon 
lessons!  When we arrived, students got into groups of 6 or 7 and made their 
way to the lanes where the fierce competition began.  At one point, Josh Nicoll 
managed to score a spare with a rather slow moving bowling ball!  Toby Piper 
was also a clear leader at one point in his group’s game.  All students had an 
enjoyable afternoon celebrating their success. 

Well done Year 8. Keep up the good work!
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Clubs and Extra Curricular Activities - Autumn Term 2012
Clubs running on Wednesday after school (clubs will run from 3.15pm – 4.20pm, late buses will be provided leaving 
at 4-30pm – please see bus route on school website)

Club Venue Staff 

Art Club Yr 9 Art Dept Miss Payne

Art Club for GCSE (Coursework catch-up) Art Dept Miss Pilling

Computer Club  (Nintendo, Wii Sport/Fit & games, also 
homework)

G29 Mrs Haight

Drama Club / Production (details to be confirmed but 
please speak to your Drama teacher for details)

Drama Studio Mrs Hall

Gardening Club F15 Mrs Wallace

Mandarin and Chinese Culture Enrichment Club F2 See Miss Stoneley for details

PE Clubs Various Please see separate list

Science Club G26 Mr Vosper

Spanish – Asset Languages T6 Miss Cobb

Technology GCSE (Coursework support) Tech Dept Mrs Smith

Clubs running on other days (please note late buses are only available on Wednesdays)

Club Venue Staff 

Computer Club (Nintendo, Wii Sport/Fit & games, also 
homework – Monday to Thursday after school)

G29 Mrs Haight

ICT and Homework Club (every lunchtime) IT3 and IT4 Mr Burgess

Music Clubs Various Please see separate list

PE Clubs Various Please see separate list

Rubik’s Cube Club (Monday lunchtime - please bring a 
cube if you have one)

G45 Mrs Forster

Sailing Club (Monday after school – please speak to Mr 
Chapman for details)

Off site Mr Chapman

Amnesty International (Wednesday lunchtime, please see 
Mr Hardwick for details)

G29 Mr Hardwick

Year 7 and 8 Book Club (Wednesday lunchtime Week B) English Corridor Mrs Tadman

Year 7 and 8 Creative Writing Club (Day tbc lunchtime) English Corridor Mrs Ross

Dof E Drop In (Thursday Lunchtime) G6 Mr Burge and Ms Bonny

French – Asset Languages (Thursday after school) F2 Miss Stoneley

Christian Union (Friday Lunchtime) F7 Mrs Fouche / Miss Short

Bowls Club (Friday 4.30pm - 6.30pm at Falcon Bowls Club, 
Chelmsford)

Off site Mr Hopkins – please speak to Mr 
Hopkins or Mr Fuller for details.

Music Department Extra Curricular Activities - Autumn Term 2012

Monday BVG (G2) Year 7 & 8 Boys Mrs Hanna

Tuesday Wind Band (G2) Mrs Hanna

Wednesday African Drummers (G2) (10.45-11.15)    
Choir - Year 7-11 (G3)
Jazz Band (G2) 

Mr Timms 
Mr Harris 
Mrs Robb

Thursday Glee Club (DS) 
KS4 & KS5 Music Tech Club 

Music & Drama staff 
Mr Harris

Friday Flute Ensemble (G2) 
Ukulele Club (G3)

Mrs Robb 
Mr Harris

All rehearsals start at 1.40pm and start from 10 September.  New members are always welcome.  Please see members of 
staff for more details.

Form Tutors:  Please display on form notice board.
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PE Kit Expectations
We would like to remind you of a number of points with reference to the PE kit and 
our expectations.

Students must have appropriate trainers, meaning no ‘converse’ or ‘canvas’ trainers 
are worn by any students for any PE lessons.  When students are outside on the field 
students are encouraged to wear football boots or boots with studs. Jewellery  is 
not permitted during any PE lesson for health and safety reasons, and we take this 
guidance from all national governing bodies.  Students will be asked to remove any 
earrings and jewellery they may be wearing.  For this reason we advise that any 
ear piercings take place at the start of the school holidays so as earrings can be 
removed during PE lessons.

We do lock the changing rooms during PE lessons – however we cannot guarantee 
the safety and security of valuables.  For this reason we would advise students not to bring anything of value into school on 
the days that they have PE.

If a student is injured and is unable to take part in the PE lesson the teacher will need to see a note in the student planner 
from the parent/carer stating what the injury is and how long they are likely to be out.  The student will be expected to 
bring their PE kit to the lesson and change for the lesson – the ONLY exception to this is broken limbs.  Students 
will be encouraged to ‘try’ to take part in the lesson.

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form PE Department

PE Clubs – Autumn Term 2012

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Lunchtime Lunchtime Lunchtime Lunchtime Lunchtime

Interform – Sports 
Captains -  Sports Hall
Girls Basketball – All 
Yrs - Gym 
Girls Frisbee - All Yrs 
– Fitness Centre 

Interform – Sports 
Captains -  Sports Hall
Netball – Yrs 7 & 8 
– Gym 
Volleyball – All Yrs – 
Fitness Centre 
GCSE Theory Drop 
– G17 

Boys Basketball – 
Year 7 – Sports Hall 
Gymnastics - All Yrs 
- Gym 
SLC Sports Club - 
Sports Block  
Badminton – All Yrs – 
Fitness Centre 

Boys Basketball – Yrs 
8 & 9 – Sports Hall
Trampolining – 
Lower School - Gym 
Weights - Yrs 10 & 
11 - Sports Hall 
Girls Dodgeball – All 
Yrs – Fitness Centre 

Boys Basketball – 
Yrs 10 & 11 – Gym 
Trampolining – 
Upper School - Gym 
Weights - Sports Hall 

After School After School After School After School After School

Football - Yrs 7 & 8 
– Field  
Netball - Yrs 10 & 11 
– Sports Hall/Netball 
Courts
Rugby – All Yrs 
Girls Football – 
Lower School - Field 
Badminton - All Years 
– Fitness Centre 

Staff Meetings Rugby – All Yrs 
Football Fitness/
Cross Country - All 
Years – Gym/Outside 
Football - Yrs 9, 10 
& 11 
Netball – Yrs 7, 8 & 9 
– Sports Hall/Netball 
Courts 

Girls Football – 
Upper School 
Boys Basketball – 
Yrs 7, 8 & 9 – Sports 
Hall Trampolining 
- All Yrs -  Linked with 
External Club

No clubs

Student Absence/Late Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351

The absence lines should be called on a daily basis 
to report your child late or sick.

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would like to be included in 
the School Newsletter, you can email it directly to the editor 
at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the Thursday prior to 
publication. 
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and bacon or egg and mushroom”, I smiled and after what 
seemed like an age of tense silence; I realised that she 
wasn’t joking, the strictest of rules were in place here. 

Once checked in and supplied with the tools for the job, I 
join the rest of the team to eat my breakfast (or supper if 
I was on the night shift). I was a designated ‘team leader’ 
but I will admit the role wasn’t that special and more often 
than not there were 2 or even 3 team leaders on the same 
team- the team you were in seemed to depend on the 
time that you arrived for your shift.  It wasn’t so much of 
having any responsibility for the team, but more of getting 
the drivers names and phone numbers ensuring we were 
all on the same radio 
band and handing a 
completed check sheet 
back to the dispatcher.  
Mostly I tried to decline 
the role as I only really 
wanted to drive to be 
honest.

As a team leader, my 
first duty was to try to 
spot the dispatcher 
who had the team’s 
schedule for the shift 
which was hard to 
do as we all wore the 
same uniform. Once grabbed, he would give us a few tips 
for the day; where the hold ups were, what events were 
on, where the passengers were to be, don’t ask for bacon 
AND mushroom in your roll, useful things like that… Finally 
we were told where we would be dispatched to, perhaps 
Greenwich Park, Heathrow, North Greenwich Arena (we 
were not allowed to call it O2 as they were not sponsors) or 
if you were really lucky you got a nice trip to The Lee Valley 
White Water Centre, Eton Dorney or Heathrow. 

Finally we get the go-ahead to collect our cars.  One of my 
own made-up rules was to test the sat-nav system.  We had 
a different car every day and some of the systems were left 
in all kinds of peculiar set-ups by the previous driver and 
didn’t work well at all.  One of the first things you did when 
you performed your car check, was to set up a test route 
and make sure it worked, so you then had your confidence 
boosted for the day.  When a customer got in your car you 
wanted to be double sure you knew you were going to get 
them there; no kidding, the anxiety was scary!

When we didn’t need to be at our destination for a few 
hours, in this free time most of us went out in the car to do 
a ‘test run’ to a hotel or venue that you wasn’t sure of but 
mainly, I suspect, it was to get out on the road in the fully 
branded Olympic car.  They were really head-turners and it 
felt good, no doubt about it.

I struggled to listen to the radio, the dispatcher and the 
very strict lady on the sat-nav system all at the same time, 
so mostly I just listened to the other drivers on the 2-way 
radio which was most entertaining.  For a start, most 
drivers were not familiar with the radio lingo, with some 
getting themselves into a pickle confusing their ‘outs’ with 
‘overs’, not letting go of the button (very ‘Norman Collier’) 
or nervously forgetting their call signs.  Some conversations 
were heard on air included some poor soul reporting 
that he had left the windows open while  going through 
the car wash, some were totally lost and were using very 

My Olympics by Steve Draper

Well, my time as an Olympic Games Maker has ended.  
I was to be a T3 driver, alongside very many other like-
minded people, mostly professional people of a certain 
age; lawyers, UN interpreters, businessmen, retirees 
(mostly), estate managers… I was nervous on my first day,  
not only was I going to be in a new place of work for 2 
weeks, I was also to transport VIP’s to unfamiliar places, in 
an unfamiliar car, using a relatively unfamiliar navigation 
system, all whilst packaged in a brightly coloured uniform 
and car. 

My shift rota was to do one week of days and one week of 
nights and my first shift was 10.30am until 8.30pm.  There 
I was standing on Chelmsford Station platform 1, anxiously 
waiting for any other red and purple person to arrive then 
I wouldn’t be quite so conspicuous but I seemed to be the 
only one that day. 

Having commuted daily into the city for 34 years I honestly 
could not remember the last time I spoke to or even 
acknowledged a fellow commuter; it was just not done 
(we’re British), but with my red and purple uniform, the 
fervour and excitement among the other passengers, 
(who were mainly spectators at that time of day), we were 
actually speaking, and this was just unheard of.  It was 
like this every day, someone was always interested in what 
you were doing as part of the Olympics and they would 
say hello and be genuinely interested in what I was doing.  
Anxiety gone in an instant… felt quite proud.

Once arrived at Custom House on the DLR, the start of 
shift was always the same; after going through the ‘border’ 
security, my accreditation was scanned and visually 
checked, sometimes I got small ‘presents’ – a LOCOG 
diary, pin badges and my meal voucher, all expense 
spared!  I then go to the next desk on the route towards 
the drivers lounge and receive my 2-way radio, car keys 
and log books and I’m assigned to a team colour.  My 
meal voucher allowed me a ‘hot enhancement’ meal and 
a packed lunch.  I did bring my own drink one day and 
was made to drink it so that I had 50ml left, which was all 
I was allowed to take through security in true airport style 
fashion. The ‘hot enhancement’ was usually a sandwich, 
pasty, baked potato; we’re not talking Masterchef here. 
Once, for breakfast, the roll on offer had a choice of 2 
fillings from egg, bacon or mushroom, I said I would have 
bacon and mushroom in my roll but the lady behind the 
counter said in very deadpan seriousness “I can’t mix 
bacon and mushroom together, you can only have egg 

Excel Car Park. Spaces for 1000 cars. 
Sometimes it took 20 minutes to get to the 
car if your call sign was C890. The 800’s 
were at the opposite end of the car park
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reported on the 6 o’clock news unlike the unfortunate 
coach driver who got lost coming from Heathrow with 
team of athletes) where DORS took me to a location about 
3 blocks away from the hotel I was meant to be going to.  
Luckily my American passengers were very understanding 
and knew where they were (better than me) and walked 
the rest of the way.  When I got home I checked the post 
code on Google maps and, sure enough, it turns out that 
this particular hotel’s post code does not relate to the street 
(the same as Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form!).  
Other than this minor problem the system worked ok for 
me. 

Alas, I didn’t get to pick up anyone famous but I’m going to 
do some name dropping anyway… I nearly picked up Sir 
Clive Woodward whom 
the driver behind me 
picked up and I believe 
someone else picked 
up Danny Boyle.  I’m 
sure there were a 
few well known IOC 
members who were, 
no doubt, famous in 
their field.  I did get to 
meet Eddie Izzard one 
day, he shared some 
very humorous thoughts 
with us at an early Games Maker training session at 
Wembley Arena when this whole thing started.  He popped 
in one day to have a chat with us, which was nice. 

I was told that ‘what I heard in the car stayed in the car’ 
but I can honestly say I didn’t hear (or understand) any 
scandal and so, disappointingly, I have no gossip I can 
share with you, but even if I did I couldn’t tell you about 
it!  All my clients were very nice people and I went to many 
places, in automotive luxury, working with a bunch of very 
genuine people.  There was much pessimism before the 
start of the games, but on the day everything just worked, 
it was like this sort of thing happened every day and it was 
meticulously planned. 

I didn’t see a single second of live action but heard the 
nearby sounds of crowds roaring, I saw strangers talking on 
the train, I said hello to people I didn’t know in the street.  I 
didn’t get a medal but I received a very nice inscribed baton 
and I get to keep my uniform (it’s in the loft with my wife’s 
wedding dress!).  For those 2 weeks I lived and breathed 
Olympics and, yes it was stressful at times and tiring 
particularly after the night shift, but I absolutely loved it and 
wouldn’t have missed it for the world and I had a genuine 
tear in my eye when I locked my car for the last time and 
now it’s back to reality.  See you in Rio….

Steve Draper
Estates Manager

inappropriate language, some were getting angry with the 
sat-nav, all highly amusing.

I was based at the Fleet Depot Excel.  Many of the events- 
boxing, judo, taekwondo, table tennis, wrestling, were all 
taking place there, it is such a huge place.  Below all the 
public areas was the cavernous car park and drivers rest 
areas, the car park was big enough to hold over 1000 
cars below ground.  Security was extremely tight, the army 
were used in the Vehicle Screening Areas (VSA).  Every 
time I came back to base or into the Olympic Park, I had 
to get out of the car, not easy when you have your seat 
belt on, your accreditation around your neck, your radio 
in your pocket and earpiece in your ear and, in my case, 
my map reading glasses around my neck (my satellite 
navigation backup system); I literally got tied in knots 
depending on what order I put my seat belt on!  Then I 
had to walk through the security screen, frisked again, 
have my bag searched, made to drink any drink I had 
left, while they looked under the car with mirrors, under 
the bonnet, boot… everywhere, but for all this they we all 
perfect gentlemen and a very, very professional team.  They 
never waivered, even when they knew you, it was the same 
unconditional routine every time.

I’m not sure what I expected, but we were not overly busy, 
a typical day shift saw up to 6 or 7 teams,  each of 20 
drivers, clock on.  Each shift was given their assignments 
and usually whole team or sometimes several teams were 
dispatched to a venue or a hotel to wait for clients.  You 
may or may not be used, as the dispatchers had the difficult 
job to predict where and what time they thought the pickups 
were going to be and then they sent a team there.  Of 
course you could do this when you had a large volunteer 
workforce at your disposal.  I think they had oversubscribed 
the drivers so they could be prepared for the worst case, 
and how would they know, we had never done this before 
and will never do it again.  But for my part, I had over two 
pickups per day shift and the night shifts were extremely 
busy, I think my daily pickup rate was slightly above 
average so I was quite happy with this. 

The cars were BMW 320 Diesels and were great to drive (I 
am a bit of a petrol head) but I must mention the satellite 

navigation systems. 
The system was called 
DORS- Dynamic 
Olympic Route System, 
it used ‘live’ data so as 
to react to the current 
traffic conditions 
and they also used 
the ORN (Olympic 
Route Network) 
which included the 
much publicised 
‘Olympic Lanes’ 

routes (which were great by the way, though I know the 
London taxi drivers don’t share this view).  All the accredited 
destinations were pre-set as buttons, but sometimes the 
system would freeze or even take you on some strange 
scenic route, though it did settle down after a few panic 
upgrades.  Its erratic behaviour led it to be affectionately 
renamed DROS or DORIS- it was always the hot topic of 
the day.

I know London fairly well, but I admit I got lost (and not 

This was taken at Excel Loading 
Zone. I didn't usually wear the cap 
but it was a hot day

Eddie Izzard popped in for a chat 
with the drivers 
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Can you Dance? 

If so, auditions for this year’s Children In Need talent show will be 
held the week beginning 1 October 2012 

Collect your entry form from outside the Drama Studio or G2 

Entries must be in by Friday 28th September 

@NHS_English
Follow Notley High School’s English 
Faculty on Twitter! 

For students, keep updated with 
information regarding upcoming visits, trips and 
important exam information. For parents and 
carers, alongside finding out a bit more about 
what your son or daughter is doing in their 
English lessons, we’ll be re-tweeting important 
information from other sources such as UCAS, 
BBC Education and others that you might find 
interesting, as well as revision reminders and key 
dates.  Follow us @NHS_English

 

Notley Road, Braintree CM7 1WY  t: 01376 556300  w: www.notleyhigh.com

Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form
Open Evening 

Thursday 27th September 2012 at 7pm
(for Year 7 intake September 2013)

Thursday 22nd November 2012 at 6pm 
(for Year 12 intake September 2013)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Can you Dance? 

If so, auditions for this year’s Children In Need talent show will be 
held the week beginning 1 October 2012 

Collect your entry form from outside the Drama Studio or G2 

Entries must be in by Friday 28th September 
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Success for our Braintree Sixth Form Students
Students and staff at Braintree Sixth Form are celebrating another 
excellent set of A level and IB results.  At A-level a 99% pass rate 
includes 49% of students gaining A*-B grades and 77% gaining 
A*-C grades.  The average score of our IB students was 30 points, 
putting them well ahead of the international average.  Lauren Franklin 
scored 36 points and has secured a place to read English on a highly 
competitive course at Queen Mary’s, University of London.

A level students Chloe Beckett and Ellie Hicks have secured places at 
Oxbridge.

Chloe’s impressive A*A*AA A* (EPQ) grades means that she will be 
enrolling in Homerton College, University of Cambridge to read 
History.  Ellie’s A*AA A* (EPQ) grades, combined with her excellent 
musical performance at interview, have gained her a place at University College, Oxford to read Music.  

Other top performers include Craig Woodcock (A*A*AA), who will be reading 
Maths at University of Warwick and Emily Price, who gained A*A*A and is reading 
Media Production at Lincoln.

The overall percentage of BSF Higher Education applicants securing university

places was a 
remarkable 94%.

This excellent set of 
results demonstrates 
the hard work and 
commitment of all 
the students.  We 
are delighted to see 
so many of them 
choosing to continue 
with their education 
and are proud to 

see so many of them 
securing places at top 
universities. 

Braintree Sixth Form 
opened its doors to 
students in September 
2009, with the aim 
of increasing the 
range of high quality 
learning opportunities 
for students in the 
Braintree area. These 
results demonstrate 
the success of 
students, staff and 
parents/carers from 
Notley High School 
& Braintree Sixth Form, Alec Hunter Humanities 
College, Honywood Community Science School and 
Tabor Science College working in partnership to 
make that vision a reality.  

The Sixth Form Open Evening will be on Thursday 
22 November, 6-8pm and you will find the on-line 
prospectus on our website www.braintreesixthform.com.
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The Friends of Notley High would like to welcome all new and existing parents to Notley High School – Last 
school year The Friends were able to donate £2,616.62 to various Departments in the School for those extra 

items that are required to help your children with their learning.  We hope that this school year we can 
continue raising vital funds with your help and support. We hold our meetings monthly or bi-monthly in the 

School Library normally on a Wednesday at 7.30pm if you would like to attend or have any fundraising 
ideas then please contact TheChair@FoNHS.info 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
YEAR 8 DISCO – 19 October 2012 
YEAR 7 DISCO – 9 November 2012  

Letters will be sent out to all students in Year 7 & 8 regarding the Discos 

 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING 

7pm – 9pm 23 November 2012 
Stalls for all your Christmas Shopping needs under one roof: 

Phoenix Trading, Sandy Bay Scented Candles & Room Diffusers, Energetix Magnetic Jewellery, Holo womens 
wear & accessories, Jamie at Home, Usborne Books, Angel Cupcakes, EllaPure & My Secret Kitchen – 
organic skincare & food, Moggys Pickles, Forever Living Products (Aloe Vera), All that Glitters costume 

jewellery, Chocoholics  
If you would like a stall at the Christmas Shopping evening please contact TheChair@FoNHS.info 

 
QUIZ NIGHT – 26 January 2013 

If you would like to book a table (maximum 8 people per team) at our very popular Quiz Night then please 
contact TheChair@FoNHS.info 

 
All bookings are on a first come first served basis 

 
NEW SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES 

As you may or may not be aware, Kevin Williams, The Friends Teacher Rep, retired in July after 15 years as 
our Rep, we are pleased to say that Helen Thomson and Sofie Lord have both agreed to take over from 

Kevin and we look forward to working with them both in the future 
 

Congratulations to our 100 club winners 
        Mrs Helen Hayhurst – July 
       Mrs Jackie Thorne – August 
       Mrs Chris Hart – September 

 
     Remember you have to be in it to win it!! 

 
Our Grand Draw was a great success and we managed to raise a fabulous £870.  Congratulations 

to all our winners and also to those students who sold the winning tickets – we hope you enjoyed 
your chocolate! 
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Braintree Arts Theatre Update
Hello from Braintree Arts Theatre!  It’s been a busy two months since I’ve started working at the theatre and 
I’m so pleased to give you some updates.  First of all, the theatre’s new and extended Box Office opening 
times are Weekdays 10am-6pm and Saturdays 10am-3pm.  From now on you can either call our Box 
Office number (01376 556 354) or buy a ticket in person anytime during these hours and either Dom or I will 
be happy to help you.  In related news we are pleased to announce that our new ticketing system is up and 
running and all Autumn/Winter shows are now on sale!  Visit our website www.braintreeartstheatre.com anytime to 
buy a ticket to any show in our current season. 

I am also busy booking and confirming acts for our Spring/ Summer 2013 
season and I can’t wait to share the final line up with you! We’ve got a mixture 
of children’s shows, spoken word, live music, theatre, cabaret and more- more 
updates on the new season will be given closer to the time. Until then, we have 
some fabulous shows scheduled for your viewing pleasure. October is a busy 
month and in addition to Henry Blofeld and ‘Mother Courage’ we also are 
pleased to bring you ‘Carousel, ‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘Sing-a-long Rocky 
Horror Picture Show’ and your monthly Comedy Night. 

Lastly, Braintree Arts Theatre enjoyed a successful performance of ‘Fawlty 
Towers’ this month. Audience feedback was overwhelmingly positive and Dom 
and I even had a chance to give the travelling car a ‘damn good thrashing’….  
We look forward to seeing you at the theatre soon!

Kelly McGibney
Theatre Manager

Mother Courage: Monday 8 October, 7.30pm

Tickets £10, (£7 Concession)

An Audience with Henry Blofeld: Friday 5 Ocotber, 7.30pm

Tickets £17 (£15 concession)
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