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Contact the Magazine
We are always happy to receive articles from 
parents/carers and students.  If you have a 
piece of news you would like to be included in 
the magazine, you can email it directly to the 
editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the Thursday prior 
to publication. 

Student Absence/ 
Late Lines

Uniform Wanted
Do you have any uniform that no longer fits, or you no longer need?

We are in need of  any items you would be able to donate, especially trousers, skirts and ties.

Thank you.  

Mrs S Hunter, Student Services

Monday 4 August - Friday 15 August 

Summer School

Thursday 14 August

A-level Results Day

Thursday 21 August

GCSE Results Day

New Braintree Sixth Form Student Enrolment Day

Monday 1 September 

WEEK A

Autumn term starts

Staff Training Day (No Students)

Tuesday 2 September 

Staff Training Day (No Students)

Wednesday 3 September 

Autumn term begins for Years 7, 11 and 12 
students only

Year 11 English trip

Induction Evening for Parents/Carers of new 
Braintree Sixth Form students 7pm - 8pm

Thursday 4 September 

Autumn term begins for Years 8, 9, 10 and 13 
students
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headlines

Simon Thompson, Headteacher

Welcome to Issue 6 of our school magazine.

This edition of OnCampus provides highlights from 
another busy half term in which students have again 
participated in a wide range of events both in and 
out of school.

Particular highlights have included: the wide ranging 
choice from 62  activities which took place on 24 and 
25 June for Years 7 – 9 students and the residential 
trip for Year 8 students to France with Rockley 
Watersports; Year 10 Geography field studies trip 
to Norfolk and the Year 12 IB residential trip to the 
Eagle’s Nest Field Study Centre, Parc National des 
Cevennes, France. There have also been a variety of 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions recently with all the 
students identifying and learning new skills.  

Our Year 10 – 13 students worked very hard during 
the summer exam season and we wish them all the 
very best of luck with their forthcoming exam results. 

On pages 24 and 25 you will see reference to the 
monthly Jack Petchey Award winners from January 
to June 2014.  All students have made considerable 
contributions to society and donated their prize 
money to a variety of areas in school.

On pages 26 and 27 you will be able to read about 
Sports Day and District Athletics.  I am delighted to 
advise you that some new school record times were 
achieved.  Luke Walton, Year 8, broke the school 
long jump record with a jump of 4.71m at Sports Day.  
This was an amazing feat as the previous record had 
stood for over 25 years.  Whilst at District Athletics,  
Rowan Wallace, Year 10, took the long jump title with 
a distance of 5.81m,  Adam Grimwood, Year 10, set a 
new school record time of 54.29 seconds in the 400m 
race and Claude Wallis broke the school record with 
a time of 2 minutes, 14 seconds for the 800m race. 

Many of our incredibly talented students showcased 
their work to families and friends at our Creative Arts 
Festival on 12 June, details of which can be seen on 
pages 36 – 38.

I would like to congratulate our International 
Baccalaureate students who achieved an excellent 
set of results, with an average point score of 30, 
exceeding international averages.  Further details 
can be found on page 39. 

The following staff will be leaving us at the end 
of term.  I would like to thank them all for their 
contribution to the school and wish them all the very 
best of luck and every success in the future.

Mr Baster 
Mr Baster has worked at the school for the last 8 
years, working as a teacher and then Advanced Skills 
Teacher in Modern Foreign Languages and more 
recently, as an Assistant Headteacher.  Mr Baster 
leaves us to take up a new post at the Plume School 
as an Assistant Headteacher and we wish him every 
success in his new school.

Dr Beckett 
Dr Beckett is retiring, having worked as a Science 
teacher for the last 34 years.  He is an accomplished 
biologist, whose PhD on the vegetational history 
of Holderness and subsequent work on the 
environmental history of the Somerset Levels were 
well respected in academic circles.  He has seen 
many changes over the years, including the demise 
of the school’s original sixth form in 1992 and its 
subsequent rebirth as Braintree Sixth Form, in its 
own brand new building, in 2009. Since 1980 he has 
taught generations of students about science at the 
school and he will be much missed for his bravura 
performances as ‘The Mad Professor’ on Open 
Evenings through the years!  He also took charge of 
the school’s audio-visual and reprographics resources 
and organised the school’s cover and supply teacher 
arrangements for teacher absence with great 
efficiency and calmness for many years.  We wish him 
well in his retirement.

Mrs Brown 
Mrs Brown is retiring, having worked in many 
administrative roles for the last 33 years.  She began 
as a clerical assistant before taking on responsibilities 
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as the Office Supervisor in 2001.  For the last three 
years she has worked as a curriculum assistant and 
in the reception area since its relocation to the 
Braintree Sixth Form building.  Many staff have been 
assisted greatly by Mrs Brown’s clerical skills over the 
years and she was, for many years, instrumental in 
ensuring smooth transition for our Year 7 students 
through her work with the Year Leaders.  We wish her 
well in her retirement.

Mr Bailey 
Mr Bailey leaves us to start teacher training.

Miss Baker 
Miss Baker left us at the beginning of July to take up a 
Science Teacher post following her Teacher Training 
Placement.

Mrs Box 
Mrs Box is leaving us, having worked here as an ICT 
teacher and, latterly, Assistant Faculty Leader for the 
last 5 years.  Many students have benefitted from her 
skills and knowledge in ICT and we thank her for her 
contribution to the school.

Miss Ford 
Miss Ford, English teacher, leaves us to join 
Canterbury Academy.

Miss Giorgio 
Miss Giorgio has been working with the Media 
Support department this year.

Miss Harvey 
Miss Harvey leaves us after a year as a Learning 
Support Assistant and moves on to Teacher Training. 

Mrs Hayward 
Mrs Hayward leaves us to join Herts and Essex High 
School in Bishop’s Stortford as a Drama teacher, 
having competed her training in Drama and taught 
in the English faculty here. We wish her well.

Mrs Heath 
Mrs Heath leaves us after 9 years as a Learning 
Support Assistant.

Mr Hill 
Mr Hill has been teaching in the Mathematics Faculty, 
mainly in Braintree Sixth Form, for the last three years. 

Mrs Kanat 
Mrs Kanat leaves us after working in the Science 
Faculty for the last two terms.

Miss Le Gosles 
Miss Le Gosles leaves us after 6 years as a Learning 
Support Assistant and is returning to France. 

Miss Payne and Miss Ede 
Miss Payne and Miss Ede have started their maternity 
leave. We wish them the very best of luck in the 
coming months.

Mrs Pete 
Mrs Pete is leaving us at the end of term to spend 
time with her young family.  She has taught in the 
Modern Foreign Languages faculty since September 
2007 and we are grateful for her contribution to the 
school.

Mrs Piñero 
Mrs Piñero leaves us having completed her Teacher 
Training Placement in Modern Foreign Languages 
during the last year.

Mrs Sargent 
Mrs Sargent leaves us after 7 years as a Learning 
Support Assistant.

Summer Weddings 
I would like to congratulate the following members of 
staff who will be getting married during the summer 
holidays:-

Mr Burge, Miss Cobb, Miss Pilling, Ms Rutter, Miss Smith 
and Miss Wilson

New Staff 
We welcome the following new staff, joining us in 
September:-

Mrs Allchin, Mid Essex ITT, Marketing, Recruitment and 
Administration Officer

Mr Bartlett, Geography teacher

Mrs Barton, Catering Assistant

Mrs Birley, Receptionist

Mrs Coxon, Modern Foreign Languages teacher

Mr Ellis, English teacher

Mrs Hays, Faculty Leader – English

Ms Lester, Assistant Headteacher 

Miss Poulter, Science teacher

Miss White, English teacher

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff 
for their contributions to the school this year and to 
thank parents/carers for their continued support.

With my best wishes to you all for a safe and pleasant 
summer break.

Mr S Thompson, Headteacher
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activitydays2014
After months of planning, 24 and 25 June saw 740 
students take part in 62 different activities over 
the week. Activities ranged from a week in France 
learning to sail, clay pigeon shooting, knitting, Notley 
Masterchef, golf, a trip to London Zoo, London 
Eye and Aquarium, Secret Nuclear Bunker and 
calligraphy to name but a few.

Students were given the opportunity to try something 

new and to visit places close to home and abroad. 
Reports from staff and students were very positive 
and everyone had an enjoyable 2 days. 

The activity days aim to give students the opportunity 
to experience new activities and visit interesting 
places as well as mix with students out of their year 
and friendship groups.

Mrs N Segura, Educational Visits Co-ordinator

Clay Pigeon Shooting
Over the 2 activity days, a mixture of girls and boys 
plus a few staff attempted to hit some crossing 
pigeons, some running rabbits and some incoming 
pheasants – not real living targets but clay pigeons 
set up to mimic the real thing. 

All of our students hit some of the targets and the 
“Top Gun” award went to a student who got 10 out 
of 10 in our mini competition.

Tower of London
On Wednesday 25 June students and staff were 
given the opportunity to visit the Tower of London. 
The weather was excellent throughout the day and 
the students were very well behaved, which meant 
the trip was a great success. 

Students walked around the walls of the tower, 
gaining fun historical facts from Miss Duncan as they 
went, whilst being able to take in the view of Tower 
Bridge. 

We took a visit to the crown jewels, where students 
were able to see past coronation items, but much to 
some students’ dismay, not try any of the jewels or 
crowns on! Students were then given an opportunity 
to have some free time to explore other parts of 
the tower that they wanted to. These included the 
Bloody Tower, the Fortress and Royal Beasts. 

Staff and students clearly had a great day and I 
believe many wish to return. 

Cycling on the Flitch Way
Both days went very well. Having their own bikes 
saved so much time and this meant that both the half 
day trips had time for ice cream at Rayne station and 
a good 30 minutes on the BMX track. 

The full day was nearly 40 miles. For the Year 7 and 8 
students this was probably the furthest they had ever 
cycled. However they were really great and did very 
well and we got back on time, just! 

As with last year I thoroughly enjoyed it. I think they 
did too. They all chose it as they loved cycling and 
enjoyed being given the opportunity to ride. I look 
forward to next time.
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I would like to start by saying 
that the students’ behaviour and 
attitude was excellent throughout 
the day; they were a joy to take 
along and the staff and I were 
extremely proud of them. 

The day saw those involved 
getting an opportunity to see 

and experience some of the 
magic behind the Harry Potter 
film franchise. They were able 
to see parts of key sets (such as 
the Gryffindor common room 
and Dumbledore’s office), ride 
broomsticks, drink butter beer, 
walk down Diagon Alley and 
most importantly see the famous 

Hogwarts castle model. 

It was clear that everyone on 
the trip had a great day and got 
some great pictures and souvenirs 
to remember their magical 
experience. 

On Tuesday 24 June 44 
excited students and 4 even 
more excited teachers had 
the amazing opportunity to 
take a trip around the Harry 
Potter Studio Tour.

Harry Potter Studio Tour

View the Online Photo Gallery
http://www.notleyhigh.com/photo-
galleries-2013/trips/activity-week-harry-potter
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Riverside Ice Rink and Swimming
Wednesday 25 June broke hot and humid but did we 
care? Not a jot! 40 students and 4 staff were off to 
the Ice Rink and Swimming Pool in Chelmsford. It’s a 
tough life at school sometimes.

One we arrived at Riverside the students were raring 
to go but we still had to work out who was skating 
with them (obviously I would have put myself forward 
but someone has to take the pictures!) However it 
turns out that Miss Pond has been skating since she 
was six, so well volunteered Miss Pond. 

The students got themselves sorted and were quickly 
on the ice demonstrating their skills or in some cases 
their ability to execute a triple Salchow on the way to 
a remarkably close inspection of the ice. By the end 
of the session it was genuinely impressive how many 
of them could get round under their own steam and 
broad grins were the order of the day. 

After a leisurely picnic lunch the students got 
changed and availed themselves of the swimming 
facilities watched by at times incredulous staff 
from the viewing gallery. The diving boards proved 
especially popular - just don’t look for the next Tom 
Daley to come from Notley. 

Mr Rowe, Media Support Manager

View the Online Photo Gallery
http://www.notleyhigh.com/photo-galleries-2013/
trips/activity-week-riverside-ice-rink
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Guardian News and Media Education Centre
On Wednesday 25 June, 30 students visited The Guardian News and Media Education Centre for an 
introduction to journalism workshop. 

Over the course of the day, students reported on the current news events and big stories such as the 
World Cup and Wimbledon. They also acted as their own editors. Whilst there, we were even provided 
with the excellent opportunity to meet one of The Guardian’s editors, who came to help the students 
create and write their own headlines to accompany their stories. Gordon Brown was also in the building 
although we did not have the opportunity to see him. 

Well done Year 9 for working so hard and for producing some excellent work.

 “Working together, achieving together”  oncampus  7



View the Online Photo Gallery
http://www.notleyhigh.com/photo-
galleries-2013/events/activity-week-in-school

8 oncampus “Working together, achieving together”

http://www.notleyhigh.com/photo-galleries-2013/events/activity-week-in-school


 “Working together, achieving together”  oncampus  9



rockley2014

On 21 June we took 91 Year 8 students to 
France with Rockley Watersports for a week of 
sailing, windsurfing, mountain biking, kayaking 
and paddle boarding. For some it was their first 
trip abroad and a really exciting experience.
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We were very lucky with the weather with wall to wall 
sunshine for the whole week. Temperatures were in 
the late 20s and students spent a lot of time jumping 
in the lake to cool off.

We visited Dune De Pyla one evening, the largest 
sand dune in Europe and had a great day out at 
Aqualand playing on the slides.

All students managed to master sailing in a variety 
of boats and the amount of students standing on 
the paddle boards was impressive. There were a few 
tumbles off the mountain bikes but nothing got in the 
way of students carrying on with the activities.

Students had the chance to practise their French, 
buying ice cream and drinks from the kiosk on the 
beach and some were brave enough to sample frogs 
legs, snails and mussels at our ‘French Affair’ evening. 

We had a fantastic time and the students were a real 
credit to the school. Both staff and students wanted 
to stay for another week as we were all having such a 
good time.

Mrs N Segura, Educational Visits Co-ordinator

View the Online Photo Gallery
http://www.sailnotley.co.uk/photo-
galleries/2014
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This year saw another fantastic trip to Castle 
Hedingham for Year 7 and the Humanities faculty. I 
have to start by saying that the behaviour, attitude 
and interest from many students could not have 
been more wonderful; luckily the same can be said 
about the weather. 

A trip through the town of Castle Hedingham saw 
students learning about the local settlement of the 
area and how it has developed over time. Next, 
found students at the local church where they had 
to tackle Miss White’s and Miss Mallam’s information 
hunt. Then we headed up to the castle where Hands 

on the Past put on another excellent show, which 
highlighted the main features and functions of a 
castle and how people lived during the medieval 
times. Year 7 did fabulously holding onto their lunch 
during the lotion and potions session and holding their 
ground in the armoury. 

I cannot express enough how great many of the 
Year 7 students were and how proud the Humanities 
faculty and Mrs Forster is of them. Thank you to all 
staff involved in this trip, without them it could not run. 

Miss N Short, PER and History Teacher

Justin the Monk

Hands on the Past actors

hedinghamcastle2014

I thoroughly 
enjoyed it 
and felt as 
though I 
was back in 
that time

It was a great trip! 
I would love to go 
again

‘

‘ ‘‘ ‘

‘

I really 
enjoyed 
visiting 
the village 
and it 
helped my 
geography 
skills
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During the week 23 - 27 June, twelve Year 9 students 
spent the week at Braintree Fire Station completing 
the Firebreak course. The students completed a 
range of activities during the week and developed 
skills such as teamwork. On Friday 27 June, and 
to finalise the week, the students participated in 
a passing out parade that was attended by the 

students’ family members. During the parade, 
students demonstrated the tasks that they had 
completed throughout the week. Congratulations to 
all 12 students for successfully completing the course. 
They will be awarded with an AQA award in due 
course.

Miss H Smith, Year Leader - Year 9

firebreakcourse
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Scarlett’s a Winner

jackpetcheyspeakout

In January, February and March of this year, 450 Year 
10 students in North Essex took part in Jack Petchey 
Speak Out workshops in their schools. From those 
workshops, 18 students from 12 different schools were 
chosen to take part in the North Essex Regional Final 
on Thursday 15 May at Hedingham School. 

Isobel Cooper 10E and Scarlett Perrin 10L were the 
two students performing from Notley High School 
& Braintree Sixth Form. They each had to deliver 
a 3 minute speech on a subject of their choice to 
a panel of judges and an audience of nearly a 
hundred.

Isobel’s speech titled ‘Gender Equality’ was well 
delivered and full of humour and sarcasm. Her use of 
anecdotes to demonstrate her ideas was excellent. 
Scarlett’s speech, titled ‘The Why Generation’ 
had the audience’s full attention. The structure 
and delivery of her speech were fantastic. After 
having worked with both Isobel and Scarlett during 
lunchtime and after school rehearsals, both girls 

definitely performed their ‘best version’ on the night.

I am delighted to inform you that Scarlett Perrin won! 
The feedback she got from the judges was glowing; 
they thought that her speech was outstanding and 
that the structure, content and delivery were highly 
impressive.

If you would like to watch Scarlett’s winning speech, 
you can follow the link below:

http://speakoutchallenge.com/scarlett-perrin-winner-
jack-petcheys-speak-challenge-north-essex-regional-
final/ 

Both Isobel and Scarlett worked exceptionally 
hard in order to prepare for the Regional Final and 
then of course, on the night itself. They should be 
congratulated on performing their speeches to such 
a high standard.

Mrs A Stringer, Literacy Co-ordinator

14 oncampus “Working together, achieving together”

http://speakoutchallenge.com/scarlett-perrin-winner-jack-petcheys-speak-challenge-north-essex-regional-final/
http://speakoutchallenge.com/scarlett-perrin-winner-jack-petcheys-speak-challenge-north-essex-regional-final/
http://speakoutchallenge.com/scarlett-perrin-winner-jack-petcheys-speak-challenge-north-essex-regional-final/


fundraisingnews
During the week commencing 28 April, four Year 8 
students held a fundraising event to raise money 
for Great Ormond Street Hospital. This particular 
hospital is the leading institution focused on 
finding better ways to treat childhood illnesses. 
Each year over 220,000 patients visit the hospital, 
some of whom are students at Notley High School 
& Braintree Sixth Form, and because they do such 
a great job, our students wanted to give back by 

doing a little fundraising for them. There were a 
number of different activities organised including 
‘Name the Teddy’, lucky dip and a raffle. They 
also had a bake sale and a lucky lollipop game. 
In doing so they raised £200 which will help to 
change children’s lives for the better. They would 
like to convey their gratitude to all those that took 
part and donated. 
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This is a very competitive national competition. 
Students in Year 7 were first selected through an 
internal round held in the library earlier this year.

Modern Foreign Languages staff and sixth form 
students judged students who had been selected 
by their teachers from a previous class competition.  
It was amazing to see the speed at which these 
students could spell a word in French and Spanish 
and with such accuracy with accents.  After these 
rounds, the school was represented at the first 
national round by Abby Bathurst and Jacob Riley 
who went through to the national final round at 
Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge on Friday 4 July.   

It was the first time in the 4 years since the 
competition has existed that we had managed to 
get through to the national final round. 

We are delighted to announce that Jacob Riley 7Y 
won second place in the national final of the MFL 
Spelling Bee Competition in Spanish.  Very many 
congratulations to both Jacob and also to Abby for 
getting this far and to the Modern Foreign Languages 
faculty for their support.  Particular thanks go to Miss 
Rabhi for the hours spent practicing with the students.

We are now all looking forward to the MFL Spelling 
Bee 2015!

Mrs A Harris, Faculty Leader - Modern Foreign 
Languges

spellingbee

youthhealthchampions

On Thursday 3 and Friday 4 July, 10 Year 9 
students completed training for the Youth Health 
Champions project that will run next year. The 
project results in students completing three events 
where they hope to raise awareness of health 

issues amongst their peer group, from a teenage 
perspective. Thank you to Mrs Simpson for 
accompanying the students over the t2 days.

Miss H Smith, Year Leader - Year 9

16 oncampus “Working together, achieving together”



On 19 June, five Year 9 students were given 
the privilege of visiting one of the Russell Group 
universities in Cambridge. 

Once everyone had arrived at 10am we were 
spoken to by some of the university’s Admissions 
Tutors about why we should go to university and the 
A-level choices we should take to do so. Break was 
next; during this time we were asked whether we 
had any questions that we could write down for the 
next part of the day, which was the Question and 
Answer session. The teachers were then taken to the 
room next door, where they also had the opportunity 
to find out more about university admissions. Many 
questions were asked including one from Dexan 
about the A-levels she should take to possibly 
become a lawyer! There were so many excellent 
questions that not every one could be answered in 
the time we had. 

The different schools were then separated to visit 
different colleges in Cambridge; we visited St John’s 
College. The architecture we saw as we toured the 

buildings was magnificent, including the stained glass 
windows we saw in the formal dining room! 

After lunch was eaten we were given the opportunity 
to punt down the River Cam and see more of the 
different colleges as we passed them by. The punting 
was so relaxing and tranquil that you could have 
fallen asleep if you had been given the chance. 
Finally, it was time to depart from the University of 
Cambridge but before we did so we were presented 
with a certificate saying that we had taken part. 

We are all so glad that we were given this amazing 
chance to represent the school at such a fantastic 
event and would like to thank Mrs Robb for organising 
it and Mr R Newman for accompanying us for the 
day!

Chenise Smith 9B

futurescholarsaward
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Before arriving at the centre students were taken to 
Happisburgh to look at this small stretch of coastline 
with one of the highest erosion rates in the UK and the 
effect that this has had in the village here.  Students 
also visited a second coastal site a few miles further 
along the coastline, Sea Paling, where students 
looked at how this area is defended. Both of these 
will support students’ understanding and help them in 
their Year 11 exams.  

For their controlled assessment, students studied the 
River Glaven which involved students getting into the 
river and collecting various pieces of data such as 
depth, velocity and wetted perimeter.  This involved 
students working in small groups to collect the 
required data which will then be analysed in more 
detail when back at school.  Unfortunately for some 

this also involved some slightly soggy socks as water 
levels topped their welly boots!

Students worked hard while on the trip and collected 
some excellent data on which to complete their 
fieldwork write up.

In the evening, students had the opportunity to 
take part in some activities which included archery, 
nightline and fencing.

I would like to firstly thank the staff who gave up their 
time to come along and help give students the best 
possible chance for a good mark in their controlled 
assessment.  Secondly I wish all of the students good 
luck with their write up.

Miss K Wilcox, Acting Subject Leader - Geography

NorfolkTrip Between 2 and 4 July 81 students and 7 
members of staff travelled to Kingswood 
Hall, Overstrand to complete their controlled 
assessment data collection.  
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The purpose of the trip was to educate the students 
on not only the gratified victories of our wars, but also 
the consequential sacrifices we made, one of them 
being the great number of lives of which were lost in 
honourable battles upon the French land and sea. 

The trip began on Monday 7 July (avoiding the Tour 
de France), with a 10 hour journey to Grand-Camp 
Maisy. Students made their way on board coaches 
with sullen eyes and eager smiles, waved goodbye to 
parents/carers and departed just before 5am. They 
arrived in Normandy, France in the late evening and 
were welcomed by the staff at Le Duguesclin Hotel. 
Rooms were assigned and teachers relaxed for just 
a moment or two. Students began to unpack and 
settle in. The unaccustomed foreign food was not an 
acquired taste to most, however students seized the 
opportunity of familiar foods and drinks when handed 
out by the teachers every night before bed.

Students were taken to various historical war 
sites throughout the week starting with Omaha 
beach, then the varying WW2 cemeteries of the 
different countries involved in the war, including 
the American Memorial Cemetery at Colleville, 
the German Cemetery at La Cambe and also 
the British Commonwealth Cemetery at Bayeux. 
Here as well as comparing the different style of 
memorials to the huge sacrifices made, students 
fondly searched for possible deceased relatives. 
Following the cemeteries, students also enjoyed a 
visit to Point du Hoc, the Longues battery, the Bayeux 
Tapestry and a 360 degree cinema which enabled 
students to witness rare footage of the war and the 
effects of those whom were left behind at home. 
Students visited the rich historical and beautiful Mont 
Saint Michel on Thursday, where they wandered 

in between active alleyways bursting with French 
culture and strolled alongside and through the 
ancient abbeys of the island itself.

An additional bonus of a trip to a local biscuit factory 
and a detour to the hospital was courtesy of Ms Biggs 
who broke her finger whilst on Mont Saint Michel. Ms 
Biggs returned a few hours later with the same bubbly 
personality and her sore bloody wrapped up finger, 
fortunately there was no permanent damage made. 
Students spent their evenings on the Normandy 
beach outside the hotel with abandoned flip flops 
lying on the sand and painted toes dipped in the 
softly teasing sea. The boys engaged in football 
matches, whilst many of the girls wandered across 
the sand talking of the day’s events. One evening 
all students were involved in a rounders match, 
which also included some of the teachers. The results 
concluded that the girls won out-rightly, although 
the boys have argued it was a bias result, due to Miss 
Duncan and Miss Short leading the girls’ team. The 
girls disagree.

After an eye-opening, unforgettable week and a 
safe journey home, the students who participated 
the final trip to Normandy would like to thank all 
of the staff at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth 
Form involved in making the trip very memorable for 
everyone who came. A special thank you to Miss 
Duncan for organising the trip over the past thirteen 
years, tolling up a total of just over 1,000 students who 
she has taken to the sites which students were lucky 
enough to visit one last time. On behalf of all of the 68 
students, thank you, it really has been an experience 
which will stay with us forever.

Georgia Bartlett 10L

NormandyTrip

Week commencing 7 July 68 students from 
Year 10 spent the week in Normandy, for the 
last time alongside school staff; as following 
GCSE groups are now to look forward to a 
diverse trip to Berlin, Germany. 
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View the Online Photo Gallery
http://www.notleyhigh.com/photo-
galleries-2013/trips/normandy
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The Fault in our 
Stars
Author: John Green

The Fault in our Stars is a highly 
praised fictional book which fits 
into the young adult literature 
genre. The story is about a 16 year 
old girl named Hazel Lancaster 
who has terminal lung cancer. 
At her local support group she 
meets a boy called Augustus 
Waters. They quickly become 
friends and Hazel introduces 
Augustus to her favourite book 
“An Imperial Affliction” and 
Augustus falls in love with it. He 
then uses his wish (granted by a 
charity) to take Hazel to meet the 
author of the book in Amsterdam. 
The journey doesn’t end though 
and it changes their relationship 
dramatically. Hazel finds out that 
Augustus is hiding a life changing 
secret! How will it end for Hazel 
and Augustus and what is his 
secret?

There are 2 main characters 
in the book. Hazel Lancaster 
is from Indianapolis. She has 
a terminal tumour in her lungs 
which causes them to gradually 
fill up with liquid. Due to this, her 
lungs won’t work properly and 
she has to carry oxygen around 
with her so that she can breathe. 
Almost every week she attends a 
support group which is where she 
meets the other main character, 
Augustus Waters. Augustus also 
lives in Indianapolis and has had 
cancer. His cancer was in his leg 
so he had it amputated.  After the 
amputation, he was “clear” of 
cancer.  

There are many positive 
comments to make about this 
book. To start, the plot is delivered 
delicately and isn’t presented 

in a straight-forward manner 
which could make the book 
depressing. The subject (cancer) 
is a very sensitive and personal 
one to many people, yet the book 
manages to tell you the problems 
many cancer patients are going 
through without stepping over 
the line and getting you down. 
The author is also able to provoke 
emotions extremely easily through 
the word choices he makes. This 
shows how beautifully the book 
has been written. 

Furthermore the plot is unique 
compared to any of the other 

teen-aimed books I have read 
and has a twist towards the end 
which you wouldn’t expect. 
Moreover, the characters are very 
believable because they have 
distinctive personalities and do 
things which you can relate to.

This is a beautifully written book 
that entirely deserves all the praise 
and awards that it has received. 
It is definitely one of my favourite 
books and I would certainly 
recommend this to my friends. 

Isobel Parkes 8E

bookreview
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The Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Assessed 
Expedition took place Friday 20 - Monday 23 June 
with a total of 52 students taking part over the two 
trips. The weather was very kind to us which made the 
walking and camping even more enjoyable. As well 
as improving their map reading skills, compass use 
and camp craft, students identified other skills that 
they felt they had learnt.

‘I enjoyed the challenge of getting around obstacles 
like fallen branches and nettles!’

‘I enjoyed being independent from my parents and 

cooking for myself.’

‘I learnt that I can survive without technology!’

It was great to see students getting to know each 
other and working as a group to navigate, set up 
camp and make decisions. We hope that many of 
them will progress to Silver Award in Year 11. Many 
thanks to the staff for volunteering their time to 
supervise the trip and to the parents and carers for 
their continued support. We will soon be advertising 
next year’s Bronze Award to Year 9 so watch this 
space!
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Samuel Flint, January 2014
Sam Flint was nominated by his Year Leader for his continued work and 
support with St John’s Ambulance and in particular for helping to save 
someone’s life! Sam was in Witham last year when a member of the 
public had a fit. Sam used his St John’s Ambulance skills to place the 
member of the public into the recovery position and called 999, which no 
doubt helped to save their life. As a result of Sam’s act of kindness and 
bravery, he was able to meet The Princess Royal and also achieved The 
Commander’s Award. Well done Sam - we are very proud of you.

Sam has used his money to purchase a Kindle Paperwhite as a raffle prize 
to raise money for a children’s charity.  The remaining money was used 
for a celebratory end of term party which was held on Thursday during 
period 1 the week before the end of term.

Verity Fisher,  February 2014
Verity Fisher, Year 11, was 
nominated by one of her teachers for inspiring their younger peers 
and becoming a positive role model to all. She, with another student, 
Henry, ran drama club for Year 7 students every week and directed 
a performance for the members of the public to watch.  It was 
evident that all the students really benefitted from this and all grew 
in confidence, made new friends and extended their voice and 
performance skills to a higher level. Verity grew in confidence and 
skill as she directed this group of students every week, with students 
listening carefully to her instruction.  Both Verity and Henry organised 
the performance, the theatre and costumes and invitation for people 
to go and watch. Miss Auston, drama teacher, was left with very little 
to do!  Verity really did go above and beyond what would have been 
expected of her and still managed to fit in time for their school work and 
Miss Auston in particular is very proud of Verity’s commitment, focus and 
enthusiasm to raising standards.

Verity gave her money to the drama department which has been put 
towards buying a better lighting desk that more students can use.

Henry Fitch-Bartlett, March 2014 
Henry Fitch-Bartlett was nominated by one of his teachers for inspiring their younger peers and becoming 
a positive role model to all. He, with another student, Verity, ran drama club for Year 7 students every week 
and directed a performance for the members of the public to watch.  It 
was evident that all the students really benefitted from this and all grew in 
confidence, made new friends and extended their voice and performance 
skills to a higher level. Henry grew in confidence and skill as he directed 
this group of students every week, with students listening carefully to his 
instruction.  Both Verity and Henry organised the performance, the theatre 
and costumes and invitation for people to go and watch. Miss Auston, the 
drama teacher, was left with very little to do!  Henry really did go above and 
beyond what would have been expected of him and still managed to fit in 
time for his school work and Miss Auston in particular is very proud of Henry’s 
commitment, focus and enthusiasm to raising standards.

Henry gave his money to the drama department which, along with Verity’s 
award, has been put towards a lighting desk which more students will be 
able to use.

jackpetcheywinners
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Abby Molyneux, April 2014
Abby Molyneaux was nominated by her teacher and peers for the amazing 
letter she wrote to David Cameron to raise awareness of dementia and put 
forward her idea for dementia screening.  She was one of only 13 people 
to receive a reply showing how impressed his team were with his views. She 
feels very strongly about raising awareness of dementia and making sure 
people with dementia are well cared for right until the end.  

Abby used some of her money to celebrate the end of term with her tutor 
group with Dominoes pizza at lunchtime on Thursday the week before the 
end of term and the rest of the money she wishes to use for improving the 
form room.

James Meade, May 2014
James Meade was 
nominated by a member 
of the community for his 
service to 1st Notley Cubs.  

He started volunteering 
his help with the cubs as 
part of his Duke of Edinburgh voluntary section.  However, 
when the 3 months ended, James asked if he could 
continue helping.  He had no prior experience of scouts and 
so had to learn a lot very fast.  He gives up many evenings 
and some of his weekends to help with various activities and 
has now started to run activities on his own.  He has grown 
in confidence working with young people and other adults 
and been a real help in the scout troop.

In 
addition, 
James 

has helped in school with Year 7 reading support on a Friday 
morning and kept up with his work for his A-levels.  

James would like to give his money to the PER department 
to spend on an enrichment trip to a mosque or similar place 
of worship to get a better appreciation of other religions in 
the community as there are not really any of these at the 
moment. This has not yet been arranged as it will take some 
time and need to go on the school calendar next year. 

Kalei Milligan, June 2014
Our winner of the Jack Petchey Award for June was Kalei 
Milligan.  She was nominated by her English teacher for 
her fabulous novel that she has been writing. It is called 
‘Intelligence, Brains and a Thirst for Blood’ and it has been 
published online. She has written 24 chapters so far but she 
hasn’t finished it yet. Mrs Stringer says “I definitely think she 
should win a Jack Petchey Award; her written ability is like 
nothing I have seen before from someone of her age.” 
The student panel were also very impressed with such an 
achievement by someone of her age.

Kalei has donated her money to the library to buy some more 
fiction books – she will liaise with them to choose books she 
likes.
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focusonpe

Sports Day
The highlight of the PE calendar arrived and Sports 
Day was again a success, not only with the highly 
competitive races but also with the weather. The sun 
was good to us and enabled a good afternoon of 
races to take place. During the previous day, all of 
the field events took place with a number of events 
only being won by a few centimetres. One stand 
out performance came from Luke Walton in Year 8, 
who managed to break the school long jump record 
with a jump of 4.71m. This was an amazing feat as 
the previous record had stood for over 25 years. The 
afternoon of Sports Day brought a few close calls on 
two more records. Both Rowan Wallace and Adam 
Grimwood in Year 10 missed out on breaking records 
in the 200m and 400m respectively by only 1 second. 
Both boys were disappointed to only miss out by such 
a small margin. 

With all the results counted and verified by our skilful 
Maths faculty, the results were as follows;

Year 7 – 7O

Year 8 – 8O

Year 9 – 9L

Year 10 – 10S

But the excitement didn’t finish there! The last race 
as always was the eagerly awaited ‘Staff Relay’. 
After last year’s allegations of unfair teams, the race 
this year had to have rules enforced that all teams 
must contain a mix of both males and females. The 
Senior Leadership Team took this very seriously and 
put forward a very strong team after a harsh final 
day selection process. All staff ran a good race and 
the final straight saw three teams all in contention to 
take the honours. However, the PDT team managed 
to hang on and claim first place. Well done to the 
winners, Miss Wilson, Miss Shambrook, Mr Ewing and 
Mr Lowes.

Overall, a huge thank you goes to all the students 
and staff who made it a great day.

View the Online Photo Gallery
http://www.notleyhigh.com/photo-
galleries-2013/events/sports-day-2014
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Year 9 and 10 Cricket Trip
We took a number of students from Years 9 and 
10 to attend a ‘coach and view’ session at Essex 
Cricket Club. The day consisted of receiving a 2 hour 
session of coaching from the Essex coaching staff 
followed by the opportunity to watch the Essex 1st 
11 play against Glamorgan. The students thoroughly 
enjoyed their day with a number of tips and pieces 
of good advice being given during the coaching. 

The students were put through their paces and took 
part in a number of different activities looking at 
the more technical side of the game. The coaches 
were able to analyse both their bowling and batting 
actions and add hints and tips were needed. All in 
all I think that all students benefited from what was a 
successful day.

District Athletics
Having Sports Day the previous week enabled us to 
pick a fairly strong team ahead of the annual District 
Athletics competition held at Tabor Academy. All 
teams competed well on the day and we managed 
to finish 7th overall out of eleven schools. The main 
team success came in the form of the boys Year 10 
team who managed to finish 2nd in their category. 
Although some of our teams did not have the same 
level of success, we did have a number of important 
and amazing individual performances. In Year 7 
Jonnie Humphries won his 200m race with a time of 
29.02 seconds and Freddie King won the 800m race 
with a time of 2 minutes 36 seconds. Adam Zurek won 
the 1500m race in 5 minutes 1 second. But it was in 
Year 10 where the real success stories began. Rowan 
Wallace took the long jump title with a distance of 
5.81m, but this was still only the beginning. After the 
previous week’s disappointment at missing out on 
the school record, Adam Grimwood was focused 

on trying to break the record this week in front of 
a bigger crowd. The whole of the Notley staff and 
students were willing him on before the race and 
Adam did not fail to deliver. He managed to win 
his race with a new school record time of 54.29 
seconds, breaking the record by a clear 2 seconds. 
Not wanting to be outdone, Claude Wallis then went 
into the next race, the 800m, knowing that he had 
to improve on his previous week’s performance to 
stand a chance. Although he only managed 4th in 
his race after a dramatic final finish, he also managed 
to break the school record with a time of 2 minutes 
14 seconds; breaking the record by 4 seconds. This is 
a fantastic achievement by both Adam and Claude 
and something that the whole school are very proud 
of. This managed to round off a very successful day.

Mr A Cunningham, Faculty Leader - PE
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Years 7 - 11 Parents’/Carers’ Consultation Evenings questionnaire 
responses 2013-2014
This summary of responses is based on questionnaires received from 172 parents/carers.  Thank you 
to all parents/carers that took the time to complete a questionnaire whilst attending Parents’/Carers’ 
Consultation Evenings during the course of this academic year.   

Minor adjustment to the school day from September 2014:-
8.40am – 8.55am AM Registration

9am – 10am Lesson 1

10.05am – 11.05am Lesson 2

11.05am – 11.25am Break

11.25am – 12.25pm Lesson 3

12.30pm – 1.30pm Lesson 4

1.30pm – 2.10pm Lunch

2.15pm – 3.15pm Lesson 5 & PM Registration

Strongly 
agree Agree

Strongly 
agree or 
Agree

Unsure

1 My child is happy at Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form 38% 56% 94% 1%

2 My child feels safe at school 38% 61% 99% 0%

3 My child makes good progress at school 33% 64% 97% 0%

4 My child is well looked after at school 30% 70% 100% 0%

5 My child is taught well at school 24% 75% 99% 0%

6 My child receives appropriate home learning 
for their age 19% 67% 86% 6%

7 The school makes sure its students are well 
behaved 22% 61% 83% 2%

8 The school deals effectively with bullying 9% 45% 54% 30%

9 The school is well led and managed 17% 79% 96% 3%

10 The school responds well to any concerns I 
raise 20% 54% 74% 8%

11 I receive valuable information from the school 
about my child’s progress 30% 61% 91% 0%

12 My child receives appropriate form tutor      
support 37% 48% 85% 4%

13 There is a good range of extra-curricular       
activities available 20% 67% 87% 5%

14 School facilities are good 24% 68% 92% 2%

15 Would you recommend this school to another 
parent/carer? 97% Yes/3% No

importantinformation

28 oncampus “Working together, achieving together”



granddrawwinners2014
No Prize Value Winner
1 Cash prize donated by Kevin Mutlow of 

Mutlows School of Motoring
£200 Greg D’Almeida (9256)

2 Lanson Champagne donated by 
Andrew Todd, Partner, St James Place 
Partnership

£47 Jane Humm (9396)

3 4 x Complimentary Pass for Cineworld £36 Belinda Ng (9129)

4 Family Ticket of Bowling at Namco 
Funscape Braintree

£32 Cameron Everett (6014)

5 Lakeside Gift Card £25 Belinda Ng (9040)

6 Wristband voucher donated by 
Adventure Island Southend

£25 Rachel Hope (5641)

7 Mulberry Tree Brewers Fayre Food 
Voucher

£20 M Sycamore (3993)

8 Quay Fish Bar Voucher £20 Belinda Ng (9817)

9 One Free entry into Diggerland and 
unlimited rides for one person

£20 Belinda Ng (9074)

10 2 x Vouchers for Skating or Quasar at 
Rollerworld Colchester

£10 Belinda Ng (9937)

11 2 x Vouchers for Skating or Quasar at 
Rollerworld Colchester

£10 Ros Whipps (4979)

12 Sainsbury Voucher £10 Mrs Draper (2610)

13 Food voucher donated by KFC 
Braintree

£5 Natalie Skinner (0143)

14 2 x Any Pizza Any Size vouchers 
donated by Dominos Pizza

Natalie Skinner (0142)

15 One month’s free membership –
Jazzercise

S Coulson (2906)

16 DKNY gift box donated by Boots 
Braintree

Rachel Impey (1692)

17 Photo album donated by Tesco Belinda Ng (9102)
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14 July 2014 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Last day of term arrangements: Friday 18 July 2014 

Please see below, the arrangements for the last day of term on Friday 18 July. 

 Years 7 – 10 
 

Year 12 

8.40am – 8.50am AM Registration 
 

 

8.50am – 9.40am Normal lessons 
 

 
 
 
 
UCAS Registration and support,  
EPQ mentoring and independent study 
 

9.40am – 10.30am Tutor Period 
 

10.30am – 11.10am Extended break * 
 

11.10am – 12.25pm Assembly 
 

12.25pm – 12.30pm 
 

PM Registration 

12.30pm 
 

Students leave 

 
 Students will have the opportunity to purchase food and drinks during the extended break. 

 
 The normal school buses will collect students from school at the end of the school day at 12.30pm. 

 
Autumn Term 
 
Autumn term begins for Years 7, 11 and 12 students only on Wednesday 3 September 2014 and begins for Years 8, 9, 
10 and 13 students on Thursday 4 September 2014.  
 
Timings of the School Day: 2014 - 2015 

Please see below, minor adjustments to the timings of the school day, to create extra learning time, with effect from 3 
September 2014. 

8.40am – 8.55am AM Registration 

9am – 10am Lesson 1 

10.05am – 11.05am Lesson 2 

11.05am – 11.25am Break 

11.25am – 12.25pm Lesson 3 

12.30pm – 1.30pm Lesson 4 

1.30pm – 2.10pm Lunch 

2.15pm – 3.15pm Lesson 5 & PM Registration 

 
Wishing you and your families a safe and pleasant summer break. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr R Newman 
Senior Deputy Headteacher 
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termdates
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In October 2011 Ofsted launched Parent View, which 
is a facility for parents/carers to give their views about 
their child’s school.

Parent View allows parents/carers to give their 
views about their child’s school at any time of the 
year. It features 12 questions that cover a range 
of issues important to parents/carers, such as how 
well the school deals with bullying, the quality of 
teaching, whether the level of home learning given is 
appropriate and a final question of whether or not a 
parent would recommend the school. Once a small 
number of surveys are completed, the results for the 
school are visible in Parent View although individual 

responses are not.

If you are a parent/carer 
you simply need your 
email address and a 
password to register on the 
Parent View website at:  
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk. 
Once your account has been activated 
it only takes a few minutes to rate your 
child’s school against the 12 questions.

Thank you for taking the time to give feedback about 
Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form.

parentview

Notley High School 
 Facebook:
• Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form

• Geography at Notley High School &  
Braintree Sixth Form

• Ski Notley

 Twitter:
• Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form

• Notley High School PE Department

• Notley High School English Department

• Notley High School Philosophy, Ethics &  
Religion Department

socialmedialinks
Below are the official social media sites for Notley 
High School & Braintree Sixth Form. Any other social 
media sites are not related to the school.

Braintree Sixth Form
Facebook:
•  Braintree Sixth Form Students 

•  Braintree Sixth Form Admissions  

• Braintree Sixth Form Art Department

• Braintree Sixth Form Psychology Department

• Braintree Sixth From Sociology Department

• Geography at Notley High School &  
Braintree Sixth Form

Twitter:
• Braintree Sixth Form Students

• Braintree Sixth Form Biology Department 

• Braintree Sixth Form PE Department

• Braintree Arts Theatre
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schoolwebsite
This has lots of key information about many aspects of school life.  We would encourage all parents and carers 
to use our website regularly to keep up-to-date with all that is happening at Notley High School & Braintree 
Sixth Form.  

We also have school Facebook and Twitter feeds for keeping up-to-date with information.  These can be easily 
reached from our homepage or via the appropriate apps on smartphones.
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Following some effective 
and entertaining 
presentations from the 
contenders, and a very 
close student vote, we are 
very pleased to appoint 
Charlotte Kerrell and Tony 
Upton as our Student 
Governors for the next 
academic year.  Charlotte 
and Tony will represent 
the views of students at 
meetings of the school 
governing body and work 
closely with Braintree Sixth 
Form link Governor Mrs 
Angie Hicks.

sixthformnews
Jack Petchey Award 
Winner 
Year 12 student James Meade has 
won the Jack Petchey award.  

James was nominated by a 
member of the community for his 
service to 1st Notley Cubs.  James 
started volunteering his help 
with the cubs as part of his Duke 
of Edinburgh voluntary section. 
However, when the three months 
ended, James asked if he could 
continue helping.  He had no prior 
experience of scouts and so had 
to learn a lot very fast.  He gives 
up many evenings and some of 
his weekends to help with various 
activities and has now started to 
run activities on his own.  He has 
grown in confidence working with 
young people and other adults 
and been a real help in the scout 
troop. Congratulations to James 
on this achievement.

Student Governors
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On Thursday 22 May AS Drama students put on 
a very powerful and professional performance 
of Oedipus Rex. The performance was a huge 
achievement and the audience were on the edge 
of their seats throughout. 

The production involved an enormous amount 
of effort and commitment from all the students 
taking part - congratulations to Summer Coombs, 
Lori Heather, Charlotte Kerrell, Robyn McAllister 
Campbell, Stephanie Mutlow, Joseph Scotting and 
Rebecca Skingley.

AS Drama Production – Oedipus Rex
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Creative Arts Festival

We were pleased to 
see so many students, 
families and friends at 
the Arts Festival on 12 
June. Highlights included 
Art by GCSE and A-level 
groups and Textiles, Music 
Technology and DT work 
by A-level students.  In 
the theatre there were 
performances by GCSE 
and AS Drama and Dance 
and Music students .
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At the A-level Music Tech workshop visitors could 
record their own musical composition on a drum 
kit or electric guitar while in Art they could try their 
hand at painting and wax resist.  In the theatre the 
KS3 Drama Club presented a moving piece called 
‘The Family’.  GCSE Drama students performed 
extracts from ‘Noughts and Crosses’ and Year 12 
Drama students, Lori Heather and Rebecca Skingley,  
delivered accomplished monologues from ‘Twittering 
from Caged Birds’ by David Campton  and ‘Shakers’ 
by Jon Godber.

Excellent products manufactured by A-level Product 
Design students included a light made out of vinyl 
records by James Cook and a clever contemporary 
table by Ross Smith. A-level Textiles students displayed 
their skilfully made fashion creations.

GCSE Dance students  demonstrated some 
impressive moves in ‘Impulse’ and ‘Tick Tick’, pieces 
they had choreographed themselves. Year 13 
student Katie Collins performed her own composition 
‘Anybody’s Guess’ as well as keeping everyone 
entertained by busking around the event. Katie has 
an unconditional offer for September to study Popular 
Music at Gloucester University.  The talented Year 
12 band ‘Little Robyn and the Mob’ performed two 
excellent sets.
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The Year 10 music 
students’ rousing 
rendition of ‘Summer 
of Sixty Nine’ by Bryan 
Adams kept toes 
tapping.  There were also superb performances from 
individual music students.  Robert Mound and Jack 
Carter performed guitar solos. Grace Lambert and 
MaryMay Conway performed ‘Skyscrapers’ by Demi 
Lovato and Megan Marsh and Melanie Reeve ‘Let it 
Go’ from ‘Frozen’.

The evening was a real celebration of the creative 
talents of the students of Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form. 
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Cevennes Trip, Year 12 IB Students
Year 12 IB students spent the first week of June in the Cevennes National Park, France. The students’ 
base was the brilliant Eagle’s Nest Field Centre, which is situated at an altitude of 1300m.  The centre 
provided them with a variety of activities to complete as well as a constant supply of excellent food. 

Geography students gathered data for their internal assessments and all students successfully 
completed their group four science projects.  The group also completed several activities as part of 
their creativity, action, service (CAS) programme.  These included rafting, high ropes and hiking to the 
summit of Mount Lozere for action; pointing, painting and broom cutting for service and problem solving 
activities for creativity. 

Everyone involved in the trip succeeded in developing new skills and all had a fantastic week!

International Baccalaureate students 
at Braintree Sixth Form are celebrating 
an excellent set of results, with an 
average point score of 30 exceeding 
international averages.  Top 
performers include Fathema Rahman, 
who achieved an impressive 38 points 
and a place at Queen Mary University 
and Charlotte Turner whose 37 points 
secured her a place at the University 
of Exeter to read Geography.

IB Results

Left: Charlotte Turner, Abbie Vickers, 
Sofia Forconesi and Jessica Blunt 
were all smiles as they joined their 
classmates in collecting their excellent 
IB results on Sunday 6 July. All four will 
be going on to continue their studies 
at university.
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On Thursday 19 June, all Year 
12 students participated in a 
UCAS ‘launch day’. The purpose 
of the day was to introduce 
all aspects of the university 
admissions system and to give 
students the opportunity to 
register with UCAS and begin 
their applications.   Students 
participated in a series of 
workshops covering the 
application process, student 
finance, student life and advice 

on writing a personal statement.  
Guest presenters from Anglia 
Ruskin University, University of Essex 
and whatuni.com joined Braintree 
Sixth Form staff in delivering the 
workshop sessions.  

Braintree Sixth Form alumni James 
Wood, James Pickering and Tim 
Portway also returned for the 
day to assist with workshops and 
to share their own experiences 
of university. The day was busy 
and productive and students left 

feeling well informed about 
the application process and 
ready to begin making their 
own choices about their 
future destinations. 

CAS Projects
All Braintree Sixth Form IB students 
are currently involved in the 
planning of a project that involves 
creativity, action and service 
(CAS).  Creativity is interpreted 
broadly to include activities that 
involve creative thinking, the aim 
of Action is to promote lifelong 
healthy habits and involves 
anything physically exerting and 
the element of Service requires 
students to understand their 
capacity to make a meaningful 
contribution to their community 
and society. 

Ana Meredith, Chloe Nash, Daisy 
Longden, Rebecca Taylor, Kirsty 
Reynolds and Francesca Perin 

along with A-level student Emma 
Smith were responsible for the 
Braintree’s Got Talent Event that 
was held at Braintree Arts Theatre 
on Wednesday 16 July. Together, 
the group organised the booking 
of the event, the auditions for 
potential acts, sponsorship and 
prizes, advertising for tickets, 
development of programmes and 
the staging of the whole show. The 
show consisted of acts including 
magicians, singers and dancers 
from schools across Braintree 
and was a fantastic evening of 
entertainment.  All money raised 
from the show will be donated to 
the sixth form charity, Education 
for All, a charity that helps girls 

from remote areas in Morocco 
access a secondary and post-16 
education. 

Adriane Jackson has been 
involved in the EssexFest music 
festival. He has been responsible 
for setting up one of the stages 
and will DJ at the festival that 
takes place at Orsett Showground 
in Brentwood on Saturday 19 
and Sunday 20 of July and raises 
money for Prostate Cancer 
UK. Adriane says “it is good 
for ‘action’ as I will have to 
lug around and set up a huge 
amount of equipment, it involves 
a lot of creativity because I am 
creating new music and putting 
together a whole new set and it 
is service to a charity that is very 
close to me’’.  The event also 
features artists including Wizkid, Ms 
Dynamite and Misha B, so this is an 
amazing achievement for him. 

Well done to all the students for all 
their CAS contributions.

Hertfordshire Study Skills Day for EPQ Students
On 
Wednesday 
9 July, EPQ 
(Extended 
Project 

Qualification) students enjoyed 
a study day at Hertfordshire 
University.  The day was split in 
two halves with valuable input 

on critical thinking, plagiarism 
and referencing in the morning 
session delivered by Doctor 
Ian Herrington, followed in the 
afternoon by students accessing 
the university’s considerable 
resource bank, including online 
journals generally unavailable in 
the public domain. 

The day provided an excellent 
opportunity for students to 
develop their study skills 
techniques, preparing the way for 
both their Extended Project and 
University level study in general.

UCAS Launch
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New Student Induction Day

Taster Days

End of Year BBQ 
Undeterred by the inclement weather, students and staff enjoyed the Braintree Sixth Form BBQ to celebrate 
the end of term. “Little Robyn and the Mob” provided some great musical entertainment, while Mr Beal and Ms 
Shephard did a fantastic job of the cooking!

Braintree Sixth Form was pleased 
to welcome applicants holding 
offers of sixth form places to a 
day of induction activities and 
bridging lessons.  Over 40 staff 
were involved in providing a fully 
timetabled day of taster lessons, 
allowing students to try out the 
A-level and IB courses that they 
had applied for… and the food 
was also a great success!  We look 
forward to seeing our applicants 
at enrolment following their GCSE 
results on 21 August.

Over the past month the sixth 
form has been running a series of 
master classes and taster lessons 
for Year 10 students from across 
the partnership.   

Students from Tabor Academy 
visited us for a morning of science, 
trying their hand at making aspirin, 

testing the permeability of cell 
membranes and working with 
transistors.  

During our language master 
classes students from Alec Hunter 
Academy, Notley High School 
& Braintree Sixth Form, Tabor 
Academy and The Ramsey 
Academy worked in inter-school 
groups led by some of our 
bilingual students – experiencing 
classes in Hungarian, Russian, 
Italian and Portuguese before 
spending the afternoon building 
on their Spanish and French GCSE 
skills.

Braintree Sixth Form also hosted 
groups of Year 10 students from 
The Ramsey Academy and Alec 
Hunter Academy for skills days 

featuring taster lessons and 
progression advice.  Staff and 
students have enjoyed working 
with our visitors and we would 
like to thank all those staff across 
the partnership schools who 
accompanied the students and 
supported with the organisation of 
these events.  
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