
 
 
 
 
19 January 2015 
 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
 
After 11 years of headship here I have been considering for a while whether to pursue other 
professional opportunities within education.  
 
I have recently been invited to take on the role of Executive Director for the Association of 
Secondary Headteachers in Essex (ASHE), effective from 1 September 2015, and I have 
therefore decided to resign my position as Headteacher of Notley High School and Braintree 
Sixth Form (and Executive Headteacher for North Essex Multi-Academy Trust, NEMAT) with 
effect from 31 August 2015.  It is my intention that the work with ASHE will form the bulk of 
a portfolio of consultancy work which will in future allow me to operate as a freelance 
educational consultant. The remainder will initially comprise my continued involvement with 
national leadership programmes (National Professional Qualification for Headship (NPQH) 
and for Senior Leadership (NPQSL), etc.) through Anglia Ruskin University and some work 
as an Additional Ofsted Inspector. 
 
Notley High School and Braintree Sixth Form will always hold a special place of affection in 
my heart and I am proud of all that has been achieved in the last eleven years. Parents, 
carers and students have always been a pivotal part of that success through your strongly 
expressed support for the school. I wish everyone associated with the school and the 
Academy Trust every success in the future. 
 
I am confident that the school and the Academy Trust will be able to attract a high calibre 
new Headteacher/Executive Headteacher and that the Trust will continue to go from strength 
to strength under new leadership. Governors will now begin the process to recruit my 
successor and will keep you informed on progress over the next few months. 
 
I will write a valedictory letter later in the academic year but, in the meantime, I would assure 
you that I remain focussed on securing the best possible outcomes for our 2015 examination 
students and the best possible education for all our students over the next few months. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Simon Thompson 
Headteacher 


